
enovating a nearly 4,000 
square foot, two-story, 
hundred-year-old home 

from top to bottom would intim-
idate even the most confi dent of 
homeowners, but not Pierce Coun-
ty newcomer Gene Monteleone. 

Monteleone is a man with a plan  
— for the historic Belvin House on 
Park Street that is. He intends to 
fi nish the restoration project by 

2025 and then have the home reg-
istered with the state historical 
society and the national historical 
landmarks in commemoration of 
its 150th anniversary.

He purchased the former Pierce 
County Courthouse (circa 1875) 
in 2019 and began renovations of 
the home’s eight bedrooms, four 
baths, library, offi ce, den, kitchens, 
dining room, laundry room, sun 
porch, mud room and living room 
in earnest last fall. The 146-year-
old house has six fi replaces and the 

property (.67 acres) also features a 
two-car garage/workshop with its 
own shower and bath.

“The structure is as sound and 
solid as the day our forefathers put 
nail to wood to build a grand Court-
house for the citizens of Pierce 
County. The Grand Old Lady has 
been burnt, battered by storms and 
some of her land has been sold off 
to neighbors, but she still stands 
proudly on Court House Street, 
(now Park Street) 117 years after 
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A new Dollar Gener-
al may soon be coming to 
Pierce County.

The Joint Planning and 
Advisory Board (JPAB) ap-
proved a rezoning request 
from Teramore Develop-
ment for a 2.5 acre tract at 
the corner of Hwy. 121 and 
St. Johns Church Rd. The 
company has been develop-
ing Dollar General stores for 

more than a decade, includ-
ing the one built in Bristol.

The JPAB’s recommen-
dation will now be forward-
ed to Pierce County Board 
of Commissioners for fi nal 
approval on the rezoning re-
quest from agriculture-for-
estry to commercial. The 
property was reportedly re-
zoned from multi-family to 
AF a few years ago.

The 2.5 acre tract is be-
ing subdivided from a 30 
acre parcel and is mostly 
surrounded by woods. The 
Southside fi re station sits 
on adjoining property to the 
west.

Site plans indicate the 
driveway for the new store 
will be located on St. Johns 
Road rather than on the 
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Gov. Brian Kemp rolled back long-
standing COVID-19 distancing restric-
tions in Georgia last Thursday amid a 
mix of relief and 
concern from local 
businesses and pub-
lic-health experts.

G e o r g i a ’ s 
months-long ban on 
gatherings of more 
than 50 people in 
one place will be lift-
ed per orders from 
the governor, who 
has steadily moved 
to ease safety mea-
sures imposed since 
the virus swept the 
state in March last 
year.

Restaurants and 
bars are allowed to 
seat patrons at least 
3.5 feet from each 
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Sheriff Ramsey Bennett and 
the City of Patterson have agreed 
to a new inmate housing agree-
ment.

Patterson agreed to a $10 per 
day, per inmate increase, and the 
sheriff’s offi ce will provide more 
inmate work crews for city proj-
ects. 

County commissioners ap-
proved the new inmate housing 
agreement at their regular month-
ly meeting last Tuesday night.

Under the new agreement, 
Sheriff Bennett will allow Pat-
terson to house prisoners at the 
Pierce County Jail at a rate of $45 
per day, up from $35/day. 

Bennett and Patterson Mayor 
Dedi Thomas told The Times ne-
gotiations over the matter were 
brief and cordial.

Since the amount of money in-
volved is small, Patterson’s char-
ter allows the mayor to make the 
agreement without city council 
approval. Patterson averages less 
than one inmate per month in the 
Pierce County Jail. 

“The sheriff has always been 
good to Patterson and he’s always 
done whatever I have asked him 
to help our citizens,” said Thomas. 
“We sat down and hammered out 
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Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 
fi led an answer to the City of 
Blackshear’s amended petition 
Thursday in an ongoing le-
gal dispute over a jail housing 
agreement for city inmates.  

Bennett’s attorney Rick Cur-
rie argues the sheriff – as jailer 

of the county – has “power and 
authority” to set the daily in-
mate housing rate and the sher-
iff is given “duties by state law 
as to the operation and manage-
ment of the county jail.” 

Currie denies the city’s 
claims that the sheriff has no 
lawful authority to require the 
city pay a daily rate higher than 
the rate previously contracted 

for between the county and the 
city and contends Bennett is 
not bound by a Service Delivery 
Strategy (SDS) between the city 
and the county.

“(Bennett) was not a party 
to any SDS and, therefore, is 
not bound by such SDS in the 
operations and management of 
the Pierce County Jail,” Currie 
says.

According to Currie’s an-
swer fi led last week, the Board 
of Commissioners can accept or 
modify Bennett’s daily jail rate, 

and the   is tasked with billing 
and collecting that fee from the 
city.

“That’s their (county’s) deci-
sion ... The sheriff runs the jail. 
He can set whatever rate he 
wants to. It’s up to the county 
to bill,” Currie told The Times 
Monday.

Currie gave an insurance 
analogy as explanation for his 
argument: Your doctor can bill 
$500 for a procedure, but your 
insurance company may only 
commit to pay $300, he says. 

The city continues to argue 
the BOC has sole authority to 
set, bill and collect the inmate 
housing rate.

Currie points out that while 
litigation is ongoing and in the 
absence of a rate agreement 
with the city, Bennett is accept-
ing inmates charged with an 
indictable offense and those ar-
rested on municipal violations 
even though the law does not 
require him to do so.

“There is no such applicable 
law that requires the sheriff to 

receive persons charged with or 
convicted of a municipal viola-
tion,” Currie writes.

Currie also dismisses case 
law cited by the city’s special 
counsel, Brandon Palmer, as 
irrelevant to the issues of the 
case and requests Senior Judge 
E.M. Wilkes III dismiss or deny 
the city’s amended petition and 
prayer for declaratory relief.

Wilkes has set another hear-
ing in the case for Friday, May 
14. The hearing will begin at 10 
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Weekly Savings
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Special election to 
fill Sapp’s seat will 
be June 15  – Page 2

• Memorial Sa-
tilla Health had 
3 COVID-19 
positive inpa-
tients Monday 
and no persons 
under investiga-
tion (PUIs) for 
the virus.
• Dept. of Pub-
lic Health re-
ported two new 
cases in Pierce 
last week.
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Kemp rolls 
back virus 
restrictions

Gene Monteleone details his plans for a long-term renovation project at the Belvin House on Park Street. The historic 
home once served as a Pierce County Courthouse. Monteleone bought the house in 2019.

Patt’son 
agrees to 
jail fee 
increase

New owner plans period-themed redo 
of Belvin House, former Courthouse

New Dollar General coming to Pierce?
Teramore 
Development, 
LLC provided 
this rendering 
of the pro-
posed Dollar 
General at the 
corner of Hwy. 
121 and St. 
Johns Church 
Road.

Bennett: I have authority to set jail rate
   Sheriff’s legal counsel says Bennett is not 
bound by agreement between city, county
�

Pierce Co. coronavirus cases, 
hospitalizations at record low
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