
Blackshear will hold a special called election 

March 19 to fill the unexpired term of former 
Mayor Dick Larson who resigned in August 
2018. Mayor Pro Tem Keith 
Brooks has served as acting 

mayor since Larson’s resigna-

tion.

Larson’s four year term be-

gan in January 2018. Whoever 
is elected mayor in the March 
special election will finish out 
Larson’s term through 2021.

Qualifying for the special 
election will be held at the 
County Annex Boardroom, 312 
Nichols Street, Monday, Febru-

ary 18 – Wednesday, February 
20, at noon.

The qualifying fee is $180. 
Early voting will be held at 

the Courthouse Annex on Nich-

ols Street from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Monday, February 26 – Friday, 
March 15.                                                                                                  

Blackshear Church of God Pastor, Kevin 
Grissom, announced last August he would seek 
the mayor’s office this year. 

The Times has not yet been made aware of 
anyone else intending to run for Blackshear 

Pierce County has a new code 
man.  

Chris Bond started work Jan-

uary 14 and brings previous expe-

rience as a building inspector in 
Richmond Hill and Brunswick to 
the job.

Bond follows former Commu-

nity Development Director Dell 
Brown who resigned in Decem-

ber. 
County commissioners made 

the decision to split Brown’s posi-
tion into two jobs  — zoning ad-

ministrator and code inspector. Lindsay Thomas, 
former bookkeeper for the planning department, 
now serves as zoning administrator while Bond 
handles all code issues including permitting, 

Continued on Page 5
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Time moves on, and sometimes that’s not a bad thing. 
Time has brought advancement in medical treatment, 

technology, and here in Pierce County, how local volun-

teers fight fire. Much has changed over the last 40 years.
“We’ve come a long way from 

putting the wet stuff on the red 
stuff,” says Blackshear Fire Chief 
Bucky Goble, while looking at black 
and white photos of area firefighters 
battling the Pierce Timber Compa-

ny blaze in March 1979.
The Pierce Timber fire was 

thought to be started by sparks 
from a passing train. Firefighters 
from three counties fought the fire 
that destroyed the timber company 
building, equipment and lumber, 
and brought traffic along Hwy. 84 
to a standstill for hours. 

Damage was estimated to be 
$200,000, an amount that translates to nearly $700,000 
today when accounting for inflation.

Men manned fire hoses in T-shirts and jeans, their 
pants soaked with backspray from the nozzle. Dedicated 
volunteers squinted to see the flames they were dousing 
through thick, acrid smoke, and they wore ball caps. No 
helmets, face masks or gloves to be had.

Risk of an explosion and potential loss of life was high 
with butane and diesel fuel tanks near the vicinity of the 
fire.

These days, dedicated firemen  — some who braved 
that ‘79 inferno  — still show up to ‘put the wet stuff on 
the red stuff,’ but the risk of bodily harm is greatly re-

duced with advances in turnout gear.
“When these guys started they had raincoats. We 

called them ‘glorified raincoats’,” Goble says with a laugh.
Each fireman now has an ensemble of gear protecting 

Continued on Page 2

Fighting the hot stuff

EMA: Roberts still on leave; BOC advertises post
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.
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Rev. Kevin 

Grissom 
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in August 

2018 he 

would run 

for mayor.

‘We’ve 

come a long 

way from 

putting

the wet 

stuff on the 

red stuff’
– Bucky Goble

Blackshear Fire Chief

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Firefighters battle the 
1979 Pierce Timber Co. 
fire in thick smoke with 
little protective gear.

Firemen from across the region helped fight the Pierce Tim-

ber blaze. Pictured above, firefighters manned the hose with 

no gloves, turnout gear or helmets. Their jeans are soaked 

from water backspray.

• BFD now regularly uses foam to fight fire. Foam breaks 
the surface tension of water so it soaks into materials 
faster.

• Structures burn nearly four times faster now than they 
did 30 years ago. 

More Details

Technology improves, methods change. 

Volunteer firefighters answer the call regardless. 
Their devotion to Pierce County is steadfast.

Bell jigs past 
an Appling Co. 

defender on 

the way to a 
PCMS victory.

Can’t touch this!Farr is a STAR ...
Pierce County Middle School Bears captured the SE Georgia 
Middle School Athletic Conference championship 
Saturday with a 68-42 win over Arthur 
Williams. D.J. Bell (right) scored a 
game-high 33 points. – Page 7

... a STAR student that is. Cason Farr, a senior at PCHS, is 
the school’s STAR student for this year. Farr has selected 
Rebecca King as his STAR teacher. The STAR student is 
chosen annually based on academic excellence and attaining 
the highest SAT score among the senior class. – Page 5

Blackshear 

mayoral 

election is 

March 19
Qualifying for the special 

election to fill Dick Larson’s 
unfinished term is Feb. 18-20

Bond is new PC 

code inspector

Chris Bond, 
Pierce Code 
Inspector

Pierce County may soon have a new 
Emergency Management Agency direc-

tor/fire coordinator even as  Leonard 
Roberts’ status remains in limbo. 

Roberts has been on a medical leave 
of absence since late October.

The federal Family Medical Leave 
Act (FMLA) requires Roberts be given 
12 weeks of leave time or he must pro-

vide a timeline for his return.
The nature of Roberts’ illness was 

not disclosed. Roberts and County 

Manager Jason Rubenbauer have both 
declined comment about specifics re-

garding Roberts’ condition. 
Rubenbauer confirmed Monday that 

Roberts has not tendered a resignation 
Continued on Page 5


