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October 22, 2022

Denerio Dejuan Hill was con-

victed of all counts in the Octo-

ber 2020 murder of his step-fa-

ther, George Baker. 

Hill’s trial took place in 

Pierce County Superior Court 

last week. Jurors deliberated 

about two hours before return-

ing the guilty verdicts on all 

eight counts. 

Hill, 29, was convicted of 

murder, felony murder, two 

counts of aggravated assault 

and four counts of possession of 

a firearm during the commis-

sion of a crime. 

Judge J. Kelly Brooks de-

ferred sentencing 

at the request of 

Hill’s defense at-

torney Bradley 

Collins. Report-

edly, plans are to 

ask the court for 

leniency for Hill 

during the sen-

tencing. The sen-

tencing hearing 

will take place 

Thursday, June 

23, in Pierce County Superior 

Court. 

Assistant Waycross Judicial 

Circuit District Attorney Shawn 

Wildes prosecuted the case on 

behalf of the state.

Wildes specifically commend-

ed the Blackshear Police De-

partment for their hard work in 

investigating the murder.

Blackshear Police Chief 

Chris Wright also compliment-

ed his staff for their efforts on 

the case. 

“I am proud of the hard work 

our folks did, especially Major 

Robby Boatright and Detective 

Robbie Gill. They left no stone 

unturned to give some closure to 

the Baker family,” the chief said. 

Wright also commended 

Wildes and Rocky Bridges with 

the District Attorney’s office for 
their work. 

During the trial, jurors heard 

testimony from 11 witnesses de-

tailing the events of October 4, 

2020. All of the witnesses tes-

tified for the prosecution. Hill 
reportedly claimed self defense, 

but did not testify. Collins did 

not call any witnesses to testify 

on his behalf.

Law enforcement and rescue 

personnel responded to the Bak-

er home on Eva Street at about 

3 p.m. that Sunday afternoon 

and found Baker, 59, lying in 

the roadway. 

Hill reportedly used a .380 

handgun and shot Baker three 

times. Hill then got into a Nis-

san Altima and ran over Baker, 

tearing off a portion of the fend-

er and breaking the windshield 

of the vehicle. He then fled to 
Douglas where he was arrested 

later that night. 

The state medical examiner 

Dr. Jill Spinner testified that 
Baker’s gunshot wounds, specif-

ically two in the back and one in 

the thigh, would have been fatal. 

However, she also said Baker’s 

body showed significant injuries 
from being struck by the Altima. 

Court documents showed 

Hill had a history of disputes 

with Baker. Hill had previously 

been arrested in 2018 for shoot-

ing up Baker’s vehicle at the 

same address.

Hill has an extensive record 

dating back to juvenile court. 

Jury selection began last 

Monday with a panel of 12 se-

lected to hear the case beginning 

Tuesday morning. The trial last-

ed all of Tuesday and through 

mid-day Wednesday.

A high security presence was 

observed at the courthouse Mon-

day morning as the proceedings 

got underway. (See related sto-

ry.)

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Investigation started into 

threats made to witnesses
An investigation is under-

way to threats made against 

witnesses at the Denerio Hill 

murder trial last week. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 

confirmed this week an inves-

tigation is underway. 

“We know that at least two 

prosecution witnesses were al-

legedly threatened prior to the 

trial last Monday,” said Ben-

nett.

Bennett said he could not 

give additional details citing 

the ongoing investigation. 

Pierce County may be wel-

coming its sixth Dollar Gen-

eral franchise in the coming 

year.

The Pierce County Plan-

ning Commission approved a 

request by Teramore Develop-

ment for a poroposed new store 

on U.S. Highway 84 at County 

Farm Road in Blackshear. 

The approval came at the 

planning commission’s regu-

lar monthly meeting Monday 

morning. 

Teramore requested the 

rezone for 2.68 acres at the 

intersection of Highway 84 

and County Farm Road. The 

proposed location is across the 

road from the United Market. 

The planning commission 

approved changing the zoning 

from Agriculture/Forestry (AF) 

to Neighborhood Commercial 

(NC).

Final approval of the zoning 

change and store will be up to 

the Pierce County Commission. 

The commission is expected to 

receive public input and vote 

on the issue at a public hearing 

at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 5, at 

the Southeast Georgia Region-

al Agriculture Center, College 

Avenue, Blackshear.

Other Dollar General loca-

tions in Pierce County include 

2019 GA-121, Bristol; 6525 

US-84, Patterson; 1590 U.S. 

Highway 84, Blackshear and 

992 Yeomans St, Blackshear. 

The current newest location 

at 4637 St Johns Church Rd, 

Blackshear opened in 2021.

Approval for a new Dollar General store is being considered at U.S. Highway 84 and County Farm Road in Blackshear.    -File photo

New Dollar General being considered at 

intersection of County Farm and Hwy. 84
BY ETHAN MITCHELL

Staff Writer

Denerio 

Dejuan Hill

Hill ‘guilty’ on all counts in step-dad’s murder

Emmanuel Baptist is once 

again planning a fireworks dis-

play to celebrate July 4. The 

event will take place at dark 

Sunday, July 3. 

The fireworks will begin at 
dusk and will originate from 

the large field Emmanuel owns 
located between the sanctu-

ary and Strickland Avenue, at 

the rear of the Pierce County 

Courthouse. 

The 20-minute display 

should be visible throughout 

the downtown Blackshear area.

“We encourage citizens to 

Emmanuel Baptist to 

host fireworks July 3

Emmanuel Baptist will host a fireworks display Sunday, July 3, in 

honor of Independence Day.         -File photo
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