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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.
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SWAT had 

to remove 

man from 

local club

A man who barricaded himself, with 
a gun, in the Legionnaires Motorcycle 
Club on Hwy. 84 Friday afternoon was 
removed safely  — but 
not before Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Office had to call 
in a SWAT team and di-
vert traffic from the busy 
highway for several hours 
Friday night.

Four canisters of tear 
gas weren’t even enough 
to make Donald Guthrie, 
a 42-year-old Alma resident, leave the 
building. 

After hours of negotiating and use of 
the tear gas, SWAT had to fire flash bangs 
and then forcibly enter the Club to arrest 
Guthrie.

He reportedly locked himself in the 
Club shortly after 4 p.m. following an al-
tercation with his girlfriend and another 
man at the Club. Guthrie had reportedly 
been staying at the Club for a few nights 
last week.

“He shot a pistol up in the air two or 
three times and told them ‘this is over’ 
then went inside the building and locked 
himself in,” says Sheriff Ramsey Bennett.

Deputies tried over an hour to talk 
Guthrie into coming out, with no success.

“At that point I called Waycross SWAT 
to come assist,” Bennett says.

But, a SWAT negotiator wasn’t able to 
talk Guthrie out either.

Continued on Page 2

Dana Larson Bowen, former owner of 
Management South Insurance Agency, 

pleaded guilty in Pierce County 
Superior Court Monday and was 
sentenced to 25 years, 23 1/2 of 
which will be served on proba-
tion. 

As part of a plea agreement, 

Bowen pleaded guilty to two felony counts 
of insurance fraud, one count of felony per-
jury and three counts of failure to report 
insurance premiums during court Monday 
morning before Chief Superior Court 

Continued on Page 2

He’s a lean, mean fighting 
machine. And he’s only seven-
teen!

Todd Carter, a junior at 
PCHS, is a two-time state 
champion wrestler, and while 
Carter has a lot of talent, much 
of his success can also be at-
tributed to years of training 
and dedication to the sport. 

Carter has been wrestling 
since fourth grade  — eight 

years  — and he puts 
in the time, train-
ing all year long to 
compete at sum-
mer tournaments 
too.

It’s safe 
to say Car-
ter lives and 
breathes wres-

tling.
“It’s my 

love,” Carter 
says. “Getting 

your hand raised after all the 
work you’ve put in, especially 
on a big stage (is rewarding).”

Carter has played baseball 
and football throughout his 
school career, but he thrives on 
the individuality of wrestling. 
When he locks eyes with an op-
ponent on the mat, everything 
else fades into the background. 
He can depend only on his own 
training and strength to beat 
the guy staring back at him.

“It’s just you and the oth-
er guy. You can’t blame a loss 
on anyone else. It really shows 
who puts in the most work,” 
Carter says.

The singularity of wrestling 
may make a win more exhila-
rating, but it can also contribute 
to crushing devastation from a 
loss. Carter, however, takes his 
losses in stride with a wisdom 
not found in many teenagers.

“You look at the match and 
see what you did wrong, cri-
tique him, then find another 

tournament that guy’s regis-
tered at and go for him again,” 
he says.

That straight forward and 
matter-of-fact approach is prob-
ably why losses don’t come of-
ten for Carter. 

A sixth-grade conference 
win was the ‘defining moment’  
when Carter knew wrestling 
would be a lifelong passion. He 
then proceeded to go undefeat-
ed his entire middle school 

Continued on Page 5

Todd Carter reacts just moments after winning his first state championship freshman year. Last month, Carter brought home 
another first place trophy.

State Wrestling Champ: Todd Carter’s 

hard work, dedication key to success

Donald Guthrie holed up in 

Legionnaires MC for hours

PCSO: Thrift 

wanted for 2 

thefts last week
Pierce County Sheriff’s Office is still in-

vestigating a string of burglaries that oc-
curred in the north end of the county last 
week. At least one arrest 
has been made in connec-
tion with the thefts and 
most of the property recov-
ered, but authorities are 
looking for another person 
of interest, Johnny Thrift.

Monday, February 25, 
a deputy was dispatched 
to Ag Pro in Mershon in 
reference to two stolen Gators valued at 
more than $12,000 each.  Later the same 
day officers responded to report of a sim-
ilar theft at Rodney Music’s home on Big 
House Road.

Music pulled up to his home just as a 
burglar ran out of his shop and rode off 

Continued on Page 2

ROAD TO GOLD

SEASON RECORD: 38-0 (with 

30 pins)

SOPHOMORE RECORD: 48-7

FRESHMAN RECORD: 40-6

MIDDLE SCHOOL: Undefeated

Todd Carter’s File

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News EditorCarter’s 

‘defining 
moment’ 

in sixth 

grade made 

wrestling 

a lifelong 

passion. 

Pierce County High School Literary Team wins Region • Page 5

Dana Bowen pleads guilty
 Sentence: prison time, 23 

years probation, banishment
Dana 

Bowen

Donald Guthrie

Johnny Thrift


