
ierce County High 
School’s Class of 2019 
received diplomas at 
Friday’s commence-

ment in the swelter of an early 
season heat wave at Bear Sta-
dium.

Students refl ected on their 
school years and were en-

couraged to make the most of 
the future. A capacity crowd 
packed the stadium to cheer on 
the 235 graduates. Every avail-
able seat in the stadium and 
every parking spot on campus 
and at the middle school was 
fi lled for the ceremony. Shut-
tle buses transported guests 
the half-mile from the middle 
school to the high school.

Valedictorian Michaela Mc-

Swain encouraged her class-
mates to “Chase your dreams, 
but don’t forget your roots.”

McSwain recounted memo-
ries with the class of 2019.

“We’ve had our ups and 
downs, our successes and fail-
ures, our triumphs and trials. 
but if you look hard, and some-
times you have to look really 
hard, you’ll fi nd that you un-
earthed some extremely valu-

able life lessons along the way,” 
she said. 

McSwain noted the class of 
2019 won six state champion-
ships, many region and area 
championships, had a nation-
ally ranked audio-visual pro-
gram and a record breaking 
football season.

Quoting James 1:2-3, she 
told her classmates they had 
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‘Chase your dreams’
PCHS Class of 2019 encouraged to work hard, 
achieve success, but never ‘forget your roots’

Pierce County High School’s newest alumni tossed their graduation caps in celebration Friday night.           – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Blackshear fi re-
fi ghter Johnnie An-
derson was welcomed 
home with much cel-
ebration from Brooks 
Rehabilitation in 
Jacksonville, Wednes-
day, May 22. Ander-
son had been recuper-
ating there from his 
injuries after being 
struck while directing 
afternoon school traf-
fi c on Hwy. 84 in April.

Locals lined Main Street to wave and 
cheer as a public safety escort brought 
Anderson home. He was driven to the 
fi re station by Blackshear Fire Chief 
Bucky Goble.
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Movie in the 
Park is Fri.

Movie in the Park 
will take place Friday 
night in Blackshear 
City Park.

The featured movie 
is “Spiderman: Into the 
Spider-verse.”

The featured fi lm 
will start at 7:45 p.m. 
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Locals gathered in front of First Baptist 
Church in Blackshear to wave and welcome 
Anderson home last Wednesday.

Center photo (l-r): Justin Hamelin, Sydney Guinn, R.J. Griner, Arlette Gonza-
lez and Arlene Gonzalez cheer for their classmate, Ja’Leen Marquise Wilk-
erson, as he accepts his diploma. Top left: Camden Jewell, Bailey Peacock 
and Emily Davis sing the class song “I’ll Always Remember You.” Salutato-
rian Collin Hendley addresses the class. Gabe Davenport and Daniel Cruz 

admire their diplomas. Valedictorian Michaela McSwain tells the class to 
chase their dreams. Emanuel Jernigan and Jashad Howard can’t contain 
their excitement after commencement. Parker Smith is all smiles as she 
exits the stadium with her diploma. 
                                 – Photos by Jennifer Carter Johnson and Sarah Gove

Tucker Heatherly 
waved an American 
fl ag for Johnnie.

Pierce County’s deputies 
often face danger as they 
answer calls or check vehi-
cles, alone, on a lonely rural 
road.

What many may be un-
aware of is that, because of 
the distance sheriff’s dep-
uties often have to travel 
away from their offi ce here 
in Blackshear, they can 
be completely out of touch 
with dispatchers when they 
are out of their cars answer-
ing a call or making a road-
side stop. Their hand-held 
radios don’t have the pow-
er to reach the base tower 

back in town, meaning once 
a deputy leaves his, or her, 
patrol car, they are essen-
tially on their own.

It’s a dangerous situa-
tion and one Sheriff Ram-
sey Bennett has been hop-
ing to eliminate.

Now, thanks to Pierce 
County’s drug dealers, local 
deputies can be safer.

Sheriff Bennett said this 
week $12,340 in drug for-
feiture and seizure monies 
have been used to provide 
new walkie-talkie radios for 
the sheriff’s offi ce. Twenty 
radios were purchased to 

cover investigators, com-
mand staff and road patrol 
deputies. The upgrade will 
allow the radios to use the 
patrol vehicle radios as 
their “base” to relay calls 
to the 911 tower in Black-
shear.  The new radios will 
allow the deputies to be up 
to 1,500 feet from the ve-
hicle and still be able to be 
in communication with 911 
and with fellow deputies at 
all times. 

“This not only helps to 
improve communications, 
but it also helps to improve 
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New radios enhance safety for deputies

Deputy Brad Kicklighter communicates 
back to base while out on a call.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Cheering 
company 
welcomes 
Anderson
Johnnie Anderson returns 
home last week from a stint 
in Jacksonville after he was 
hit, injured directing traffi c


