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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

“Bella was just a beautiful, 

precious, innocent child.”

Blackshear Elementary 

Principal Lanna Denison made 

those comments about Bella 

Bennett, a kindergarten stu-

dent at her school. 

“I have been in education for 

26 years and I have lost kids 

before, but nothing prepares 

you for this. It has just been a 

horrible day,” Denison said. 

Bennett died early Monday 

morning, August 30, from in-

juries she received in a freak 

accident at the Lee Street Re-

source Center Sunday evening, 

August 29. 

According to Blackshear 

Police Chief Chris Wright, Bel-

la Bennett, 5, died about 3:45 

a.m. Monday at the Wolfson 

Children’s Hospital in Jack-

sonville.

According to Wright, Ben-

nett and her 8-year-old sister 

were playing on the cement 

monument at the flag pole in 
front of Lee Street Resource 

Center, when the monument 

fell over on her, crushing her. 

The monument was placed 

by the 1989 Lee Street All 

Class Reunion in honor of the 

alumni of the county’s primary 

African American high school. 

The monument was anchored 

with pins into the ground, but 

those appear to have failed in 

the collapse.

According to Wright, the 

older sister jumped off the top 

of the monument and the stone 

toppled over on her little sister.

Bennett sustained severe 

internal injuries and was tak-

en by ambulance to Memorial 

Satilla Health in Waycross. 

She was later transfered by 

medical helicopter to Wolfson’s 

Children’s Hospital.

The accident occurred about 

7:45 p.m. Sunday evening, Au-

gust 29. The pair were report-

edly at the center playing and 

live about a block away. 

Both girls are in the care 

of their grandmother, who is 

their guardian. 

Wright described an emo-

tional, frantic scene for first re-

sponders and emergency crews 

as they worked valiantly to 

save the little girl.

“Our thoughts and prayers 

go out to the family. It was a 

very hard scene for my officers 
and for all the rescue workers 

who were there,” said Wright. 

Denison said the Blackshear 

Elementary family was trying 

to come to terms with their ter-

rible, sudden loss. 

She recalls Bennett as a 

“bright child” who was “a bit of 

a tomboy.”

“She was with us for pre-k 

and for kindergarten and loved 

animals. She loved cats and 

dogs and horses and especial-

ly loved watching videos about 

horses,” said Denison. 
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Pierce County Schools will 

continue using the hybrid 

learning model of instruction 

until at least Wednesday, 

September 22. 

The school system imple-

mented the hybrid learning 

model August 18 due to the 

rising number of positive 

COVID-19 cases and quaran-

tines in the community and 

schools. (See related story). 

The hybrid learning mod-

el will involve students com-

ing to school for face-to-face 

instruction for two days per 

week to receive instruction 

and assignments. Utilizing 

this method will decrease the 

number of students in the 

buildings, on buses, and pro-

vide the custodial staff the 

opportunity to deep clean. No 

students will attend school on 

Wednesdays. Students will be 

broken into two groups based 

on the household’s last name. 

Students with last names 

beginning with A-K will at-

tend school Mondays and 

Tuesdays. Students with last 

name beginning with L-Z will 

attend school Thursdays and 

Fridays.

Deep cleaning days and 

teacher planning days will be 

Wednesdays.

“This decision was made 

after consulting local phy-

sicians, Pierce County De-

partment of Public Health 

and monitoring the spread of 

COVID-19 in our community,” 

said School Superintendent 

Dara Bennett. “We ask for 

your support, understanding 

and grace more than ever as 

we strive to serve our com-

munity and most especially 

our kids during these unprec-

edented times. The goal is to 

get students back in school 

every day as soon as we can 

do so safely.”

School will be closed for 

students and staff on Septem-

ber 3 and September 6 for La-

bor Day. 

Bennett gave several tips 

parents can use to help their 

students during this time. 

They include:

• Monitor your child’s 

health and keep them home if 

they are sick.

