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Delores 

Welch

Three candidates have qualified to 
run for District 6 on the Blackshear City 
Council. 

Retired horticulture instructor Mark 
Deal, West Fraser employee Chris Dru-

ry and defense attorney Johnny Thigpen 
Jr. all qualified last week to run for the 
seat left vacant by the death of Linda 
Gail Dennison. 

Dennison, 74, passed away July 18, 
following a short illness. 

The election will be held Tuesday, No-

vember 8 as part of the general election. 
If one of the candidates does not re-

ceive 50 percent plus one November 8, a 
run-off election will be held Dec. 6.Danielle Wester receives 

‘Teacher of the Year’ honor

A Waycross man has been 
arrested after he alleged-

ly stole a Blackshear police 
cruiser from the Circle K near 
the courthouse Tuesday eve-

ning. 
Marzadiu Lebaron Ser-

mons, 32, is facing multiple 
charges after he allegedly 
stole a Blackshear Police De-

partment Ford 
Explorer police 
cruiser.

According to 
Blackshear Po-

lice Chief Chris 
Wright, Ser-

mons has been 
charged with 
theft by taking 
motor vehicle, 
entering auto, 
felony fleeing or 

attempting to elude, interfer-

ence with government prop-

erty, possession of firearm 
during commission of crime, 
possession of marijuana and a 
number of traffic offenses.

A Blackshear police officer 
investigating a possible car 
jacking at the Circle K left the 
vehicle running and due to a 
possible door fob issue the ve-

hicle was left unlocked. 
Sermons allegedly took 

the cruiser and raced down 
U.S. Highway 84 through 
Pierce and Ware counties and 
down U.S. 1 through the City 
of Waycross and Ware and 
Charlton Counties sometimes 
reaching speeds in excess of 
130 miles per hour. 

According to Charlton 
County Sheriff Robert Phil-
lips, his deputies deployed 
stop sticks to flatten the tires 
on the cruiser and stop the 

chase near the Relax Inn in 

Folkston. 
Units with the Blackshear, 

Waycross and Folkston Police 
Departments and the Charl-
ton County Sheriff’s Office 
participated in the pursuit.

Chief Wright said Sermons 
is also the suspect in the at-
tempted car jacking at the 
Circle K.

He is currently being held 
in the Pierce County Jail. 

A murder investigation has 
been opened into the death of 
a man who was found dead on 
Zirkle Road in the eastern portion 
of the county Tuesday morning, 
August 10.

Pierce County Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett confirmed Friday evening 
the body of Dale Austin Duncan, 
21, of Waycross, was found on tim-

ber company property off of Zirkle 
Road. The body was discovered in 
a wooded area near the road, but 
not close to the boat landing or the 
steel dam on the Little Satilla Riv-

er there. The sheriff said the State 
Medical Examiner’s Office has de-

termined Duncan’s death was by 
homicide.

Sheriff Bennett said the Pierce 
County Sheriff’s Office and Ware 
County Sheriff’s Office are cur-

rently working leads in the case, 
but as of Monday night no arrests 
have been made.

“We ask the public to help us 
by being our eyes and our ears,” 
Sheriff Bennett said. “If you saw 
or heard something or know any-

thing about the case — no matter 
how small it might be — please 
call us.”

Tips may be called in to the 
Pierce County Sheriff’s tip line at 
(912) 807-TIPS (8477) or by call-
ing 911.

Sheriff Bennett confirmed 
Duncan had earlier been reported 
missing from his home in Ware 
County. 

Duncan was a life-long resi-
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Danielle Wester always knew 
there’s “something special” about 
school. 

She combined her love for chil-
dren, her love for people and her 
love for learning into a teaching 
career. 

That love for teaching and 
learning was recognized last week 
as Wester was selected as the 
Pierce County School System’s 
Teacher of the Year. 

A PCHS class of 2013 graduate, 
Wester went on to receive a bach-

elor’s degree from Valdosta State 
University. 

Upon graduation, she returned 

home and started her teaching 
journey at Blackshear Elementary 
School (BES). 

She taught kindergarten her 
first four years and is beginning 
year five in first grade. 

“I remember vividly starting 
kindergarten at Patterson Ele-

mentary. There was just some-

thing so special to me about 
school,” Wester said.

Wester said that as she moved 
into middle and high school her 
love for learning developed into a 
love for children and people.

When she considered how she 
could combine the two, teaching 
became the obvious answer.

At last week’s board of educa-

tion meeting, Wester gave credit 

to fellow nominees Kelli Doss of 
Patterson Elementary, Anja Evors 
of Pierce County Middle and John 
Ratliff of Pierce County High 
School for helping her become the 
teacher she is today since each of 
them taught her. She also said she 
has learned by observing Midway’s 
teacher of the year, Mabry James.

School superintendent Dara 
Bennett congratulated Wester on 
her honor.

“Mrs. Wester is one of many 
educators in our system that ex-

emplifies our ‘grow our own’ phi-
losophy. To keep highly qualified 
educators in our schools like Mrs. 
Wester, we encourage them to 
come back to teach alongside those 

Deal, Drury 

and Thigpen 

qualify to fill 
B’shear seat

Former Times’ 

columnist, Dee 

Welch, passes
Delores “Mrs. Dee” 

Welch, former long-time 
community columnist for 
The Blackshear Times, 
passed away Saturday 
evening, August 13, 2022, 
at Hospice Satilla Hospice 
House in Waycross, fol-
lowing a brief illness.

Welch wrote “Dee’s 
Corner” for The Times 

School superintendent Dara Bennett (left) and Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction 

Yvette Newton (right) congratulate Danielle Wester (center), Pierce County’s Teacher of the Year. 
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Car jacking suspect steals police car 

The body of Dale Austin Duncan, 

21, of Waycross, was found on 

Zirkle Road last week.
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