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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Pierce County Schools has 
decided to implement a hybrid 
learning model of instruction 
beginning today, August 18. 

The action was taken due to 
the increase in the number of 
positive COVID cases and quar-
antines in the community and 
schools.

The hybrid learning model 
will involve students coming to 
school for face-to-face instruc-
tion for two days per week to 
receive instruction and assign-
ments. Utilizing this method 
will decrease the number of stu-
dents in the buildings, on buses, 

and provide the custodial staff 
the opportunity to deep clean. 
No students will attend school 
on Wednesdays. Students will 
be broken into two groups based 
on the household’s last name. 
Students with last names be-
ginning with A-K will attend 
school Monday and Tuesday 
on August 23, 24, 30 and 31. 
Students with last name begin-
ning with L-Z will attend school 
Thursday and Friday on Au-
gust 19, 20, 26 and 27. 

Deep cleaning days and 
teacher planning days will be 
Wednesday, August 18 and 25 

and September 1.
 The schools will utilize this 

model until September 1.
 “It is our hope that all stu-

dents will return to face-to-face 
instruction as normal on Sep-
tember 2,” said Superintendent 
Dara Bennett.

The decision to return to a 
normal schedule or continue 
the hybrid model will be an-
nounced on August 30. 

Bennett said the decision to 
return to normal schedule will 
be based on COVID-19 spread 
in the community and schools 
at that time.

The district is asking that 
students stay home as much 
as possible during this time to 
limit and slow the spread of this 
virus.

Please contact your child’s 
school concerning questions 
about this schedule.

For the week ending Aug. 13, 
there were 60 total new corona-
virus positive students, or 1.6% 
of the total student population, 
and 49 students are in active 
quarantine at home.

For that same period, there 
were 13 school employees test-
ing positive and 12 in active 

home quarantine. 
There are currently no school 

mask mandates, no vaccination 
mandates and no virtual learn-
ing opportunities.

The school system posted on 
its Facebook page Friday that 
all schools will follow Depart-
ment of Public Health guide-
lines for students and faculty 
who test positive for COVID-19. 

“Please pre-screen your 
child before sending him/her 
to school,” the post urged. “Any 
student with COVID-19 symp-
toms should not be sent to 
school and will be sent home if 

they come to school with symp-
toms.”

The post also said everyone 
is encouraged to wear a mask. 

Countywide, there have 
been a total of 121 new con-
firmed COVID-19 cases over a 
two-week period ending Aug. 
13, according to the Georgia 
DPH.

Over the entire pandemic pe-
riod beginning in March 2020, 
there have been 1,507 total con-
firmed cases in Pierce County 
and 51 deaths. There also are 
12 “possible” COVID-19 deaths 
and 160 total hospitalizations. 

PC schools to implement hybrid model

A Pierce County man died Friday 
morning in what appears to be a tragic 
accident. 

Juan Fernando, 33, of a Blackshear 
address, apparently drowned at a dairy 
farm in the Sunset community of Pierce 
County. 

“We don’t suspect foul play, but an 
autopsy will be conducted,” said Sheriff 
Ramsey Bennett. 

The sheriff said Fernando was work-
ing at the farm and appears to have 
slipped and fallen into a liquid manure 
pit. 

“It appears to have been a tragic acci-
dent,” said the sheriff.

Funeral arrangements for Fernando 
are pending, but will be with Hart Fu-
neral Home of Blackshear.Tyre Bridge Road to have 

five-way stop installed

Keith Brooks qualified 
Monday to run for Mayor of 
Blackshear and incumbents 
Tommy Colley and Candice 
Thorne qualified for Offer-
man City Council as quali-
fying got underway for the 
Nov. 2 municipal elections 
in Blackshear, Offerman and 
Patterson.

Brooks had announced his 
intention to seek the city’s 

top job last month after cur-
rent Mayor Kevin Grissom 
announced he would not seek 
reelection. 

