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A friend of mine had some hand-held digital 

scales at the ramp so we put the fish on them. 
The scales read 1-lb., 12-ozs. At that point I’m 
thinking I might have the state-record fish.”

“Later that afternoon around 5 o’clock, we 
took the fish to the Department of Natural Re-

sources office where it was certified as the new 
state-record red-

breast.”
The redbreast’s 

certified weight was 
1-lb., 12.32-ozs.

The first Satilla 
River redbreast re-

cord this spring came 

on April 26 when Will 
Steed, of Hortense, caught 
a  1-lb., 7.2-oz. fish, beat-
ing the old record of 1-lb., 
5.92-ozs. set back in 2015.

However, Steed’s 
record would be short 

lived. A 1-lb., 9.44-oz. fish 
caught April 28 would 
beat his brand-new record, 

a fish he said he was wait-
ing his whole life to catch. 

The person to break Will’s re-

cord was his 15-year-old son, Car-

ter Steed.
“My dad and I were fishing that afternoon in 

the Brantley County area of the Satilla River. 
He had caught the new river record redbreast 
two days earlier, and I was hoping to beat him,” 
said Carter.

Carter was throwing a crawfish-colored Sa-

tilla Spin, while his dad was pitching a bug in 
the front of the boat. The anglers were having 
pretty good luck, having already caught a dozen 
fish, including a couple of fish around the pound 
mark.

Around 7 o’clock in the evening, the pair 
were fishing around a deep-cut bank they felt 
would be holding some good fish.

“We were pitching to a spot that was hard to 
throw in, I threw in there a couple of times, and 
Dad tried it with the bug. On my third cast I got 
it where I wanted it. As I retrieved it, I felt my 

he Satilla River may be the hottest 
river in the country right now, with 
three redbreast records falling this 

month.
The Georgia state-record redbreast was 

caught last week on the red-hot Satilla Riv-

er. The 1-lb., 12.32-oz. rooster caught by Les-

ter Roberts beat the old state record, a 1-lb., 
11-oz. redbreast caught in a Coweta County 
pond in 1998.

Roberts’ state-record redbreast is the 
third time in recent weeks the Satilla River 
record for redbreast has been broken on Geor-

gia Outdoor News (GON) Georgia Lake 

& River Records.
Roberts’ fish was caught May 

7 while he fished a bass tour-

nament with longtime friend 

Whitey Hendrix. They were 
competing out of Burnt Fort 

Landing on the Satilla.
“We had put in that 

morning and started fishing 
upriver. We had a couple 
good bass in the livewell and 
were hoping to pick up a few 

more,” said Lester.
Roberts was beating the banks 

with a Bandit crankbait, looking for 
a big bite from a hungry bass, when the 
boat approached a deep bluff wall with a lay-

down with several limbs running out from it. 
“I cast up in the limbs in the swift current 

and was bringing my crankbait back out. 
That’s when he slammed it,” said Roberts.

Roberts fought the fish with Hendrix look-

ing on, and both anglers thought they had a 
pretty good bass on the line until the moment 

the fish broke the surface.
“I swung him in the boat, and we couldn’t 

believe just how big he was. We’d never seen 
anything like it,” said Roberts.

With more than 100 years of combined ex-

perience on the water, and neither of the an-

glers ever seeing a redbreast that big before, 
they were certain it had to be a new river re-

cord for the Satilla.
“We fished the rest of the day and man-

aged to finish second in the tournament. 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor
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Graduation exercises for the 
Class of 2022 will take place Fri-
day, May 20, but will be a little lat-
er than usual this year.

This year’s graduation ceremo-

ny will be held at 8 p.m. at Bear 
Stadium. The start time is an hour 
later than in years past. 

The ceremony will be open to 

the general public. 
Valedictorian Harrison Fisher 

Crews and Salutatorian Benjamin 

Isham Crews will lead the class 
of 2022. Contingency plans are in 
place for inclement weather. (See 
related story.)

