
A Pierce County jury found two 
people guilty of drug traffi cking in 
a trial held last Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17, at the Pierce County Court-
house.

Chief Judge Dwayne Gillis  of the 
Waycross Judicial Circuit presided 
over the case and sentenced Eric 
Rawls to 30 years (serve 15) and a 
$200,000 fi ne. Judeah Williams was 
sentenced to 20 years (serve 10) and 

a $200,000 fi ne.
The jury returned a guilty ver-

dict for both defendants within 30 
minutes. Rawls and Williams were 
convicted for traffi cking more than 
28 grams of cocaine with a mixture 
of a purity of 10 percent or more.

Rawls, a 48-year-old Waycross 
man, and Williams, a 27-year-old 
Blackshear woman, were arrested 
and charged with drug traffi cking 

following an early morning traf-
fi c stop by Blackshear Offi cer Joey 
Daniels two years ago on U.S. Hwy. 
84 for failure to maintain lane.

Daniels pulled Rawls, driving 

a Chevy Impala, over for crossing 
the center line. The smell of alcohol 
from an open container, reportedly 
belonging to Rawls’ passenger Ju-
deah Williams, prompted Daniels 
to search the vehicle. Daniels found 
bags with a white, powdery sub-
stance inside a glove in the console 
of the car. 

The crime lab later confi rmed it 
was 82 grams of cocaine, 78 percent 
pure.

“That was relatively pure for 
Pierce County. Usually by the time 
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What is that sprawling 
white warehouse in the 
Hwy. 84 Industrial Park? 

And, what about those solar 
panels near the highway?

Locals have been asking 
those questions for months 
as they drive a little slow-
er down that stretch of the 

highway for a better look.
The warehouse and solar 

panels are part of Southern 
Eagle’s new state-of-the-art 
facility. The regional beer 
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Former State Trooper Greg 
Stone has announced his candi-
dacy for Sheriff of Pierce County.

Since retiring 
from the Geor-
gia State Patrol 
(GSP) in May, 
Stone has set 
his sights on be-
coming the next 
sheriff of Pierce 
County. 

“I fi rst got the 
idea to run for 
sheriff late last 
year,” he said. “I 
believe my training and experi-
ence in law enforcement makes 
me qualifi ed to serve,” he said.

Stone plans to qualify in 
March 2020 to challenge current 
Sheriff Ramsey Bennett for the 
seat. Blackshear Police Depart-
ment Major Robby Boatright has 
also announced plans to run for 
the offi ce. The election will take 
place Tuesday, May 19, 2020, as 
part of the general primary elec-
tion.

Stone says he is well acquaint-
ed with Pierce County and is 

Continued on Page 5

 THIS NEWSPAPER WAS PLACED IN THE MAIL TO YOU ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON. IF IT ARRIVES LATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR POSTMASTER. © 2019 The Blackshear Times

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA  • Kroger 
• Dollar General  • Harvey’s 
• Tractor Supply  • Sears

Homecoming game preview -  Page 4B
The Bears will take on South Effi ngham in Friday night’s homecom-
ing game. Kick-off is set for 7:30 p.m. The 2019 Homecoming 
Queen and court will be recognized at halftime.
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Vaping still 
an issue at 
PC schools

Vaping continues to be an issue in 
local schools even as public health of-
fi cials continue to warn of the health 
dangers of doing so. 

PCHS principal Dara Bennett and 
PCMS principal Perry Tison both report  
vaping as the number one discipline re-
ferral, though Tison says the middle 
school has seen a decrease in use, so far, 
this year. 

“It is defi nitely an issue at the high 
school,” said Bennett.

Bennett says she and her fellow 
administrators handled 10 reports of 
students caught vaping or using e-ciga-
rettes on campus during the fi rst three 
weeks of school. Over the course of last 
school  year, there were 110 discipline 
referrals for vaping — or an incident 
about every two days.

Tison said instances of vaping at the 
middle school are not as regular as last 
year, but are still occurring sporadical-
ly. 

“We don’t have as much use on cam-
pus as we did last year,” Tison says. 
“Ours is more possession than use. We 
had two incidents of sixth-seventh grade 
students bringing the vaping items to 
school to show off to their friends.”

Tison said most of the students who 
have been caught vaping are eighth 
graders. The students have been caught 
vaping in the bathrooms, locker rooms 
and on the school bus.

“E-cigarettes and other vaping devic-
es are not safe for youth, young adults, 
pregnant women or adults who do not 
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Pictured (l-r): PES Teacher of the Year Millie Walker, 
Amanda Lankford and PES Principal Teresa Dixon 
may have had the most fun in Monday’s parade.

Sound of Silver members Abigail Roberson, play-
ing trombone, and Christian Edwards (background) 
marched through town against the blazing hot sun.

Pictured (l-r): Blair Bennett, Kate Cochran, Fleming Cochran, Grif 
Boyett and Charlie Paszko, members of the Pierce Recreation Dept. 
9U soccer team, look for some shade while waving to the crowd.
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Vapes are hard to detect as many resem-
ble a fl ash drive and fi t easily in the palm of 
your hand. – Boston Globe via Getty Images

Southern Eagle up and running at new facility
Matthew Morgan, 
Southern Eagle 
employee, fi lls 
an order in the 
new distribution 
warehouse in the 
Hwy. 84 Industri-
al Park. Morgan 
receives the or-
der audibly from 
his headset.

Two found guilty of traffi  cking
   Eric Rawls and Judeah Williams were found guilty 
of drug traffi cking by a Pierce County jury last week
�

Lady Bears best 
Lady Pirates

Pierce County High’s Lady Bears softball team enter re-
gion play at second seed after beating Appling Co. last 
Tuesday and Saturday  –  Page 6

Quarterback Jermaine Brewton 

speeds down the fi eld in Friday 

night’s victory over Bradford High.  

– Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

E. L. Cravin 
ready to scare
E.L.Cravin’s Haunted Funeral Parlor on 
Main Street will open next week for its 
10th season – Page 7

Bears mark 
200th win

The Pierce County Bears celebrated their 
200th game win Friday night with a vic-
tory over Bradford High - Page 6

Community asked 
to help save lives. 
        – Page 5

BLOOD DRIVE

NEXT WEEK

Pierce County beer distributor ups production, adds 
employees at larger, state-of-the-art warehouse

‘We’ve got the beat!’

Pierce County High celebrated Homecoming Pierce County High celebrated Homecoming 
2019 with funky rythyms and smooth moves 2019 with funky rythyms and smooth moves 
as the parade marched through town Mondayas the parade marched through town Monday

Heath Chancey, six-year-
old son of Nick and Heath-
er Chancey, points in the 
direction of the coming pa-
rade as he begins to hear 
the beat of the Sound of 
Silver drumline.

Genesis Walker, PCHS cheerleader, 
smiles brightly and waves to parade 
watchers.