Brooks currently serves as 
the district one councilman 
for the City of Blackshear. He 
won the seat in 2015 and ran 
unopposed in 2016. 

Brooks is retired from the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and has lived in Black-
shear since 2002.

Brooks and his wife, Pam, 
live near Lakeview Golf Club. 

The couple has two daugh-
ters and one son.

The remainder of Brooks’ 
term on the council will have 
to be filled by a special elec-
tion, but at press time no 
details were available on the 
possible date of that election.

In addition to the mayor’s 
race in Blackshear, the may-
or’s seat in Patterson is also 
up for election. The mayor’s 
seat is an at-large position 
open to eligible residents in 
both cities.  Offerman’s may-

or won’t be up for election 
again until 2023. 

Patterson Mayor Dedi 
Thomas won a special elec-
tion in 2016 to finish out the 
remainder of former May-
or George Denison’s term. 
Thomas was elected to a 
term in his own right in 2017. 
Qualifying fee for mayor in 
both cities is $144.

Colley and Thorne quali-
fied Monday to seek re-elec-
tion to the Offerman Council. 
Colley is currently completing 

his second term and Thorne 
is completing her second full 
term. By appointment, she 
filled out the time remaining 
on the term of her father, who 
died suddenly in April 2013. 
She was then elected to a full 
term in November 2013.

The seat held by Coun-
cilman Wade Gill is also up 
for election this year, but 
Gill has not yet qualified for 
re-election. He is currently 
completing his first term.

Pierce County Sheriff’s Office 
had been searching for a missing 
teenager since Friday, August 13. 
Mallory Vickery, a 14-year-old 
female had last been seen that 
morning at Pierce County High 
School. 

Late Monday evening, August 
16, Pierce County Sheriff’s De-
partment shared Vickery had been 
located and was in their custody 
awaiting to be released to her par-
ents.

The sheriff did not provide any 
other additional details about the 
case.
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Tyre Bridge Road will soon fea-
ture a five-way stop near Macedo-
nia Baptist Church. 

The Patterson City Council vot-
ed unanimously to implement the 
five-way stop at the intersections 
of Tyre Bridge Road, Peach Ave-
nue and Lucas Street. 

The action came at last Thurs-
day’s regular city council meeting 
and is a result of multiple citizens 
requesting multiple times the 
council do something to slow down 

speeders in the area.
Mayor Dedi Thomas made the 

recommendation to put the five-
way stop in place. 

He said he and public works 
superintendent Stevie Sweat had 
studied the issue. 

“This is what the residents of 
the area have asked us to do,” said 
Thomas. 

Thomas expressed doubt it 
would slow down speeders, but 
said he wanted to do what the 
residents of the community there 
asked of him. 

“It may not help, but we’ll try 

it,” he said.
Currently, northbound traf-

fic on Tyre Bridge Road yields at 
the fork in front of the church. 
The new alignment will have stop 
signs in place and traffic stopping 
from all five directions. 

Councilman Jake Echols ex-
pressed concern the change in 
the traffic alignment might cause 
more safety hazards to motorists 
unfamiliar with the change.

Thomas agreed. 
“Some drivers don’t know how 

to navigate a four-way stop,” he 

Local man 
drowns 
tragically

Deal named 

news editor
Jason Deal has been 

promoted to news editor of  
The Blackshear Times. 

Deal is a veteran of The 

Times staff, having been 
a staff writer locally since 
December, 2001. He will 
be responsible for provid-
ing consistent, thorough 
coverage of the communi-

Tyre Bridge Road, Lucas Street and Peach Avenue in front of Macedonia Baptist Church will soon feature a 

five-way stop.                 -Illustration courtesy Google® Maps

Missing 

teenager 

found safe 

by Sheriff’s 

Department

Brooks, Colley, Thorne qualify

A video camera recorded this 

image of Mallory Vickery Friday 

morning. 
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