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449-6693.
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Thanks for the thrills of a

record-breaking year to remember!

2020 Bears are 
AAA State Champs
PCHS wins fi rst ever football state crown 

with 13-7 win over Oconee County 

This special section is presented here by PrimeSouth Bank as a tribute to our PCHS Bears for representing our community as winners & gentlemen. Go, Bears!

“It felt like a ring on my fi n-
ger.” 

That’s the way D.J. Bell 
describes his 15-yard run in 
overtime lifting sixth-ranked 
Pierce County to a 13-7 vic-
tory over second-ranked and 
previously unbeaten Oconee 
County in the Class AAA state 
championship game at Georgia 
State’s Center Parc Stadium.

The fi nal run came after cor-
nerback Daytin Baker under-

cut a pass from Oconee Coun-
ty quarterback Jacob Wright 
on the Warriors’ fi rst snap in 
the extra session setting off 
a wild celebration from the 
PCHS supporters who made 
the trip to Atlanta, the team 
and those back home watching 
on TV.

“In a game like this, that’s 
close all the way, who ever 
makes the last mistake, the 
other will usually end up win-

ning,” said head coach Ryan 
Herring, whose team won its 
ninth straight game since its 
lone loss to Class AA runner-up 
Fitzgerald.  “I’m just so happy 
for the players and the com-
munity. I’d like to think I had 
something to do with it, but it 
was God’s grace and mercy and 
having some great, great high 
school football players.”

The two plays in overtime, 
the 10th in GHSA fi nals his-

tory since 2007, followed 48 
minutes of hard-nosed football 
between two teams that were 
near mirror images with regu-
lation ending in a 7-all tie.

The two teams battled 
through three quarters knot-
ted in a scoreless tie. The 
teams combined for just 246 
total yards before combining 
for 121 yards on consecutive 
drives and went from score-
less to 14 points in under three 

minutes.
“Pierce County is a really 

good football team and we just 
couldn’t sustain any drives or 
do anything offensively,” said 
Oconee County head coach 
Travis Noland.

Wright hit Jake Johnson in 
the left corner of the end zone 
and the Warriors (12-1) struck 
for the game’s fi rst score with 
10:09 remaining. 

Pierce County (13-1) re-

sponded with a 7-play 80-yard 
drive that was aided by a 45-
yard pass play, the Bears’ best 
of the day. They scored four 
plays later on a fi ve-yard run 
by Bell.

PCHS head coach Ryan 
Herring said he wasn’t sur-
prised the Warriors went to 
the pass play in overtime be-
cause of the Bears’ defensive 
tendencies.  The play turned 
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