
Rochelle Dotson is remembered 
by family and friends as a loving 
and kind-hearted person.

Dotson, 36, of 
Waycross, and for-
merly of Bryceville, 
FL, was killed last 
Monday night, Feb-
ruary 22, on U.S. 
Highway 84 near 
its intersection with 
Zero Bay Road, just 
east of Offerman. 

According to a 
preliminary report 
by Trooper Merritt 
Meeks of the Waycross post of the 
Georgia State Patrol, Dotson was 
standing in the center of the right 
westbound lane when she was 
struck by a 1998 Freight-liner trac-
tor trailer driven by John Edward 
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Teachers, school staff and cer-
tain other vulnerable groups in 
Georgia will be eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine starting March 
8, Governor Brian Kemp an-
nounced last Thursday.

Vaccines will be available for 
pre-K and K-12 school teachers 
and staff, Kemp said. Georgia 
adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities, as well as 
the parents of children who have 
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Pierce County High 
School has a new resource 
offi cer.

After fi ve years working 
to keep students and staff 
safe, School Resource Offi -
cer (SRO) Chris Hackett has 
left his position with Black-
shear Police Department for 
another job with the Port 
Authority. Offi cer Walker 

Reddish offi cially took over 
as SRO at the high school 
last week.

Reddish is excited about 
his new post.

“It’s a great job. You have 
a set schedule,” Reddish 
says. “The people out here 
are very nice and good to 
work for.”

Reddish has been an offi -

cer with BPD for two years. 
He also serves as a commu-
nity coach for the varsity 
baseball team and previous-
ly coached with the middle 
school football team.

“We’re excited to welcome 
Offi cer Walker Reddish to 
our staff,” said Principal 
Kelly Murray. “As a PCHS 
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The case of a loaded gun 
found on Patterson Ele-
mentary’s campus has been 
solved after parents discov-
ered the weapon missing and 
that their child had appar-
ently taken it to school. 

Patterson Police Chief 

Jason Strickland confi rmed 
Monday that parents of a 
“very young” Patterson Ele-
mentary student discovered 
their gun was missing. The 
parents reported the miss-
ing weapon to authorities 
Sunday night and the sub-
sequent investigation solved 
the case of the gun found on 
campus February 8. 

The name of the student 
and the parents has not been 
releases since the child is a 
juvenile. Under Georgia law, 
names of juveniles cannot be 
released. 

Strickland said the par-
ents have “been very cooper-
ative” with the investigation 
and “appear to have had the 
gun secured.”

“We don’t think there was 
any malicious intent on the 
part of the parents and we 
do not think they recklessly 

endangered their child,” said 
Strickland. 

The parents will not be 
charged in the incident ac-
cording to the chief. 

The student may face dis-
cipline in accordance with 
the school handbook, but that 
had not been confi rmed with 
school offi cials prior to The 

Times’ deadline. The student 
handbook’s policy on weap-
ons calls for up to a one year 
expulsion from school under 
the system’s zero tolerance 

policy, though the expulsion 
could be altered under a tri-
bunal process with the super-
intendent making the fi nal 
determination.

The police chief said one 
of the parents noticed the 
weapon was missing and dis-
covered the holster — with-
out the gun — in their child’s 
room.

“The parent was about to 
report the gun stolen,” said 
the chief. “When we received 
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Election 
qualifying 
set for Aug.

Qualifying for this year’s city elec-
tions in Blackshear, Offerman and Pat-
terson will take place in mid-August. 

Leah Ritch, Supervisor of the Board 
of Elections, announced the qualifying 
dates last week. 

Qualifying will take place from 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday, August 
16-Wednesday, August 18. Qualifying 
for all three cities will take place at the 
Board of Elections and Registration, 
312 Nichols Street, Blackshear.

Municipal elections will take place 
Tuesday, Nov. 2. Potential candidates 
can qualify for offi ce in all three cities 
during the qualifying period. 

The mayor’s offi ce is up for election 
in Blackshear and Patterson. The may-
or’s seat is an at-large position open to 
eligible residents in both cities. Offer-
man’s mayor won’t be up for election 
again until 2023. 

Blackshear Mayor Kevin Grissom 
is currently completing his fi rst term. 
Patterson Mayor Dedi Thomas won a 
special election in 2016 to fi nish out 
the remainder of former Mayor George 
Denison’s term. Thomas was elected to 
a term in his own right in 2017. Qual-
ifying fee for mayor in both cities is 
$144.

Three city council seats are up for a 
vote in Blackshear including district 2 
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I have cancer. What now?

For nearly 25 years, the South-
east Cancer Unit (SECU) has been 
on the front lines working with 
Pierce Countians struggling to 
comprehend their cancer diagno-
sis and the treatment journey that 
lies ahead, but now the Unit needs 

our help.
“Having cancer can be fi nancial-

ly and emotionally stressful. If we 
(SECU) had to name a main goal, 
it would be to do what we can to 
alleviate some of that stress,” says 
Janice Brown, longtime SECU vol-
unteer. 

The Unit allocates $1,500/year to 
offset out-of-pocket expenses for 
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Lady Bears advance 
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Pierce County’s Molly Scruggs drives past 

Jackson’s Gabbie Cartagena during play 

in the fi rst quarter of Friday’s 66-56 win.

Schools celebrate 
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Rochelle 

Dotson

Pierce County fam-
ilies supported by the 
Southeast Cancer Unit 
(SECU) repeatedly ex-
press their gratitude, 
not only for the fi nan-
cial support the Unit 
provides, but for the 
emotional support and 
encouragement as well. 
SECU volunteers are a 
shoulder to lean on and 
a listening ear when 
needed.

Stan and Kim Mat-
tox are a year into 
Stan’s esophageal 
cancer treatment and 
while the prognosis is 
good, their battle will 
continue for 10 more 
months. They’re con-
fi dent SECU will con-
tinue to walk alongside 
them.

“Knowing someone 
is there for you (oth-
er than family and 
friends) and that you 
are not alone in this 
fi ght (is comforting),” 
Stan says.

“I agree.  We are 
extremely fortunate to 

have our personal support 
teams through our fami-
lies, friends, and co-work-
ers, but Mrs. Brenda and 
Mrs. Janice quickly helped 
to calm us from the very be-
ginning,” Kim adds. “Can-
cer humbles you greatly. 
The roles suddenly were 
reversed for us. We went 
from always trying to lend 
a hand to being helped by 
others.  That was tough for 
both of us.”

“I will never forget some-
thing that was told to me 
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Mabry Strickland Williamson and her daughter, Lanie Alex, are celebrating Lanie’s re-

cent victory over ovarian cancer. Inset above: Stan and Kim Mattox are grateful for the 

support they’ve received from the Southeast Cancer Unit during Stan’s ongoing battle 

with esophageal cancer.


