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he year 2021 will be remembered for the year vaccines were 

rolled out to battle the COVID-19 pandemic, only to see another 

surge of the virus as residents here and elsewhere were cau-

tious about getting vaccinated. 

We suffered loss. COVID-19 pandemic claimed the lives of 63 Pierce 

Countians in 2021, on top of the 27 who died of the virus in 2020, accord-

ing to the Dept. of Public Health, overwhelming local funeral homes.

There were other tragedies, including the loss of a kindergarten stu-

dent in a freak accident and three pedestrian fatalities. 

We argued. A long-running dispute over inmate housing between the 

City of Blackshear and Pierce County was settled in court. 

We also built up. Pierce County Schools began planning for renova-

tions to Bear Stadium and its overall athletic facilities in the afterglow of 

2020’s state football championship. 

We celebrated. For the first time in recent memory, Blackshear had a 
fireworks display. 

Here’s a look back at the Top Ten news items of 2021:

Number 1: COVID vaccines arrive, but variants continue to wreak 

havoc

COVID-19 continued to dominate the headlines and life in general in 

Pierce County and around the world in 2021. 

The dawn of the year brought welcome news as various vaccines were 

developed and made available to the public. 

Following the roll out of the vaccines, restrictions were lifted and social 

and group gatherings resumed. However, a late summer spike in cas-

es caused by the Delta variant threatened to disrupt life again by the 

fall. Pierce County schools reopened on time in August, but immediately 

went to a hybrid schedule with half of the students attending Monday 

and Tuesday and the other half Thursday and Friday with Wednesday as 

a deep cleaning day. Regular class schedules resumed late in September 

and some semblance of normalcy returned by late in the year. 

In the midst of the devastating toll of the disease, local residents were 

inspired by the stories of local residents Lisa Martin and Jessica Mc-

Cullough. Martin and McCullough are both living, walking miracles as 

they survived longterm life-threatening bouts with the disease. 

Number 2: Bear Stadium gets turf, renovations and athletic facilities 

get an overhaul

Bear Stadium, home of the state champion Bears, became the focus of 
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COVID Vaccines, 

Bear Stadium gets 

new turf, BES 

student dies  

dominated news

At right, a view of the newly installed 

turf at Bear stadium. The Bears football 

team advanced to the final four in 2021, 
falling just short of a second straight 

state championship game.

COVID-19 Vaccines arrived 
in 2021 but variants of the 
disease continued to wreak  

havoc locally and through-

out Georgia, the United 

States and the world. All 

statewide restrictions and 

mandates were lifted in 

Georgia throughout the 

year. 

Above, By year’s end an addition to the Pierce County Jail was almost complete.     
Below, Better Hometown members tour renovations being made to the Blackshear Rail Depot.

2021Top 10 local stories

– YEAR IN REVIEW –

Recalling the ones we lost in 2021

Business, civic, faith leaders among those who died   

Sadness and death seemed 

to be everywhere in 2021.

Among them were the pass-

ings of some of Pierce County’s 

best known citizens, including 

these 53 community, business, 

civic and religious leaders who 

made this year’s list of notable 

deaths. 

Among the notable deaths 

this year:

• Edison Kicklighter, 79, 

Jan. 2, longtime Patterson City 

Councilman, recreation sup-

porter and postal route carrier. 

• Tony Mincey, 56, January 

19, stand out Pierce County 

Bears football player, known 

as “The Weapon.”

• Margaret Davis, 103, Jan. 

23, one of Pierce County’s old-

est residents. 

• Bud Shelton, 79, Jan. 27, 

volunteer with disaster relief 

efforts with the Georgia Bap-

tist Convention, longtime Spe-

cial Olympics volunteer. 

• R.L. Godwin, 81, Jan. 

28, longtime owner of Godwin 

Muffler and Radiator Shop and 
longtime member of the local 

Lions Club. 

• Butch Carter, 72, Jan. 31, 

longtime Pierce County Bailiff 

and dedicated member of the 

Blackshear Exchange Club. 

• George Smiley, 65, Feb. 2, 

former Blackshear Police chief, 

1993-2000. 

• Seaborn Bell, 85, Feb. 6, 

founder of SeaMar Farms, Sea-

Mar Realty (later Century 21 

SeaMar Realty) and founder 

of a family run blueberry farm 

near Bristol. 

• Evangelist Pauline Brown, 

89, Feb. 7, local faith leader 

and former chairperson of the 

Pierce County Family Connec-

tion and former member of the 

Pierce County Library Board. 

• Terry Spivey, age unavail-

able, Feb. 10, auditor for Pat-

terson and supporter of the Ea-

gle Station Board of Directors, 

he also assisted with Pierce 

County’s financial manage-

ment. 

• Anne Boatright, 79, Feb. 

15, former longtime secretary 

of WKUB Radio Station. 

• Spence Newsome, 79, Feb. 

24, coordinator of the prayer 

box for First United Methodist 

Church, active in Evangelism 

and as a community cheerlead-
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Bella Bennett, 5, passed 

away in 2021.
Fireworks were seen at 

Emmanuel Bapt. Church.