• Each student will receive 

work to complete on the days 

they do not have face to face 

instruction. Be sure your stu-

dent completes this work and 

returns it the next time they 

attend.

• Encourage your child to 

wash hands frequently and 

wear a mask anytime distanc-

ing cannot be achieved. While 

masks are not mandated, they 

are encouraged.

• For schools to have accu-

rate records reflecting COVID 
cases, it is imperative that 

parents call the school to re-

port their child testing posi-

tive for the coronavirus.

Schools extend hybrid learning 

until Sept. 22 due to COVID

Emmanuel Baptist to 

host fireworks Sept. 6

Pierce Co. grows by 958 
according to 2020 Census

Fireworks will light up the 

night sky over Blackshear La-

bor Day, Monday, September 6. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

of Blackshear is sponsoring the 

display.

The fireworks will begin at 
dusk and will originate from 

the large field Emmanuel owns 
located between the sanctu-

ary and Strickland Avenue, at 

the rear of the Pierce County 

Courthouse. 

The 20-minute display 

should be visible throughout 

the downtown Blackshear area

The fireworks show had 

originally been planned for 

Sunday night July 4, but in-

clement weather forced post-

ponement of the display.

A rain storm set in Sunday 

night about the time the fire-

works were to begin. 

The upcoming Labor Day 

display will mark the first-ev-

er held in Blackshear in recent 

memory and will be the first 
time Pierce County has had an 

fireworks show since Patter-

son’s longtime Spirit of Liberty 

Independence Day celebration 

was discontinued in 2015. True 

Life Church of Patterson spon-

sored a fireworks show the fol-
lowing year, but there hasn’t 

been a display since. 

Pierce County grew by 958 

residents over the past 10 

years, according to newly-re-

leased figures from the 2020 
Census count. 

Preliminary results show 

that Pierce County now has 

19,716 residents, up from 

18,758 10 years ago.

County Manager Jason 

Rubenbauer said he received 

the preliminary results from 

the U.S. Census Bureau last 

week. Final results from the 

census are due to be released 

by Sept. 30. 

Rubenbauer said the cen-

sus results speak well of Pierce 

County, but also highlight fu-

ture challenges. 

“It speaks volumes of how 

we are perceived (that people 

want to live here),” he said. “It 

also increases the burdens on 

the services we provide to our 

residents.”

The Census figures will be 
used later this year to deter-

mine district boundaries for 

local and state elections, in-

cluding representation in the 

Georgia General Assembly and 

U.S. House of Representatives.

Pierce County’s growth, 

far outpaced its neighboring 

counties. While Appling, Bacon 

and Wayne Counties all saw 

increases in their populations, 

none grew as much as Pierce 

County.  

Appling increased from 

18,236 to 18,444, a net gain 

of 208 residents. Bacon and 

Wayne County both had mar-

ginal population growth. Bacon 

Bella Bennett is remembered as a “bright child” who loved 

animals.

‘A beautiful, innocent, child...’ 

BES kindergartner dies in accident

One of her teachers recalled 

Bennett’s tomboy traits meant 

she liked to play in the dirt. 

Denison said counselors 

were brought in to help Ben-

nett’s kindergarten classmates 

and her sister’s third-grade 

classmates. 

“We are trying to help our 

students as much as we can 

and we have contacted the par-

ents of her classmates to let 

them know,” Denison said. 

The principal said the 

“school family” will be collect-

ing donations to assist the 

Bennett family. Residents who 

would like to assist are asked 

to bring financial donations to 
bookkeeper Melissa Todd in 

the front office at Blackshear 
Elementary School.

Funeral arrangements were 

pending at press time and will 

be with Hart Funeral Home of 

Blackshear.

Continued on Page 2

Paid Advertisement

The Annual Pierce 
County Bear Sports 
Preview special was 
scheduled to come out 
in this weeks edition 
but due to issues 

brought on by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic it 
has been rescheduled to come our in the September 
8 edition. We are sorry for the inconvenience.


