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NEXT PHASE OF RENOVATIONS START

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Renovations to Bear Stadium

should be completed by May 

Bear Stadium’s renovations 
should be completed in time for 
graduation in May. 

Facilities Director Harbin 
Farr made that announcement 
at last Thursday’s work session. 

He used a photo presentation 
to walk board members through 
the renovations process begin-
ning after the football season 
ended in November.

New turf was installed for 
this year’s football season at a 
cost of $889,529. 

The second phase, now un-
derway, will include building  
a multipurpose facility at the 
entrance of the stadium which 
would feature multiple ticket 
booth stations on the front and 
concession stands on the back 
side. Bathrooms would be add-
ed to the front side corners for 
both the home and visitors sides. 
They would be located separate 

from the concession stands to 
help with crowd control. 

The proposal also calls for a 
concrete plaza to be installed 
the length of the front entrance, 
with a concrete walkway all the 
way to the home side bleachers. 

R.H. Tyson Construction of 
Blackshear is the construction 
manager for the project. The 
guaranteed maximum price for 
the project is $5.529 million.

All of the renovations would 
be aimed at making the stadium 
more visibly pleasing and give 
the stadium “a collegiate feel.”

Farr showed pictures of the 
demolition of the old ticket 
booth, concession stands and 
bathrooms and the construction 
of the new versions of each of 
those buildings. The new facili-
ties are now going up. 

Farr also talked about work 
underway at the softball com-
plex being built next to the 
baseball field. He talked about 
old utilities unearthed during 

excavation and as a historic side 
note, he showed pictures of an 
inscription in one of the concrete 
floors in the construction zone. 
Etched into the concrete is word-
ing denoting the old foundation 
as a project of Daniel Washing-
ton’s class in 1989. 

First district board member 
Kirby Malone and third district 
board member Chip Griner were 
in high school at the time.

At the softball/baseball fields, 
the existing batting cages will 
be closed in to provide softball 
and baseball locker rooms and 
additional bathrooms and stor-
age for uniforms and equipment. 
The existing baseball concession 
stand will  get a face lift and ad-
ditional windows for viewing the 
new softball field. 

Currently, the baseball and 
softball teams use the facilities 
at the field house.

The softball field will be 
moved to realign with the base-

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Road Dept. 

sets ‘Citizen 

Input Day’

Pierce County Road Department will have 
a citizen input day every Wednesday. 

New county road superintendent Bruce 
Carter announced the new citizen feedback 
feature as he was introduced to commissioners 
at last week’s county commission meeting. 

“I will have time set aside on Wednesday to 
return calls and meet with anyone who wants 
to talk to me about a road issue or road proj-
ect,” Carter said.

Carter was hired for the job last month. 
He formerly worked for the Georgia Depart-

ment of Corrections and has extensive certifi-
cations in construction and engineering. 

The Wednesday citizen input times would 
be by appointment and can be made by calling 
the road department at 449-2030.

Fourth district commissioner David Low-
man approved of the idea. 

“I am just happy to have someone who will 
answer the phone and respond to calls in the 
department,” he said.

Carter updated commissioners on various 
items he had identified during a review of 
the department and changes he would like to 
make. 

“One of our biggest problems is culvert 
pipes not being installed or being too small 
for the volume of water and ditches not being 
cleaned out regularly,” he said.  

Carter will implement road crews and su-
pervisors over various details in the depart-
ment who will report to him. 

Commissioners also approved several items 
for the road department during the meeting. 

Among them, the board approved the pur-
chase of two Massey Ferguson tractors with a 
22 ft boom mower and 50-inch rotary cut.

The cost for the first tractor is $208,444 to 
be paid from Pierce County’s 2022  special lo-
cal option sales tax (SPLOST) funds. 

The other tractor is $222,018 and will be 
paid for from Transportation Investment Act 
(TIA) discretionary funds. 

The tractors and mowers will be used to 
mow the county’s rights-of-way. 

Pierce County EMS is sched-
uled to be back up and running by 
Feb. 14.

New EMS director Blake 
James gave that timeline as he 
was introduced to commissioners 
at the Feb. 1 county commission 
meeting. 

“We have been working very 
hard on the transition,” he said. 
“We have set Feb. 14 as the date, a 
full two weeks ahead of schedule.” 

James was hired last month as 
the new director and his first task 
has been overseeing the transition 
from Grady/South Georgia EMS, 
back to a county managed EMS. 

The county voted in December 
to end its contract with Grady/
South Georgia EMS after two 
years.

County manager Jason Ruben-
bauer, County Chairman Neal 
Bennett and the board of commis-
sioners all commended James for 
his hard work over the last month.

Chairman Bennett noted it was 
a lot of work to get the licenses 
and approvals and staff in order. 

Fourth district commissioner 
David Lowman said he can’t wait 
to have Pierce County manage its 
own EMS again.

“I have been looking forward 
to this for a long time. It will be 
a great Valentine gift to Pierce 
County,” he said. 

James allowed it was the sec-
ond best Valentine, quipping that 
his wife, Bailey, was his best Val-
entine gift.

James told commissioners he 
been working to put together op-
erations manuals and policies and 
hire staff. 

He introduced the EMS’ deputy 
director Daniel Royal of Screven. 

During the meeting, com-
missioners voted to appoint Dr. 
Josh McCarthy as medical di-
rector of the EMS. McCarthy is 
affiliated with Ascension St. Vin-
cent’s-Blackshear Family Prac-
tice.

James told commissioners he 
had conducted over two dozen in-
terviews. 

He said Pierce County EMS 
would be fully staffed Day 1 with 
12 full-time emergency medical 
technicians (EMTs) and paramed-
ics and nine part-time EMTs and 
paramedics. 

Commissioners also voted to 
contract with Elevos of LaGrange 
for the collection of all EMS calls 
at a rate of 5% per account collect-

Work is progressing on renovations to Bear Stadium.            -Photo courtesy Harbin Farr
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News Editor

Work also underway at new softball complex

The com-
mission also 
a p p r o v e d 
buying a 
Brown eight 
foot off-
set harrow 
for mixing 
soils on the 
county’s dirt 
roads to help 
with drain-
age. The 
harrow is a 
demo mod-
el and was 
p u r c h a s e d 
from Alta-
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