
Santo Niño has been hired as 
Pierce County’s new EMA direc-
tor/fi re coordinator. 

A native of 
Edinburg, Texas, 
Nino, 46, served 
for 15 years in the 
U.S. Army. He is 
a fi refi ghter and 
an emergency 
medical techni-
cian. He has been 
employed with 
the Waycross Fire 
Department for 
10 years attain-
ing the rank of lieutenant. He is 
also the training coordinator for 
Ware County fi re departments.

Niño earned an associate’s 
degree in fi re science technolo-
gy from the Wiregrass Technical 
College in Valdosta and is cur-
rently a senior enrolled online at 
Columbia Southern University in 
Orange Beach, AL, working to-
ward a bachelor of science in fi re 
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magine being sur-
rounded by your 
peers and not being 
able to communicate 

with them and instead being 
isolated and lonely. 

A new club at Blackshear 
Elementary School (BES) 
this school year aims to break 
down those barriers. 

A sign language club has 
been formed to help students 
learn to communicate with 
the hearing impaired. 

Rachel Fain, American 
sign language interpreter for 

the Pierce County Schools, is 
the founder and coach for the 
new club. 

Fain works with hear-
ing impaired students in 
the school system. She signs 
teacher instructions and 
lessons to students who are 
hearing impaired. 

“I saw a need both ways,” 
she said. “Hearing impaired 
students need sign language 
to learn and their friends 
need to be able to sign to 
communicate with them,” 
Fain said. “It helps us reach 
out and it helps open up in-
teraction.”
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Grady EMS 
takeover set 
for April 15 
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Lakeview Golf Club is once again a scenic 
spot Blackshear residents can be proud of. 

The lake, drained in December from a par-
tial dam failure, was full and wildlife had re-
turned last week, just days after a dam repair 
was completed.

Geese, ducks and other wildlife — report-
edly including an alligator — are frequenting 

the lake and the club has been active with 
golfers out on the course for an early spring-
time game. The lake will be restocked with 
fi sh March 20.

Pipe was installed last month in the sec-
tion that partially collapsed after heavy rains 
in December caused an erosion approximately 
fi ve feet deep in the dam. The failure put locals 

living in the area on high alert for fl ooding for 
several hours December 3 as the lake drained 
into the Alabaha River taking the lake’s fi sh 
and wildlife with it.

The repair took only a couple weeks to 
complete. Weather conditions were favorable 
for the construction in February.

The club is currently waiting to hear 

whether they’ve been awarded grant funding 
for the repair.

Inset photo above: A duck takes fl ight from 
its perch on a log and swoops over the lake. 
Native wildlife have returned to Lakeview 
after the dam was repaired last month. The 
lake will soon be restocked with fi sh, too.

Lakeview has beautiful lake view again
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‘Hello, my name is ...’

Santo Niño

Bomb post: 
14-year-old 
sentenced 
to 2 years

A 14-year-old student charged with 
terroristic threats in connection with a 
bomb threat at Pierce County Middle 
School in January has been sentenced to 
two years in a detention facility.

The male juvenile pleaded guilty Feb-
ruary 12 in Juvenile Court and was sen-
tenced to a two year commitment 
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Grady EMS/South Georgia EMS of 
Atlanta will offi cially take over Pierce 
County Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) April 15.

“Grady will offi cially assume opera-
tions April 15,” said County Manager 
Jason Rubenbauer.

EMS director James Spivey says the 
transition is going as planned. 

“Everything is going well,” said Spiv-
ey. “Grady is currently doing employee 
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Andrew Barrett and Tyden Bradley sign to each other during a sign language club meeting at BES. The 
Club is new this year, an effort to help students communicate with their hearing impaired classmates.

Interpreter Rachel Fain teach-
es students at BES how to 
converse with each other using 
American sign language.

BOC hires 
new EMA 
Director

Students learn to ‘sign’ in new Club

Male student pleads guilty to 
posting PCMS bomb threat on FB

Santo Niño, Wayx fi reman, 
has accepted the position

Bus driver fired 
-  Page 11A
Annie Perritt, Pierce County school 
bus driver, was terminated Monday 
night after being placed on leave. 
Perritt wrecked a bus last month with 
students on board.
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