
A lot on Thomas Street 

near Greater St. James 

A.M.E. Church has been 

rezoned from single family 

to commercial. The request 

generated opposition from 

the surrounding community 

and church members, and 

several months of discussion 

at planning commission and 

city council meetings.

Blackshear City Council 

was split 2-2 in their deci-

sion to approve the zoning 

change last week. Mayor Pro 

Tem Keith Brooks broke the 

tie by voting in favor of the 

rezoning. Council members 

Corey Lesseig and Charles 

Broady voted no. Timmy 

Sapp and David Smith vot-

ed for the rezoning.

Councilman Jerry Dix-

on was out of town and ab-

sent from the meeting, but, 

had he been present, his 

vote would have decided the 

matter without a tie break-

ing decision from Brooks. 

Speaking with the Times af-

ter the meeting Dixon says 

he would most likely have 

voted in favor of rezoning 

the property.

“I probably would have 

voted to have done the same 

[rezone to commercial] … 

The area could be either 

way, commercial or residen-

tial,” Dixon says, referenc-

ing to its close proximity to 

Dixon New Holland Tractor 

Co. and Hwy. 84 where oth-

er businesses are located.

Roy Copeland, a Valdosta 

attorney, addressed the 

Continued on Page 5

New names, new faces, new ideas along 

with a few old ones will be featured in the 

Georgia General Assembly this year. 

Newly sworn State Representative 

Steven Meeks (R-Screven) succeeds retir-

ing State Representative Chad Nimmer 

(R-Blackshear) to begin his first term as 
Pierce County’s representative under the 

Gold Dome. State Senator Tyler Harper 

(R-Ocilla) returns to begin his fourth-two 

year term in Atlanta. 

In addition to Meeks, all statewide offi-

cials were sworn in this past Monday, in-

cluding new Governor Brian Kemp, mark-

ing a change in administration after eight 

years of Governor Nathan Deal. Republi-

cans continue to completely control state 

government for the new term.

Harper and Meeks say the state bud-

get, as it always is, along with education, 

rural initiatives, health care and voting 

issues will dominate this year’s session. 

The General Assembly convened in At-

lanta Monday for its 40-day session. 

Harper said state revenues are run-

ning ahead of projections and the state 

budget is in good shape. Both Harper and 

Meeks say they are taking a wait and see 

approach as Gov. Kemp will introduce his 

first budget later this week.
“I think you will see the same conser-

vative approach to budgeting under Gov. 

Kemp that we have seen with Gov. Deal,” 

Harper said. “We want to fund all of our 

obligations, but at the same time, we don’t 

want to overextend ourselves.”

Meeks agreed with the cautious ap-

proach. 
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‘All is safe’
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Student 

arrested 

for PCMS 

bomb post

A 13-year-old seventh grade student 

was taken into custody Tuesday morning at 

Pierce County Middle School and has been 

charged with terroristic threats in connec-

tion with a bomb threat posted to the school’s 

Facebook page early Monday morning. He 

has also been charged with transmitting a 

false public alarm, a felony.

No suspicious items were found and no 

explosives were detected during a search of 

the school grounds Monday.

Pierce County Schools resumed normal 

operations Tuesday, January 22, after being 

closed Monday in observance of the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Local authorities coordinated the search 

of PCMS Monday with the assistance of 

bomb detection dogs from the United States 

Coast Guard and Camden County Sheriff’s 

Office K-9 Units. 
Blackshear PD officers and Blackshear 

Fire Dept. personnel conducted a walk 
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13-year-old male is facing felony

criminal charges after FB threat

New faces, new ideas in GA legislature

marchers all smiles for 
chilly mlk day celebration

Pierce County Sound of Silver performed in Mon-

day’s parade. Pictured (l-r): Unray Solomon, Bryson 

Colbert and Matthew Simpson.

A bomb technician canine walks toward Pierce 

County Middle School Monday afternoon, his 

handler not far behind.

At right, Taylor Jones, owner of 

Jones Insulation Company, ex-

plains why he can’t abandon 

the Thomas St. property and 

move elsewhere.

Monday morning brought sunshine but cold tem-

peratures and biting wind for the Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Day parade through Blackshear. The parade be-

gan at the Board of Ed. office and traveled down 
Main Street, turning left onto Hwy. 84. The marchers 

ended their route at the Lee Street Center on Ware 

Street. Pictured above, Samayah Bell waved from a 

Macedonia Baptist Church parade float. Local ministers led the parade Monday morning. Rev. Kevin Grissom of Blackshear 

COG and Pastor Marcus Nix of Macedonia Baptist Church hold a banner proclaiming 

unity. Pastor Wade NeSmith of Union Chapel in Mershon waves to parade watchers.

At left, parade Grand Marshal Florence Smiley waved and smiled brightly. She was 

driven through town in a green Jeep. At right, Taliyah Lincoln, Raniya McBride and 

Elaina Earle with Macedonia Baptist Church waved proudly to parade watchers.
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Steven Meeks

State Senator
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Mayor breaks 2-2 split in decision to rezone Thomas St. parcel
Neighborhood strongly opposed change from single family to commercial for the corner lot


