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By Jason Deal

Staff Writer

School bells will ring Mon-

day, August 6, to begin the 

2018-2019 school year for 

Pierce County Schools. 

Over 3,650 students are 

expected to start classes. As 

students and staff return, 

they will find a few changes 
and improvements have tak-

en place over the summer.

The major change will be 

the traffic flow at the high 
school. (See related story 

and photo directions on this 

page.) Re-alignment of Coun-

ty Farm Road is expected to 

be completed and the road 

will be re-opened to traffic 
by the time school starts. 

Construction of the new high 

school, next door to the cur-

rent facility, will continue 

throughout this school year. 

The new PCHS is expected to 

open in August, 2019. 

A number of school facili-

ty improvements took place 

over the summer including 

a new playground at Black-

shear Elementary, a new 

greenhouse and a concession 

stand/restroom facility at 

middle school softball and 

soccer fields, additional win-

dow tinting and cameras at 

entrances and parking ar-

eas to enhance safety at all 

elementary schools and an 

additional access entrance 

and exit for school buses at 

the transportation facility be-

cause of construction.

“With great anticipation 

and excitement,  we look for-

ward to the 2018-19 school 

year as we strive to fully cap-

italize on the opportunities to 

meet the educational goals 

and needs of our students 

and staff here in Pierce Coun-

ty,” says Superintendent Dr. 

Kevin Smith. “With the ad-

dition of many new teachers 

and administrators as well as 

entering into the final year 
of the construction project of 

the new PCHS, this upcom-

ing school year promises to be 

a positive and productive one 

for everyone.”

Numerous personnel 

changes have taken place 

over the last year. Dr. There-

sa Martin is the response to 

intervention  (RTI) coordina-

tor. The director of student 
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New traffic plan
in place at PCHS
‘Roundabouts’ lead in and out of the campus

A revised traffic flow plan 
will be implemented for 

County Farm Road this year, 

says PCHS principal Dara 

Bennett. 

County Farm Road will 

be re-opening in time for the 

new school year and will fea-

ture traffic circles, or ‘round-

abouts’ at the north and south 

ends of the campus. 

Traffic will enter at the 
south end of the campus and 

will be a one way flow to the 
front of the building. Traffic 
will exit near the new high 

school construction site. 

“Everything we are doing 

regarding traffic at the high 
school has the safety of our stu-

dents and the traveling public 

as the top priority,” said Ben-

nett. “We ask for everyone’s 

cooperation and patience as we 

implement the new plan.”

Parents dropping students 

off in the mornings, or pick-

ing students up in the after-

noons, should enter campus 

using the south traffic circle 
on County Farm Road, loop 

through the drop-off/pick-

up area in front of the high 

school, and exit back onto 

County Farm Road. 

Buses will enter the first 
PCHS driveway on County 

Farm Road, circle around 

the existing high school, and 

load/unload on the curb in 

front of the flag pole. The bus-

es will then exit back to Coun-

ty Farm Road. 

Parents and visitors arriv-

ing during the school day will 

enter through the first traffic 
circle on County Farm Road 

and follow that around to the 

main student parking lot for 

parking.  Parents and visitors 

will then exit onto County 

Farm Road.

Students will be allowed to 

enter the student parking lot 

via County Farm Road or by 

using the temporary campus 

entrance off of New School 

Road.

By sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

“Multiple shots fired at the middle 
school!”

How would you react if those chill-

ing words crackled across the dispatch 

radio? More importantly, how would 

local officers react? 
That’s what representatives from 

local law enforcement agencies gath-

ered to find out at Pierce County Mid-

dle School last Thursday and Friday 

during annual active shooter training. 

Approximately 20 officers from 
Pierce County Sheriff’s Office, Black-

shear PD and Patterson PD partici-

pated in the training, responding to 

several scenarios. They moved quickly 

through the school halls trying to lo-

cate the source of “shots fired” as they 
cleared classrooms and instructed stu-

dents to flee with their hands up. 
Course instructors Officer Chris 

Hackett with B’shear PD,  Capt. Mark 

Stone — Brantley County Sheriff’s 

Office, and Det. Greg Kinlaw — Way-

cross PD evaluated their process from 

the sidelines.

Band students volunteered as hos-

tages, fleeing children or wounded stu-

dents for the simulations. Their chill-

ing screams, the thunderous sound of 

blank rounds being fired and the smell 
of gunsmoke in the hallway made the 

scenario feel real. Discharged bullet 

casings littered the floor.
Officers had no idea going into the 

scenario where the threat was located, 

but they responded calmly as instruc-

tors had advised. Two officers proceed-

ed simultaneously through the simu-

lation, making a beeline towards the 

sound of gunfire. 
The scenarios are designed to be as 

lifelike as possible and can be a sober-

ing experience for officers who duty 
Continued on Page 2

Kathy Paul’s passion is teaching her 

young first grade students at Blackshear 
Elementary.

That passion was recognized Monday 

morning as Paul was named Pierce Coun-

ty’s Teacher of the Year.

“I’m just overwhelmed by the honor,” 

she said. “It is an amazing feeling to be 

recognized with this award, but teaching 

is my passion.”

Paul was recognized at the school sys-

tem’s county-wide meeting Monday morn-

ing at First Baptist Church. 

Paul is a first grade teacher at Black-

shear Elementary School and has been an 

educator for 26 years. She taught fourth 

grade for a few years in the Ware County 

System, but has spent the bulk of her ca-

reer teaching first grade at BES. 
Paul says from her childhood days she 

knew she was destined to be a teacher. 

“I just knew,” she said. “When I was 

growing up, I would line up all my cousins 

and I would teach them.”

Those feelings were reinforced when 

Paul became inspired by her first grade 
teacher, Laurine Taylor. 

“Mrs. Taylor is exactly the kind of 

teacher that I have always wanted to be,” 

Paul relates. “She made me know that I 

was safe and loved and important.”

Paul says she has tried to use that phi-

losophy to guide her career. 

“I want to be an advocate for each child 

in my classroom. Yes, academics are im-

portant, but before that can happen, each 

child has to know they are safe, secure 

and loved.”

“I want to try to make a difference in 

the lives of my students,” she adds.

Paul graduated from Blackshear High 

School in 1980 and continued her educa-

tion at Valdosta State University. She 

earned her bachelor’s in early childhood 

education there and eventually returned 

to earn her education specialist degree. 

Paul is married to David Paul. She is 

the mother of three children, Jeb Rauler-

son, Logan Paul and the late Beth Ann 

Raulerson. She also has one grandson, 

Rhett Raulerson.
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BPD Sgt. Charlie Wichman (back, left) and PCSO Sgt. Steven Wright (center) clear classrooms and instruct students to exit with their 
hands up during an active shooter training scenario at PCMS. Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

The new traffic management plan that will be in place this school year 
at Pierce County High School. 

Kathy Paul has been named as 2018 Teacher of the Year for 
Pierce County Schools. Photo courtesy Jamie Allen Roberts.

Another school year starts Monday
Students, parents will find improvements at several campuses and a new traffic route to get to PCHS

Officers train to face-off with shooter in annual exercise at PCMS

Kathy Paul is ’18 Teacher of the Year

There’s more on the inside:
• See Page 5 for the story of two new teachers whose passion is help-
ing your children to be the best they can be.
• See Page 5 for the story of one teacher who looks back on what she 
will miss most as she is absent on her first opening day in 30 years.


