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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

An investigation is underway 

into the deaths of two individuals 

according to Sheriff Ramsey Ben-

nett. 

According to Sheriff Ramsey 

Bennett, his office is conducting 
an investigation into the deaths 

of Steven Earl Dampier, 61, and 

Linda Darnell Dampier, 64. 

Law enforcement officers and 
rescue personnel were summoned 

to the Dampier home at Oak Ridge 

Circle in the Farrs’ Community in 

the south-central portion of the 

county Sunday afternoon. 

The sheriff declined to give any 

additional details citing the ongo-

ing investigation. 

Bennett said additional infor-

mation will be released pending 

results of autopsies. 

A follow up story will be includ-

ed in the Nov. 17 edition of The 

Times. In Memory and Honor

Veterans Day observance will re-

turn this year. 

Better Hometown Blackshear will 

host this year’s ceremony at 11 a.m. 

tomorrow, Thursday, November 11, 

at Blackshear City Park.

The Rev. Dr. Bill Young, former 

pastor of First Baptist Church, will 

be the guest speaker. 

Former County Chairman and 

Veteran Troy Mattox will emcee the 

ceremony.

The event was canceled last year 

due to concerns over COVID-19. 

“We invite all veterans, active mil-

itary and their families to join us as 

we recognize their brave service to 

our nation,” said Bethany Strickland, 

Better Hometown Blackshear Man-

ager. 

Hospice Gala -  Page 8A

The annual Hospice Satilla Silver 

Bowl Gala fundraiser event is set 

for tomorrow night, 4:30-8 p.m. 

November 11, at the Pierce County 

home of Patrick and Kara Jones.

Police seek 

suspect who 

abandoned 

6 kids after 

traffic stop
Blackshear Police are asking for the 

public’s help in locating a drug suspect. 

Craig Alfonso Henderson Jr. 30, of 

Blackshear, is wanted on drug and other 

charges in connection with a traffic stop 
Saturday night, November 6. 

According to Blackshear Police Chief 

Chris Wright, Officer Ra-

fael Barros was on patrol 

on Sycamore Street at 

about 7:20 p.m. Saturday, 

when he noticed a Cadil-

lac Escalade that failed to 

maintain lane. 

Officer Barros at-
tempted a traffic stop, but 
the vehicle attempted to 

flee, reaching speeds of up 
to 80 miles per hour. The 

vehicle fled west on Ware 
Street running into a field near Kenzie 
Lane. 

The driver, later determined to be 

Henderson, fled on foot. 
Henderson had six children under 

the age of 12 in the vehicle and, accord-

ing to the report, he left them all behind 

when he fled the scene.  
 A search of the vehicle was conduct-

ed and officers located approximately 
eight pounds of suspected marijuana 

and pills suspected to be oxycodone.

 Arrest warrants have been obtained 

for Henderson for fleeing or attempting 
to elude a police officer (felony), posses-

What started on a bit of a whim to honor local mil-

itary veterans this year has now grown into a time-

less project beyond all expectations.

“It’s been crazy, but so eye-opening and hum-

bling,” Better Hometown Blackshear Manager Beth-

any Strickland said of the 195 Veterans Banners 

hanging on light posts and other poles in downtown 

Blackshear and Patterson ahead of Thursday’s Vet-

erans Day celebration in Blackshear City Park. 

Sparked by a photo sent to her from a small town 

in South Carolina over the summer, Strickland — 

the daughter of a Vietnam veteran — got the go 

ahead from the Better Hometown Main Street Board 

in August to pursue the idea.

After announcing on social media September 1 

she would be taking submissions of local veterans to 

be made into the sturdy, 2-by-4-foot photo banners, 

she only got 15 submissions within the first couple 
of weeks and wondered if there would be enough to 

even fill Main Street. 

Sheriff’s 

office 

probes 

death of 

couple

Clockwise: Kristen Sloan and husband Lee Sloan 

last week with two of the nine banners their fam-

ily has hanging on Main Street.  They are of their 

son Thomas Sloan and Lee’s sister Theresa Sloan 

Geary. The banner of Kristen’s father, Kenneth 

Bowers, hangs just across the street from there. 

Better Hometown Blackshear Manager Bethany 

Strickland gazes at the completed digital banner 

designs of some of the 195 Pierce County mili-

tary veterans who now grace the downtown ar-

eas of Blackshear and Patterson for the remain-

der of this month. Photos of Second Class Navy 

Petty Officer Terry Pearson show him with his 

bomb-sniffing dog “Storm,” among other things 

during his time in DaNang, Vietnam. Parr lost him 

to lung cancer one year ago partially because 

of his exposure to Agent Orange and asbestos 

during the war.

Veterans Banners project succeeds beyond wildest expectations

Troy Mattox Rev. Bill Young

Veterans Day Ceremony to be held in Blackshear City Park

BY KT MCKEE

Staff Writer

Craig Alfonso 

Henderson Jr. 

Bears win region -  Page 6A

The PCHS Bears football team won 

the Region 1-AAA Championship 

Friday night.
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