
Greg Stone, candidate for Pierce 

County sheriff and retired state 

trooper, has called for an outside 

investigation into what he describes 

as ‘double dipping’  — law enforce-

ment offi cers receiving pay from 

the Blackshear Police Department 

(BPD) and Pierce County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce (PCSO) simultaneously.

“As a police offi cer of 33 years, 

this needs to be looked at by 

the FBI or the GBI,” Stone told 

Blackshear council members and 

Mayor Kevin Grissom at a coun-

cil meeting last Tuesday night.  

“We got a mess here folks.”

For several months, Stone 

has reportedly been reviewing 
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Georgia Governor Brian Kemp, 

echoing the call of Centers for Dis-

ease Control (CDC) offi cials and 

Vice President Mike Pence, has 

called for public gatherings to be 

limited to 50 people or less, and 

local churches and organizations 

have been heeding that call. 

Many congregations, including 

First Baptist Church and Em-

manuel Baptist Church, canceled 

services last weekend and civic 

organizations are also postponing 

weekly meetings for the time be-

ing. Blackshear Rotary Club has 

canceled meetings for the remain-

der of the month at the recom-

mendation of Rotary Internation-

al leadership.

Local restaurants and small 

businesses are also starting to 

see the impact of coronavirus as 

the public begins to stay home, 

preparing their own meals and 

remaining indoors when possible.

Some noticed a decrease in 

business over the weekend, par-

ticularly on Sunday as a result of 
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In an effort to help keep the 

community informed on local 

endeavors to reduce the spread 

of coronavirus, The Blackshear 

Times is offering FREE access to 

news articles published on our 

website through the end of March. 

The e-edition will still be restrict-

ed to subscribers only.
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BARBERS OF 

BLACKSHEAR

Dozens of locals enjoyed a 

free hot dog (or two or three) 

and a Coke® downtown last 

Thursday amidst bright 

skies and a gentle breeze.

Blackshear’s Main Street 

Program (Better Hometown 

BHT) held a celebration of 

all downtown barbers in 

front of longtime barber Olis 

Davis’ barbershop on Main 

Street last week  in conjunc-

tion with National Barber 

Shop Day.

The event was similar 

to Davis’ annual Christmas 

parties downtown where 

he served free hot dogs and 

Coke® to the hundreds who 

gathered on his sidewalk for 

the event. Davis’ shop has 

been closed for months due 

to his ongoing health issues 

and he was unable to hold 

last year’s Christmas party.

Last week’s event or-

ganizers had hoped Davis 

would be able to attend the 

event alongside other 
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News Editor

Two locals 

apply for 

top job at

PC Schools

Almost a dozen candidates  — include 

two who are local — have applied to be 

Pierce County’s new school superinten-

dent and a hire could come by the end of 

the month.

A total of 11 applications have been 

received for superintendent. Two of the 

applicants are from within the system 

and indications are the board intends to 

hire locally. Of the 11 applications, only 

one was from out-of-state. 

The Board of Education met yester-

day afternoon (Tuesday, March 17, after 

The Times’ deadline) to interview ap-

plicants for the position. Acting school 

board chairman Duward Boatright indi-

cated the board would likely name fi nal-

ists for the job then. 

Once the board names a fi nalist or fi -

nalists, state law requires the public be 

notifi ed and a 14 day waiting period ob-

served before a hire is made.

The board has been moving quickly to 

fi ll the position. 

During a called meeting last Thurs-

day, the board met in closed session for 

two hours and nine minutes to review 

applications that were received for the 

job. 

Boatright fi lled in for Chairperson 

Linda Zechmann who was out of town 

for a family medical issue last week. 

Zechmann participated in the meeting 

by phone. Second district board member 

Mitch Hall was ill and was not present 

at the meeting.

The board then met again in closed 
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At left, Brandon LeFountain, barber with The Black Shear Barbershop, signs a get well card for fellow downtown barber 

Olis Davis. At right, longtime fi refi ghter Johnnie Anderson is all smiles while fi xing up his third free hot dog of the day.

Sam Walker and Keith Brooks chat last Thursday 

at Better Hometown’s National Barber Shop Day 

celebration downtown.

Business 

owners 

combat 

COVID-19

The Times 

off ers FREE 

web news

Barber Shop Day 

celebration held DT

City employees put up temporary fencing in the Park Tuesday morning 

after city offi cials called for its closure due to coronavirus concerns.

Candidate for sheriff calls for investigation at BPD
Greg Stone 

addresses 

Blackshear City 

Council regarding 

allegations of 

‘double dipping’ 

within the police 

department, with 

documents he 

obtained via an 

open records 

request last Fall.

Coronavirus: Local activity slows to crawl
 Schools, parks close. Events, games, civic 

meetings and church gatherings canceled.

�

Business advocates

encourage residents to 

keep supporting local 

stores, eateries, shops

• Greg Stone 

spoke with The 

Times last week 

regarding his 

claims against 
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More Details

BOE receives 11 applications 

for school superintendent post

Local offi cials are following 

the lead of federal and state 

leaders who instituted more 

precautionary measures over 

the weekend to reduce the 

spread of coronavirus in the 

U.S. and Georgia, but their 

message remains the same – be 

cautious and calm.

While public health offi cials 

stress there have been no con-

fi rmed cases of coronavirus in 

Pierce County, citizens nation-

wide have been asked to limit 

social interaction to contain the 

spread of the virus.

Perhaps the biggest impact 

locally came with the decision 

to cancel school for two weeks. 

Pierce County Schools closed 

yesterday (Tuesday, March 17) 

and will remain closed through 

Monday, March 30. Local offi -

cials made the decision Sunday 

and Georgia Governor Brian 

Kemp issued an executive or-

der Monday night closing all 

schools statewide over the same 

time frame. An assessment will 

be made March 30 whether to 

resume classes. Spring break 

will be observed Monday, April 

6-Friday, April 10. 

All high school sports have 

been canceled for the time be-

ing. The middle school’s spring 

season has been canceled en-

tirely.

State school superintendent 

Richard Woods has also sus-

pended state testing for Geor-

gia Milestones and other re-

quired testing and attendance 

related regulations. Pierce 

County School Nutrition is in 

the planning process of provid-
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