Lady Bears are
region champs
The Pierce County High School Lady Bears softball team finished an undefeated region schedule, including a 3-0 in the region tournament. The Lady Bears will host the first round of State
Playoffs Monday, October 19. See page 6 for complete coverage.

Pictured at left is Lady Bear Natalie Herrin pitching to an Appling County Lady Pirate during the double elimination region
tournament held last week.
– Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson
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Early voting
is underway
Early voting for the November
General Election is now underway
and will continue through Friday,
October 30 at the Courthouse Annex,
312 Nichols Street. Early voting will
take place each day from 8:30 a.m. - 5
p.m.
A Saturday voting day is scheduled
for 9 a.m.-4 p.m. October 24 at the
Courthouse Annex.
No voting will be held after October 30 at the Annex. Locals who miss
early voting will need to vote at their
respective polling location at either
the Pierce County Gym or Eagle Station on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3.
Photo identification is required to
vote.
Absentee ballots are also available
upon request. Voters can request an
absentee ballot from the Elections Office by phone at 912-449-2028, by fax
at 912-807-9940 or by email to lea.
parker@piercecountyga.gov. Absentee
ballot requests can also be submitted
via the Secretary of State’s website.

Petition to
recall Godwin
now certified
BY SARAH TARR GOVE
News Editor
A petition calling for the recall of
Blackshear Councilman Shawn Godwin (District Five) has been certified
by the Pierce County Board of Elections.
Elections Superintendent Leah
Ritch notified petitioner Sharon Komanecky and Godwin Friday, October
9, that 95 of the 98 signatures submitted on the recall petition were deemed
certified. Eighty-nine signatures – 30
percent of the registered voters living
in Godwin’s district — were required
to certify the petition.
“I am notifying you that 95 of the
98 signatures submitted for the recall
petition for Shawn Godwin, District
5 City Council, were deemed certified. This is notification of sufficiency
of the recall petition. I will issue the
call for the vote required to effectuate
the recall within 10 days, according
to O.C.G.A. 21-4-13,” Ritch said in an
email late Friday afternoon.
“I’m grateful for the hard work of
the petition sponsors for their help
in securing the signatures necessary
to submit a valid recall petition,” Komanecky said. “Ideally, it would be
best for the City of Blackshear and
District 5 residents to see Shawn
Continued on Page 2
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SEEING DOUBLE

Four arrested
for robbery,
kidnapping
BY JASON DEAL
Staff Writer

Dabid Mendoza and Casey Peacock are the parents of two sets of twins. Shown, l-r, are Alex, Lainey,
Hailey and Baxley.
-Photos courtesy Charlie Peacock Jr.

Family has TWO sets of twins
BY JASON DEAL
Staff Writer
Casey Peacock and Dabid
Mendoza have been seeing double — twice over the last two
years – but it’s a good thing.
The Blackshear couple welcomed their second, yes their
second, set of twins about two
months ago.
They now have a perfect set,
two girls, Hailey and Lainey, to
go with their two boys, Alex and
Baxley.
The two sets of twins join two
“big” sisters, Araceli Peacock,
5, and Natalie Saucedo, 3, Peacock’s daughters from an earlier
relationship.
“We are blessed,” said Peacock. “We wouldn’t trade any
of our blessings for anything in
this world.”
Peacock and Mendoza are engaged and will be married this
Saturday, October 17.
“It is just always a whirlwind
of activity at our house,” said
Peacock. “Our neighbors think

that we have a bounce house,
because it does seem that way.
We are always in motion.”
The couple were engaged
when their first set of twins
were born.

rienced a normal pregnancy, the
twins came early. Despite valiant efforts to contact him, Mendoza was at work and was not
able to get to the hospital before
the boys were born.
The couple’s first set of twins
were not quite two when they
found out they were expecting
twins for the second time.
“We were like, o.k., thank the
Lord for two more,” Peacock said.
Mendoza was determined
to stay with his fiancè during
the births of their daughters.
Casey was hospitalized due to
blood pressure issues, but with
assurances the delivery was not
eminent, Mendoza went back to
work.
“He had just gotten back to
An earlier family photo shows work when I had the girls,” PeaDabid Mendoza holding Baxley, cock said. “There is just someCasey Peacock holding Alex and thing about us and 31 weeks!”
The couple say they were surAracell (front, left) and Natalie.
prised by one set of twins, let
Mendoza works with Union alone two. Between both sides of
Local 256 and had been working the family, there is only one set
a shutdown at the time the boys of twins on Casey’s father’s side.
were born. While Peacock expeContinued on Page 2

Four people have been arrested in connection
with an armed robbery and kidnapping that took
place in mid-September on Clark Road.
Derrick Keaton Reese, 41, of
Waycross, Misty Marie Steedley,
36, of Brantley County, Stacey
Nichole Steedley, 36, of Blackshear
and Kenneth Berry Aldridge, 42, of
Blackshear, were arrested in connection with the incident.
All four have been charged with
armed robbery and kidnapping, ReKenneth
ese has additionally been charged
with false report of a crime. S. Aldridge
Steedley and Aldridge are being
held in the Pierce County Jail. Reese is being held in the Brantley
County Jail. M. Steedley has been
released on bond.
According to Sheriff Ramsey
Bennett, the four allegedly beat,
robbed and kidnapped Donald Sellers Jr. at gunpoint at 10:18 p.m.
Wednesday, September 16.
Stacey
Sellers, 28, of Blackshear, was Steedley
driving on Clark Road near Sapp
Road when he was boxed in by a
gray car, a Dodge Ram pick-up
truck and a Nissan Rouge.
Sellers said the four accused him
of stealing a safe from M. Steedley’s
home in Brantley County. He denies stealing anything from any of
the individuals who allegedly attacked him.
Derrick
He said the group took three
Reeese
sets of keys, an iPhone and a Tablet
from him and took him against his
will to a residence on Dixon Road.
Sellers told investigators he
managed to run away and escape
from his abductors.
Sellers sustained visible injuries
to his face and neck including bruising and swelling above his right eye.
Georgia State Trooper SherMisty
Continued on Page 2
Steedley

County applies for grant
to expand Rec. ball fields
The county will apply for a
$500,000 matching grant for
construction and expansion
of baseball fields at the Pierce
County Recreation Complex on

Ware and Yeomans Streets in
Blackshear.
Commissioners voted unanimously at their regular meeting
last Tuesday night to apply for

the monies.
The grant would develop and
build fields on a 22 acre tract
across Yeomans Street from the
Continued on Page 2

Trump bus comes to town
– Page 2
If you paid $1 for this paper off
a news rack, we thank you! You
can save $17 per year by having
it delivered to your mailbox
each week by subscribing online
at theblacksheartimes.com or
calling our office at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA
• Harveys
• Farmers & Builders (Ace)
• Kroger
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