
Jenny Grant has been appoint-
ed Blackshear’s new city clerk, 
but her appointment nearly didn’t 
happen.

B l a c k s h e a r 
council members 
initially voted the 
appointment down 
3-2 last Tues-
day night, then 
reversed course 
and unanimously 
approved her ap-
pointment after 
convening in a 
closed session to discuss the mat-
ter. 

Mayor Kevin Grissom called for 
the closed session following heavy 
pressure from citizens who attend-
ed the meeting. Locals called for 
the matter to be worked out imme-
diately. (See related story).

Council members Timmy Sapp, 
Shawn Godwin and Linda Gail 
Dennison initially voted against 
Grant’s appointment. Council-
men Corey Lesseig and Keith 
Brooks voted in favor. Councilman 
Charles Broady was absent from 
the meeting.

After meeting in closed session 
for approximately 20 minutes 
while more than 50 people waited 
in the lobby of city hall, the council 
reconvened and voted to approve a 
resolution appointing Grant as city 
clerk at a starting salary of $20/
hour with a raise to $21.75/hour 
upon completion of certifi cation re-
quirements for municipal clerks in 
the state of Georgia.

City Attorney Adam Ferrell, 
who serves as parliamentarian for 
the council, told The Times there 
was no need for the council to re-
verse their earlier vote against 
Grant’s appointment. Their deci-
sion to approve a resolution at the 
end of the meeting is suffi cient, he 
says.

Grant was one of two top candi-
dates named for the position earli-
er this month. The other top can-
didate, Renè Bolden, withdrew her 
application Saturday, February 8.

Grant was hired by the city last 
spring and has been fulfi lling the 
job duties of city clerk since former 
clerk Suzanne Manning resigned 
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Cries of outrage and calls 
for at least one council mem-
ber to step down amidst cheers 
and applause, marked what 
some longtime Blackshear 
residents describe as the most 
tumultuous city council meet-
ing they’ve ever attended last 
Tuesday night.

More than 50 residents 
attended last week’s council 
meeting after January’s meet-
ing was brought to a grinding 
halt by the unexpected propos-
als of newly-elected Council-
woman Linda Gail Dennison. 
(See related stories in the Jan-
uary 21 edition of The Black-

shear Times).
Residents showed up last 

week primarily to hold the 

council accountable for their 
decisions by their presence, but 
when the council voted down 
Jenny Grant’s appointment as 
city clerk by a 3-2 vote, they 
took more aggressive action, 
pressing those who voted no to 
explain why.

Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Angela 
Manders opened the meeting 
by giving the invocation. She 

implored council members to 
act with wisdom and humili-
ty. A few minutes later when 
the fl oor was opened for public 
comment, she addressed the 
council again, chastising them 
for their actions last month.

“I have never been more 
ashamed of or more concerned 
for the future of Pierce Coun-
ty,” Manders said. “I am going 
to beg you all to behave in a 
more professional, orderly, and 
respectful manner or resign 
your position.”

Manders reminded the 

council their disputes, which 
play out in the public eye, are 
costly to the community, poten-
tially pushing away industrial 
and economic growth in the 
area.

“Your actions negate ev-
erything the Chamber, the 
Development Authority, and 
the Main Street Program are 
working to accomplish for our 
community,” she continued. 
“The way you have conducted 
yourself in this very room, on 
social media and out in the 
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Vinyl is ‘in’ again with 
teens, young adults

Vinyl records are back, but did they ever really go 
away?

Teens and young adults are now collecting records 
with the same tenacity as their grandparents did in 
the 1950s, 60s and 70s. Most are intrigued by music 
in an actual physical medium versus the digital plat-
form of today’s greatest hits.

Ryan Strickland, a senior at Pierce County High 
School, is one of those teens.

“I think it’s cool to hold the music,” Strickland 
says. “It’s a piece of art really, somebody put their 
heart and soul into it.”

Strickland’s grandmother, Jene Barsness, was 
thrilled when Strickland began to show an interest in 
records two years ago, requesting a record player for 
Christmas. The longtime music fanatic couldn’t wait 
to share her love for records with her granddaugh-
ter so she packed up a box of old records and brought 
them to Strickland.

“Oh, it tickled me to death!” Barsness says. “I just 
absolutely loved it. I couldn’t believe she wanted a re-
cord player.”

Strickland’s favorite of “Nanny’s” albums is an 

original Elvis “Blue Hawaii” record.
Vinyl may be a more durable medium for listening 

to music than those compact discs (CDs) of the 1980s  
— scratch one of those or leave it on a hot car dash 
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Locals may 

petition for 

removal of

city offi cials

Will a Blackshear city council mem-
ber, or members face removal from of-
fi ce?

That’s a question the council may be 
grappling with after Better Hometown 
board chairman Mat Boatright asked 
City Attorney Adam Ferrell to explain 
a section of the city charter pertaining 
to the removal of elected offi cials from 
offi ce at the close of last week’s tumultu-
ous council meeting. (See related story). 

Ferrell was not prepared to discuss 
the issue without research and advised 
Boatright he worked at the request of 
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Ryan Strickland, PCHS senior and daughter of Steve and Bethany Strickland, sits in her bedroom surrounded by some 

of her favorite records – some vintage and some new. – Photo by Bethany Strickland

Michael Drawdy, 24-year-old avid record collector, thumbs 

through old albums at Corner Market Antiques & Furni-

ture in Blackshear.

Grant is 

city clerk

Record sales will surpass CD’s in 2020

America’s national bird, the bald eagle, 

visited Pierce County on President’s Day. 

Fred Lee, a former staff  member of The 

Times, snapped this photo of the regal, 

but rarely seen bird near Ace Pole on U.S. 

Highway 84 Monday morning. “I was run-

ning an errand and spotted him in the 

big fi eld there and when I pulled over he 

fl ew up into the pecan trees,” Lee told The 

Times. “I pulled up in a driveway and took 

a dozen pictures with my camera.”

B’shear residents demand answers
     City council votes down Grant for clerk, caves to public pressure 

and reverses course after locals ask ‘why’ repeatedly Tuesday night
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Zay Plummer (No. 5) drives to the basket for two points against 

Peach Co. in the fi rst round of AAA playoffs. The Bears and Lady 

Bears are now in the Sweet 16.  – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Todd Carter holds up three fi ngers while standing on 

the platform for his third state wrestling championship. 

The PCHS wrestling team came in 7th at state.

Blackshear resident Wes Kutch 

questions council as to why they 

voted down Jenny Grant’s ap-

pointment for clerk.


