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South GA Casket Company employees surround a finished example of their work. (l-r) Owner Jody Gill, Gill’s wife Tracy, Benjamin 

Crews, David Hicks and Shane Vickery.

Pierce County busi-

ness is doing its part 

to make resting in 

peace a little easier 

for area residents.

The employees at South GA 

Casket Company say most peo-

ple in the community have no 

clue there’s a casket manufac-

turer in Pierce County. 

“I get all kinds of looks,” 

says Shane Vickery, who works 

in the finishing shop. “When I 
say I work at South GA Casket 

(they say) ‘You work where?’”

Formerly R&L Woodworks, 
the company changed its name 

earlier this year when Jody 

Gill bought out former owner 

Ron Lee.

South Ga Casket Co. spe-

cializes in wood caskets. 

Their biggest sellers are 

Yellow Pine based products, 

although they also use Cedar 

and: “just about any kind of 

wood you want” says Gill. 

New styles of caskets are 

currently in development.

Custom options are also 

available, like the Sportsman 

model with camouflage inte-

riors. It is recommended that 

those seeking custom-made 

caskets as part of their prear-

rangements place their orders 

four weeks in advance. 

South GA Casket also pro-

duces urns and memorial pic-

ture frames made from the 

same wood used in casket con-

struction.

All of that wood is raw and 

nearly all of it — 80 % — is lo-

cally sourced.

Gill says the rest is re-

claimed heart pine, similar to 

what was harvested by Geor-

gia lumber mills in the 1800s, 

found out of state and shipped 

back. 

In fact, everything about 

South GA Casket Co. is lo-

cally sourced. Gill says that 

the shipping range for build-

ing materials is within 100 

miles. 

That goes for everything 

in the shop.

Machines and labor are 

also local. 

The company also builds 

their own casket interiors, 

sourcing fabric and lining 

from local artisans. 

Gill admits some hardware 

comes from Tennessee, such as 

hinges and swing arms used to 

attach casket lids. 

So far, business has been 

good.

All the funeral homes in 

Pierce and the surrounding 

counties purchase South GA 

Casket Co. products. 

The company’s products are 

distributed to almost every 

county in Georgia.

 They have a couple custom-

ers above Atlanta, although 

that’s 

the furthest north they reach. 

In the past year, Service 

Casket Company out of Co-

lumbus agreed to deliver 

South GA Casket Co. products, 

which has saved the company’s 

employees from splitting their 

time between manufacturing 

and distribution.

The arrangement has 

worked out well and led to 

gains in South GA Casket’s 

customer base.

Multiple caskets are in pro-

duction at any one time.

O n 

average 1.5 caskets make it to 

the end of the assembly pro-

cess each day. 

The company is currently 

working on developing a web-

site and social media presence. 

Questions about South GA 

Casket Co. can be directed to 

any of the local funeral homes 

which sell South Ga Casket 

products. 

Gill also invites locals to 

call South GA Casket at (912) 

937-4685.

Local casket maker makes 
resting in peace a little easier 

Shane Vickery applies wood stain 

to a casket in the Finishing Shop. 

Later, she will install locally made 

fabric in the casket’s interior. 

A

By Ethan MitchEll

News Writer

Kelly’s Tanning 

Salon & Spa to 

close October 31
Spa closure comes as two 

other family-owned companies, 

Steel & Metal Systems Inc. and 

Roll-Up Door, Inc., ramp up ex-

pansion and employee recruit-

ment

Kelly’s Tanning Salon 

and Spa, located at 505 Main 

Street Blackshear, will close 

its doors October 31 to make 

room for expansion of Steel & 

Metal Systems Inc. and Roll-

Up Door, Inc.

Watson and Eileen Coffee, 
owners of all three companies, 

made the announcement this 

week.

The closure process for Kel-

ly’s begins today, August 31, 

but the decision follows an ex-

haustive review of the Coffee’s 

companies by an outside con-

sultant.

Eileen Coffee has been the 
primary manager for Kelly’s 

since 2013. 

“I am saddened that the 

time has come for us to close 

the salon and spa. I’ve enjoyed 

offering these services to more 

than 4,000 clients over the 

years, and will miss the rela-

tionships we’ve built with our 

customers,” she says. “At the 

same time, I’m looking forward 

to the growth of RDI and SAMS 

and the role we will continue to 

play in Pierce County.”

Kelly’s Tanning Salon & 

Spa currently employs two 

full-time and two part-time 

employees who will all receive 

a severance package.

Tanning packages at Kel-

ly’s are billed monthly. All sa-

lon members will receive the 

full benefit of their services 
through the end of October, 

but no monthly packages will 

be sold past that point.

There will be no need for 

issuing refunds to clients. The 

salon will also offer weekly 

tanning packages as the clos-

ing date nears.

The timeline for closure of 

the salon aligns with their slow 

season. 

“Time-wise, this couldn’t be 

better,” Eileen says.
Plans for the conversion of 

2,500 square feet of space at 

the salon and spa into 15-20 

Bears senior running back DJ Bell, above, seems to be giving 

the signal to “charge” as he weaves his way through Jeff 

Davis defenders in the season opener in Hazlehurst Friday 

night. Bell finished the game with 251 yards rushing and five 

rushing touchdowns. He also added 43 yards passing and one 

touchdown pass. See more local sports coverage on page 6a.   
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