
Southern 
Ionics to 
create 100 
new jobs

Local mining company Southern Ionics 
Minerals (SIM) will be creating 100 new 
jobs in coming months after an agreement 
reached with Chemours Titanium Tech-
nologies to mine a mineral sand deposit in 
Wayne County.

Twenty of those jobs are expected to be 
at the company’s mineral separation plant 
in Offerman. The remainder will be with 
the mining operation itself.

The mine site is on private property cur-
rently used to grow commercial timber. As 
the mining progresses through the site, the 
land will be reclaimed continuously and re-
stored to productive timberland, according 
to a company press release.

The new mine will reportedly add an-
other $7.7 million to SIM’s current payroll, 
bringing the company’s total number of 
employees to approximately 250.

“I think this is outstanding for Pierce 
County as well as the region and am ex-
cited to see the development moving for-
ward,” says Pierce County Industrial De-
velopment Authority Executive Director 
Matt Carter.

SIM, headquartered in Offerman, will 
Continued on Page 5

Pierce County voters will go 
to the polls for a general elec-
tion run-off for two statewide 
posts on December 4, but ear-
ly voting is open now through 
Friday. 

Republican Brad Raffen-
sperger and Democrat John 
Barrow will face off for Sec-
retary of State. The two were 
locked in a neck-and-neck bat-
tle at 49 percent each state-
wide after the general election 
Nov. 6. Raffensperger held a 
slim 16,000 vote margin, out of 
almost 3.9 million votes cast. 

Continued on Page 16

Run-off 
election 
Dec. 4

Low-impact technology will 

extract minerals, boost local 

economy with new investment

Early voting open 

now through Friday

It’s a holly, jolly time 
and Pierce County has 
much to celebrate this 
holiday season! 

The Pierce County 
Bears have won again 

and are headed to De-
catur, Ga. Friday night 
to take on Cedar Grove 
so Pierce County’s 
Christmas parade has 
been rescheduled for to-

morrow, November 29, 
at 6 p.m.

Pierce County’s 
“Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree” parade 
Continued on Page 2

Holiday parade Thurs.
night; Christmas in the 
Park set for Friday, Sat.

Pecan crop is 
dismal this year  
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.
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At left, City Public Works employee Daniel Merritt smiles down from 

a bucket truck where he was stringing Christmas lights on the large 

oaks in the city park Monday. Above, candy canes line the park 

sidewalks ahead of Christmas in the Park festivities this weekend.

Unbeaten ninth-ranked Pierce County 
did what the naysayers said they couldn’t 
— beat third-ranked and unbeaten Monroe 
Area in the Class AAA quarterfinals.

A 14-point underdog, the Bears (13-0) 

shocked everyone across the state with a 
24-7 victory that was not as close as the fi-
nal score on a cool, misty night before a near 
capacity crowd.

“This is special,” head coach Jason 

Strickland told his team of the ride they are 
on. “All season long you have done things 
the right way. We’re going to ride this thing 
until it ends.

“You are one of four teams remaining in 

the playoffs. I am so proud of you.”
The quarterfinal win was the first in 

school history after losing the first four 
times to third-ranked Lincoln County (1982; 

Continued on Page 6

A host of Bears take the field ahead of their 24-7 victory over Monroe Area Friday night. The Pierce County Bears are now headed to the Final Four for the First 
time in school history. At left, Head Coach Jason Strickland gets a congratulatory hug from his wife, Michelle.   Photos by Jennifer Carter Johnson and Jimmy Lydon

Bears roar to Final Four!

Star athletes, coaches, 

benefactor named to 

local Hall of Fame

Lindy Blount

H.M. “Mac” 

Thompson
Fitzgerald Williams

R.L. Ransom Genevieve Strickland 

Pope

The second annual induction ceremony for 
the Pierce County Sports Hall of Fame will be 
held Saturday, December 15. 

The event will begin at 7 p.m. at the Lee 
Street Resource Center. 

Admission is $20 per person. Seating ca-

pacity is limited to 300. 
“This year we are switching from a formal 

dinner format to light hors d’oeuvres.We also 
will not feature a keynote speaker. We ana-
lyzed feedback from last year’s attendees and 
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