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Are you stuck at home needing 

something to occupy the time? Do 

you know how to sew?

Dozens of Pierce County seam-

stresses are joining in with a na-

tionwide campaign to sew face 

masks for medical workers, fi rst 

responders and other essen-

tial personnel who are working 

through the COVID-19 (coronavi-

rus) pandemic and they’re looking 

for more volunteers to join the ef-

fort.

The demand for their product 

keeps growing.

“If I had a 1,000 masks right 

now I could get rid of them. The 

need is so great,” says Ronda 

Sauls, retired home economics 

teacher.

Sauls began sewing masks 

nearly three weeks ago after hear-

ing of several ladies who gathered 

at Emmanuel Baptist Church (be-

fore the current stay at home man-

date) to sew face masks for med-

ical workers and fi rst responders.

It wasn’t long before Sauls took 

to social media to recruit more 

help. The outpouring of support 

from those donating materials and 

others who are sewing masks, too, 

has been overwhelming.

“I got into it and thought I just 

can’t do this by myself, and it just 
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PCHS principal Dara Bennett 

will be Pierce County’s new school 

superintendent. 

Bennett was 

unanimously se-

lected for the job 

during the Board 

of Education’s 

regular monthly 

work session last 

Thursday morn-

ing. The meeting 

was conducted 

via Youtube due 

to the threat from 

COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

The selection came after a one 

hour and 14 minute closed session 

to discuss personnel. 

Bennett says she looks forward 

to serving the community in her 

new role.

“I am humbled and excited to 

be the next Superintendent of the 

Pierce County School System. It 

is a privilege I do not take lightly. 

Pierce County has great students, 

teachers, and administrators 

along with a very supportive com-

munity. I will work to uphold the 

standard of excellence that has 

been established here.”

“I can’t say how proud we are 

to have Mrs. Bennett as our new 

superintendent,” said board chair-

person Linda Zechmann after the 

vote. 

Board members also offered 
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Pierce County now has 23 

confi rmed cases of COVID-19 

(coronavirus), and most of those 

cases reportedly originated 

from a local church gathering.

“Unfortunately the major-

ity of cases we have in Pierce 

County all stem from a church 

gathering  – more than 10 of 

them,” says Dr. Brent Waters of 

Georgia Physicians South.

Even fi ve or six people to-

gether is an exposure that 

should be avoided. 

“The biggest thing is avoid-

ing groups of people ... You’re 

not just exposing yourself to 

them, you’re exposing yourself 

to everyone they have been ex-

posed to,” Waters says.

Pierce County has no report-

ed coronavirus deaths, but one 

Ware County death is related to 

that cluster of cases tied back to 

the local church meeting, Wa-

ters says.

The good news is most 

COVID-19 tests Waters has 

received back at Georgia Physi-

cians South have been negative  

– out of 21 test results received 

last Tuesday, only three were 

positive – but many patients 

are still waiting for test results. 

Some have been waiting since 

March 20-21.

“It’s not like these people are 

just getting sick now. They were 

sick a week ago,” Waters says of 

the lag in data.

Georgia Physicians South 

has switched laboratories and 
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MASK FORCE

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Dara Bennett

Can locals 

ever leave 

the house?
You can pick up groceries, food, med-

icines or go to the doctor, and you can 

exercise outdoors, but you can’t go to the 

gym, hair salon or a bar.

Those are some of the details in Gov-

ernor Brian Kemp’s  shelter-in-place or-

der that took effect Friday, April 3, and 

will remain in place through Monday, 

April 13.

Those who violate the order could face 

a misdemeanor charge or arrest.

According to the order, “offi cials en-

forcing this order should take reasonable 

steps to provide notice prior to issuing a 

citation or making an arrest.”

The order exempts a range of activi-

ties deemed “essential services” like food 

and medical supply pick-ups and deliv-

eries, critical infrastructure and those 

that help maintain minimum business 

operations.

Many types of businesses deemed es-

sential will remain open but under tight-

ened rules to keep work areas clean and 

for people to keep six feet of distance at 

minimum between each other. No busi-

ness, organization or government is to 

allow more than 10 people to gather in a 

single location if the six foot rule can’t be 

complied with.

Restaurants have closed in-person 

dining areas, but food pick-ups and de-

liveries are allowed. People can also 

travel to grocery stores, medical appoint-

ments and pharmacies.

“Preference should be given to online 

ordering, home delivery and curbside 

pick-up services wherever possible as 

opposed to in-store shopping,” the order 

says.
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Misti Cox sews up face masks for hospital staff to wear over their N95 med-

ical masks on her sewing machine at home.

Courtney Everson sews face masks 

during a volunteer ‘Mask Force’ work 

day at Emmanuel Baptist just prior to the 

current social distancing restrictions.

Ten-year-old Grayson Rodgers lends his 

mom, Jif Rodgers, a hand sewing masks.

Bennett 

is next 

PC supt.

PC volunteers join national effort, sew face 

masks for folks fi ghting virus on front lines

Ever wondered how the 

Bible remains such a univer-

sal, and well-read text? It’s 

not because everyone in the 

world is buying a Bible on 

Amazon or from Barnes & 

Noble, rather the Holy book 

is given to people across the 

globe in nearly every lan-

guage thanks to the dedicat-

ed efforts of people like Pas-

tor Mark Summers and his 

group of volunteers at Faith 

Baptist Church in Black-

shear.

Hands of Faith, the 

church’s Bible publishing 

ministry, is currently not 

working due to the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic, but 

under normal circumstanc-

es faithful volunteers meet 

several times a week to as-

semble, bind and box Bibles 

or Scripture portions in sev-

eral languages. They load 

those Bibles onto a shipping 

container and send them all 

over the world.

“Our main ministry is get-

ting the Word of God around 

the world,” Summers says. 

“We feel God’s word is the 

answer. That’s what’s going 

to change everything.”

Their very fi rst order of 

Bibles was sent to a mission-

ary in a Muslim country and 

they’ve received reports of 

conversions as a direct result 

of the Bibles they assembled 
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Danyell Sweat and Teresa Pittman work at an outdoor clinic behind 

Georgia Physicians South where health care workers are treating any-

one who presents with a fever or who is potentially contagious. 

Hands of Faith make, send Bibles worldwide

Pastor Mark Summers and Jim and Robin Allen assemble Bibles.

PC virus cases linked to church function
   Longtime family doctor, Brent Waters, 

tells Pierce Countians to shelter in place

�

PC seniors 
will still 
graduate

Graduation ceremonies for the 

Pierce County High School Class 

of 2020 are up in the air, but local 

school offi cials have not offi cially 

canceled the May 22 commence-

ment yet. 

The COVID-19 (coronavirus) 

pandemic led Governor Brian 

Kemp to close schools for the re-

mainder of the 2019-2020 aca-

demic year, abruptly ending the 

senior year for the Class of 2020.
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