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BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Investigation

underway 

into officer
involved 

shooting 

An investigation is continuing into an officer 
involved shooting that occurred Sunday, Jan-

uary 23 afternoon on Ridge Road in the Cason 
Settlement. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett confirmed a shooting 
incident involving two of his deputies occurred 
and an investigation is underway by the Co-

lumbia County Use of Force Investigation Team 
from Appling, near Augusta. 

“I cannot comment further on the incident 
until the investigation is complete,” Bennett 
said. 

The sheriff anticipates a preliminary report 
will be issued sometime this week. 

“I will be able to release some details then,” 
he said. 

He declined additional comment citing the 
ongoing investigation. 

A follow up story will be included in the Feb. 
9 edition of The Times.

Pierce Countian Marilyn Bennett has 
announced her candidacy 
for District Attorney of the 
Waycross Judicial Circuit. 

Bennett made the an-

nouncement Jan. 27 to a 
gathering of family and 
friends. 

“I am overwhelmed 
with the support of law 
enforcement, colleagues 
within the justice system 
and our community in this 
endeavor. Through hard 
work, compassion, professionalism, and 

collaboration, we can make South Geor-

gia a great place to live and where our 
children raise their families. I value your 
prayers and support as I work to become 
your voice in the courtroom as the next 
District Attorney.”

Bennett is currently the senior as-

sistant district attorney for the circuit. 
The current District Attorney is George 
Barnhill. Barnhill has not announced his 
future plans.

Bennett is running as a Republican in 
the primary election Tuesday, May 24. 
She is, so far, the only announced candi-
date for the seat.

She is an experienced trial attorney 
licensed in Georgia and Florida. In her 
13 years as an attorney, she has tried 
countless cases ranging from homicides, 
crimes against women and children, 
armed robbery, burglary, thefts, drug 
crimes, gang cases and traffic offenses in 
both Superior Court and Juvenile Court. 

Originally from Mississippi, Bennett 
is an Ole Miss Law School grad. She is 
married to Pierce County native, Jim 
Bennett. They have three children and 
are active members of First Baptist 
Church. Bennett is a member of the 
Waycross Exchange Club and Waycross 

Bar Association, an organization for local 
attorneys. 

The Waycross Judicial Circuit in-

cludes Bacon, Brantley, Charlton, Cof-
fee, Pierce and Ware Counties. The Dis-

trict Attorney is the chief prosecuting 
attorney for the circuit in the prosecution 
of felony crimes in Superior Court. In 
Brantley County, the District Attorney 
also serves as the prosecuting attorney 
for their misdemeanors in lieu of a Solic-

itor-General.
More information is available on her 

Facebook page, Marilyn Bennett for Dis-

trict Attorney.

Pedestrian hit 

in Blackshear

A Blackshear man was flown to a Jackson-

ville, FL, hospital after he was struck while 
pushing his pick-up truck on U.S. Highway 84 
Monday, January 24. 

According to the accident report, Robert Tal-
madge Norman, 51, was pushing his Chevy S-10 
pick up truck westbound on U.S. Highway 84 
between Yeomans and Fulton Streets at about 
5:35 p.m. that evening. 

Norman was flown by air ambulance to 
Shand’s Hospital in Jacksonville. A report on 
his condition was not available at press time.

Megan Shawne Crawford, 41, of Blackshear 
was driving a 2014 Ford Edge west on U.S. 
Highway 84 when she struck the rear of the 
Norman vehicle. The impact injured Norman 
and the pick up truck rolled off the road into a 
ditch on the right side of the highway about 356 
feet from the point of impact. 

Crawford said she observed Norman’s vehi-
cle but noted there was no indication the vehicle 
was stopping or slowing down. She did tell offi-

cers she observe hazard lights turn on the truck 
just before the impact. 

Crawford was listed as at fault in the acci-
dent, but not citations were listed on the report. 

Officer Rafael Barros of the Blackshear Po-

lice Department investigated the accident. 

