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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.
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Shop Local • Come see us for all your Christmas GIFTS!

The Pierce County Bears football 
team will host Carver Atlanta in the 
AAA State Playoff Final Four this up-
coming Friday, December 3. Pictured 
right, Bear running back DJ Bell (1) 
scores a touchdown against Peach 
County while Luke Bennett (10) and 
Elijah Howard (55) block. The Bears 
defeated Peach County 35-30 on No-
vember 26 to advance. See complete 
coverage on page 6. 

     -Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Bears win 

and advance 

to final four 

The $577,000 restoration of 
the historic Blackshear Train 
Depot to become a premiere 
events venue is well underway 
with RH Tyson Construction at 
the helm. 

Tyson, of Blackshear, was 
only one of two bidders that 
met the required qualification 
of having successfully complet-
ed at least three such renova-
tion projects of similar scope 
and complexity, according to 
Blackshear Police Chief/Spe-
cial Projects Manager Chris 

Camden Jewell, a 2019 
graduate of Pierce County 
High School and the son of 
John and Tanya Jewell of 

Blackshear, has been rec-
ognized as the top student 
film writer in the United 
States. Jewell’s National 
Student Production Award 
is the first ever for Pierce 

County High School. 
Jewell was awarded the 

“Student Emmy” November 
23 as Best Writer for work 
done during his senior year 
at PCHS on “Oz’s Eyes,” 

a 22-minute film about a 
young man living with au-
tism. Jewell served as writ-
er, director and editor of 
the film which stars Jaeden 
Lincoln in the title role. 

Lincoln won a Southeast 
Regional Emmy as Talent 
Performer for his portrayal 
of Oz and earned a nomina-
tion for the national compe-
tition. 

“I just want to say I am 
so thankful for this oppor-
tunity and so proud for this 
moment,” Jewell said in his 
acceptance speech. “I also 

Camden Jewell wins ‘Student Emmy’ 
PCHS alumnus wins top writer award for his film work

SPECIAL TO 

THE TIMES

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Patt’son 
holds 

‘Ray of 
Light’

Patterson kicked off the Christmas sea-
son with its first-ever “Ray of Light” 
event Saturday evening. The self-guid-
ed tour will continue through December 
18. A kick-off event for the tour was held 
in the Olde Town area on West Railroad 
Avenue featuring hot cocoa, hot apple 
cider, Christmas lights, caroling and 
shopping with local vendors. Pictured 
above Betty Stanton, owner of Natural-
ly Good, was one of the vendors at the 
event. Pictured below, Janice Lee, own-
er of Three Daughters Creation, was a 
vendor at the event.  -Photos by Rhonda 

Chancey and Jason Deal

Re-work 

of depot,

old jail 

started

Top photo: Gunner Strickland is shown talking to Santa Claus at Christi’s Downsouth Living Saturday.  Pictured 
above: Christi’s Downsouth Living owner Christi Pitts, right, is shown assisting customer Vicki Parker Dixon.  
Pictured below: Jan Allen shops at Gypsy Willows.             – Photos by Jason Deal

Local
SHOPPING

The Christmas shopping season 
kicked off Thanksgiving weekend 
with several stores reporting steady 
sales buoyed, at least in part, by the 
local Shop Small promotion. 

Most stores reported a steady 
flow of customers leading to op-
timism among retailers affected 
by the last year’s health and eco-
nomic worries brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Customers were seen milling 
about local stores and shops for 
Black Friday and Shop Small Sat-

urday. 
Chrisi Pitts at Downsouth Living 

is experiencing her first Christmas 
as a new business owner.

Pitts reported brisk sales Friday 
and Saturday. 

She said she believes the Shop 
Small Christmas Crawl promotion 
is a great idea and said it generated 
lots of interest. 

“I think it reminded people to 
shop local. I think it helps our lo-
cal folks to remember that our local 
businesses need their help and re-
minds them to stay home and spend 
their money here,” she said. 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Camden Jewell

Better Hometown Blackshear 
board member Peggy Hall, 
middle, asks BHT Manager 
Bethany Strickland, left, about 
the $40,000 project to rid 
the old “hanging jail” across 
from City Hall of asbestos as 
board member Jeff Hull, right, 
prepares his phone for pho-
tos and fellow board member 
Mary Stewart Bishop tours 
the 1880 historic facility that 
might become a museum in 
the next two or three years.
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