The 211-member PCHS Class of 
2022 includes 40 honor graduates. 

Fisher Crews is the son of Taite 
and Kimberly Crews. He also has a 
younger sister, Avery.

He currently serves as the stu-

dent council president at PCHS 
and formerly served as president 
of his class. He is a member of the 
Beta Club, FFA and is captain of 
the varsity golf team. The team is 

competing at state this week. He is 
active at Destination Church and 
also volunteers for the DC Down-

town Food Bank in Waycross. 
He is a National College Board 

Rural Student Award winner and 
was on the FFA Meat Evaluation 
Team and the AG Sales team. 

Crews was also co-STAR stu-

dent with Arthur Riechert.
Crews will be attending South-

ern Methodist University in Dal-
las as a Hunt scholar this fall. He 
plans to major in finance and eco-

nomics. He hopes to eventually get 

into investment banking. 
Salutatorian Benjamin Crews 

is the son of Roger and Amanda 
Crews. He has an older sister, Ella 
Kate Smith, and two younger sib-

Benjamin Isham 

Crews

Harrison Fisher 

Crews

The home stretch is in sight for next 
week’s general primary election.

The general primary election will be 

held Tuesday, May 24.
Pierce County’s two polling stations 

will be open from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. Tues-

day, May 24. The polling stations are Ea-

gle Station, 3507 Williams St, Patterson, 
GA 31557 and Pierce County Gym/NFC, 
705 College Ave, Blackshear, GA 31516.

Voters can check which location they 

go to vote at mvp.sos.ga.gov or by calling 
the Pierce County Board of Elections and 
Registration at (912) 449-2028.

Early voting will continue through 
this Friday, May 20. Early voting is from 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. All early 
voting will be held  at the Pierce Coun-

ty Courthouse Annex, 312 Nichols St., 
Blackshear. 

The deadline for requesting absentee 

ballots has passed. There will be no vot-
ing on Monday, May 23.

Early voting has been brisk with a to-

tal of 1,150 casting ballots early by last 
Saturday, May 14. A total of 56 absentee 
ballots have been cast. 

Those numbers are about 450 higher 
than the last general mid-term election 

in 2018. 
In a recent article by the Atlanta Jour-

nal Constitution, Pierce County led the 
area in turnout when compared to sur-

rounding counties.
As a percentage of total voters, though, 

the numbers could be better. Pierce Coun-

ty has about 13,000 registered voters.
Voters must choose a party in the pri-

mary election  — Republican, Democratic 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Graduation set for Friday
Harrison Fisher Crews is valedictorian; Benjamin Isham Crews is salutatorian

Primary 
election 
day is 
May 24

A chase down U.S. Highway 84 Friday 
evening with speeds reaching 100 miles per 
hour ended in the arrest of a Blackshear 

man. 
According to Sheriff Ram-

sey Bennett, Wilbur High-

tower, 22, was arrested after 
the chase ended in a wreck at 

the Satilla River bridge at the 
Pierce-Ware County line. 

Hightower has been 
charged with two counts 

of aggravated assault on a 
peace officer, felony fleeing 
and attempting to elude, pos-

session of crack cocaine with 

intent to distribute, felony 
possession of marijuana with intent to dis-

tribute, possession of a controlled substance 
(Tramadol), possession of a firearm during 
the commission of a felony, theft by receiv-

ing stolen property, possession of a drug re-

lated objects and reckless driving. 
The incident began about 7:36 p.m. Fri-

day as deputies with the Pierce County 
Sheriff’s Office attempted to serve Hightow-

er with warrants for offenses from an earli-

er case including possession of cocaine, fel-
ony possession of marijuana, possession of 
a firearm during the commission of a felony 
and fleeing and attempted to elude. 

“We had active warrants on Mr. High-
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Lester Roberts is shown  

below with the new 

state-record redbreast 

caught from the Satilla 

River. Roberts’ fish 

weighed 1-lb., 12.32-ozs.
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