Pierce’s Marilyn Bennett to run for District Attorney

CELEBRATING CHAMPIONS:

Stetson Bennett IV is the first person to ever receive a Key to the City. Made by students in Seth Prescott’s 

ag class at PCHS, it was presented to the local UGA hero Sunday during a press conference at Blackshear 

City Hall by Mayor Keith Brooks before the Champions Parade.

Thousands turn out Sunday to honor 

Stetson Bennett IV and our local champions

As an estimated 10,000 
proud Pierce Countians began 
setting up chairs and tailgates 
along Main Street and High-

way 84 Sunday afternoon for 
the Champions Parade, media 
from Atlanta, Savannah, Jack-

sonville, Macon and Black-

shear waited for the man of the 
hour to appear at Blackshear 
City Hall for a press conference 
scheduled to begin at 1 p.m.

“This isn’t his style. This 
isn’t Stet,” Bennett III ex-

plained of his son’s reluctance 
about the press conference and 
even a parade focusing on him-

self. “This isn’t what he was 
excited about. He doesn’t like 
things to be about him. He’s 
all about the team. That’s what 
matters.” 

Fortunately for the Dawgs’ 
star quarterback who initially 
seemed like a long shot, the 
press conference came with a 
few perks and the parade af-
terward celebrated all of Pierce 
County’s sports champions 
from this past year or so — in-

cluding Bennett’s twin PCHS 
senior brothers, Knox and 
Luke for their 2020 State Foot-
ball Championship. 

He was not only the first 
Blackshear resident to be pre-

sented with a Key to the City, 
but he now has a custom-made 
black Stetson hat embroidered 
with a red and black Georgia 
National Champions patch and 
the final scores of all the sea-

son’s games around its rim, 
thanks to the Savannah Quar-

terback Club (SQC). 
The SQC also named him 

their Collegiate Athlete of 2021 
and gave him large framed 
photo montage of highlights 
from the Jan. 10 championship 
game against Alabama he can 
hang in his dorm room in Ath-

ens. 
“Y’all got me cryin’,” Ben-

nett said softly as he looked 
over the collage momento pre-

sented by SQC’s Charles Russ, 
the new Stetson fitting nicely 
over his  curly brown locks.

In addition, First Dis-

trict U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter 
(R-Pooler) read aloud a per-

manent Congressional Procla-

mation he crafted for Bennett 
to recognize his outstanding 
accomplishments and cement 
“the saga of Stetson Bennett 
itself as one of the greatest 
stories we will henceforth talk 
about for generations.” 

Although humbly grateful 
for all the special attention on 
him that day, Bennett’s true 
colors came through while 
fielding questions from a dozen 
reporters.

When a Savannah TV re-

porter asked him how he now 
feels about helping UGA win 
the championship after 41 
years of disappointments and 
sharing the celebration Sunday 
with his brothers, Bennett still 
had trouble putting the recent 
win into words. 

But he knew exactly how he 
felt about his brothers’ victory.

“I’ve had reasonable football 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Pictured above the 2020 State Champion Bears football team 

was honored during the parade. Right, Bentley Lee shows off 

his Georgia Bulldog gear. 

success, but (the PCHS football 
state championship win) was 
the most happiest I ever felt,” 
he said. “It was the most re-

warding victory and it still is 
even after the (UGA) national 
championship. Watching them 
and listening to them win a 
state championship for Pierce 
County football . . . I don’t know 
if you know a bunch about 
Pierce County football, but 
with that history you wouldn’t 
think that would happen. You 
can’t win without good players. 
I’m proud to death of them and 
thank them for today because 
I’m going to enjoy ridin’ with 
‘em.”

Bennett did confirm he 

will play for UGA one more 
year and is looking forward to 
working with his teammates in 
the offseason — something he 
wasn’t able to do this past year.

Asked about his role model 
status now and how he plans to 

handle that as Pierce County 
youngsters seek his encourage-

ment, Bennett said he’ll do his 
best. 

“I thank God I was raised in 
a town like this and a commu-

nity like this where the values 
don’t sway if you win a football 
game or not, so I try to be the 
same person day in and day out 
and lead by example and stuff 
and send a message to every 

Continued on Page 12

Marilyn 

Bennett

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

See local sports coverage 

starting on page 6a


