
Byron Kenneth “Kenny” 
Jernigan has been sentenced to 
two consecutive life sentences 
without parole in the Decem-
ber, 2017 beating deaths of an 
elderly Patterson couple. 

Jernigan entered a guilty 
plea to two counts of malice 

murder be-
fore Waycross 
Judicial Cir-
cuit Senior 
S u p e r i o r 
Court Judge 
Dwayne Gil-
lis in Pierce 
County Supe-
rior Court last 

Continued on Page 5

Be sure to check out “Shop Small for the Holidays” deals around 
town Friday and Saturday, November 29-30, when you start your 
Christmas shopping.

Black Friday deals at Walmart 
may meet the need for a new TV 
or entertainment center, but 
shoppers aren’t likely to fi nd the 
perfect gift for that hard-to-buy-
for person there. Instead, locals 
might be able to mark several 
items off their Christmas shop-
ping list right here in Blackshear 
this weekend, and help boost the 
local economy while they’re at it.

Shop Small Saturday was 
launched by American Express 
(yes, the credit card company) 
in 2010, but is a movement now 
championed nationwide by local 
offi cials in many areas and here 
at home. 

Pierce County’s “Shop Small 
for the Holidays” initiative is pro-
moted locally by The Blackshear 

Times and the Better Hometown/
Main Street Blackshear Program.

The shopping event is dedicat-
ed to supporting local businesses 
and their owners who are often-
times friends and family mem-
bers to their customers. It’s a cel-
ebration of “mom and pop” shops, 
hometown boutiques, antique 
stores and more.  
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The annual Christmas 
parade will take place 
Monday, Dec. 2. 

The theme for this 
year’s parade is “Festival 
of Trees”. The yuletide 
procession will make its 
way through downtown 
Blackshear beginning at 
6 p.m.

The parade will travel 

down Main Street from Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church to the Board of Education 
offi ce.

Longtime volunteer fi refi ghter John-
nie Anderson will serve as parade grand 
marshal. The community has rallied 
around Anderson since he was struck 
and severely injured while directing 
school traffi c at County Farm Road and 
U.S. Hwy. 84 earlier this year. Ander-
son’s injury sparked a successful effort 

to get the Dept. of Transportation (DOT) 
to install a traffi c signal at that intersec-
tion. The light went live just before the 
school year started in August.

The big man is coming to town, too – 
Santa Claus that is. He’ll wave to all the 
good little boys and girls, moms and dads 
along the parade route. 

Cash prizes will be awarded to fl oat 
competition winners as follows: $250, 
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Treatment plant construction ‘on schedule’
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA     • Kroger  
• Dollar General  • Sears          
• Tractor Supply • Harvey’s
• Jot Em Down (2)   • Belk
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It’s a dirty job, but somebody has to do it.
That was the consensus of Public Works Su-

perintendent Wallace Tomlinson and Southeast 
Pipe technicians when The Times caught up with 
crews cleaning and TV’ing city sewer lines earli-
er this month.

The lines were teeming with cockroaches 
signifi cantly larger than the ones that sneak 
into area homes occasionally when the weath-
er changes. Those creepy critters scattered as a 
camera inched its way through the line. 

Another Southeast Pipe employee had already 
cleaned the sewer line out ahead of the camera. 

Construction of Blackshear’s new 
wastewater treatment facility off Trudie 
Road appears to be on schedule and run-
ning smoothly. 

Work began in earnest in July on the 
$8.6 million project that includes sewer 
pipe rehabilitation and new lift stations 
in addition to the new treatment plant. 

Project managers told The Times last 
week they still expect an early Spring 
2020 completion date.

According to tax records, the city’s 
spray fi elds have been located at the 
Trudie site since the early 1980s, but two 
treatment plants on the north and south 
sides of town will be closed and converted 

into lift stations to pump waste out to the 
new facility next year. The old treatment 
ponds in town will most likely be fi lled in.

“We have two areas (plants) in town 
now that will eventually be done away 
with,” says Wallace Tomlinson, public 
works superintendent.
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“You don’t want to put your camera 
in a dirty line,” Tomlinson says. “He 
can run approximately up to 1,500-
2,000 psi (pounds per square inch) 
of water pressure on the backside. It 
pushes the air in front of it and sucks 
everything back to it which helps to 
clean your sewer laterals back to the 
main line.”

The roaches remain  — even after 
that colonoscopy of the sewer line  — 
but damage to the pipes is much eas-
ier to see in a clean line. 

TV Technician Ashley Thorn-
ton and Tomlinson were looking for 
cracks, leaks and evidence of ground-
water infi ltration, carefully docu-
menting them from the back of a van 

parked on Pittman Street.
“Mainly your cracks, your breaks  

— anything that’s got infi ltration 
which is groundwater coming in to 
it,” Tomlinson says. “It’ll look like 
someone turned on a water spicket at 
a joint.”

It took crews 20 minutes to clean 
the line and less than an hour to TV 
436 feet of line on Pittman Street. 
Thornton says that varies depending 
on how dirty a line is.  

Southeast Pipe has TV’d more 
than 15 miles (80,000 feet) of city 
sewer line in the last six months, doc-
umenting damaged pipe in every city 
district, particularly areas where the 
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Southeast Pipe technician Ashley Thornton carefully scans sewer pipe as a camera 

moves through the line, coding each fracture, pipe break or infi ltration point in the 

system. Thornton has been TV’ing sewer lines for six years.

Crews clean, 

scope B’shear 

sewer  system

SANTA’S COMING!
Christmas parade is Monday; Firefi ghter Johnnie Anderson is parade marshal

Business community urges holiday shoppers 

to ‘Shop Small’, boost Pierce Co. economy

Giant cockroaches, rats are most 

common sewer pipe residents

Kenneth Jernigan pleads guilty to beating Hollmon 

couple to death ‘with a stick’ in December 2017

Local shops 

offering deals 

this weekend

Hallye Strickland, PCHS work-

based learning student and Davis 

Feed Boutique employee, folds 

T-shirts in the clothing store’s 

new men’s section. The boutique 

will offer several Shop Small 

deals this weekend.

Jernigan sentenced 

to life without parole

PCHS FOOTBALL

HART-breaking OT loss 

knocks Bears out of playoffs
Just like that, another thrilling Bears football season closed Friday night in a 32-29 loss to Hart County. 

The defeat may sting, especially for the senior players who left it all on the fi eld, but Pierce County’s 

gridiron team has a lot to be proud of. The Bears went undefeated all season and claimed another 

Region Championship this year. – Page 6

At left: Head Coach Ryan Herring, holding his young son, David, in his arms, has a heart-to-heart 

talk with Junior tight end Jeb Redick after Friday night’s game. – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

THE DIRTY WORK

Kenny Jernigan

Christmas in the 
Park details 
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