
Pat Griffi n has kept local cars 
on the road for over 42 years 
dispensing both parts and wis-
dom about all things mechanical 
across the counter of his business, 
Pierce Auto Parts. 

Now, the longtime parts store 
owner is retiring. 

A good example of a small 

hometown business, Griffi n has 
remained busy, dispensing knowl-
edge for free from his years of ex-
perience and parts for a nominal 
price. 

“I’m in the same location where 
I began in April of 1978,” Griffi n 
says of his U.S. Highway 84 store. 
“It has been a long journey and I 
have had some of the best custom-
ers you would ever want.”
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Pierce County native and 
Snellville resident Bradford Bai-
ley’s television program, Senior 
Fit by Bradford, 
is now being seen 
all over the coun-
try as a result 
of the shelter in 
place put into ef-
fect earlier this 
year because of 
the threat from 
COVID-19 (coro-
navirus). 

Bailey is the 
owner of SeniorF-
itAtlanta. An 
exercise physiol-
ogist and senior fi tness expert, 
Bailey holds a bachelors of sci-
ence degree in exercise physiol-
ogy from Valdosta State Univer-
sity. He has extensive training 
in the area of clinical exercise 
physiology, exercise testing and 
prescription, biomechanics, and 
cardiac rehabilitation.  

Through his busi-
ness, he has taken his 
love of exercise and his 
passion for senior cit-
izens and channeled 
them into a 30-min-
ute television pro-
gram.  

Bailey hosts the program in 
which he uses simple and safe 
strengthening workouts seniors 
can conduct in the comfort of 
their own homes. 

The program airs in the Met-
ro Atlanta area at 8:30 a.m. and 
10 a.m.

Bailey created the program 
prior to the pandemic, but the 
show has found a larger than 
normal audience in recent 
weeks owing to shelter in place 
orders confi ning all citizens, in-
cluding seniors, at home. 

The television station made 
the program available world-
wide on the internet at aibtv.
com by clicking LiveTv at 8:30 
or 10 a.m. daily. The show is  
also available on the station’s 
YouTube Channel (AIBTv Se-

niorFit By Brad-
ford).

Bailey encour-
ages Pierce County 
seniors to watch the 
program and join in 
on the exercises. 

“They are wel-
come to call me anytime with 
fi tness questions or concerns,” 
he said. 

Bailey’s number is 404-909-
6872.

He encourages Pierce Coun-
ty’s younger residents to assist 
seniors with tuning in to the 
show.

Bailey’s parents, the late 
Bobby and Cora Bailey of Offer-
man, were longtime community 
servants in Pierce County. Mrs. 
Bailey worked for the Depart-
ment of Family and Children’s 
Services (DFCS). 

“I grew up around senior 
citizens when I would go with 
Mama on her work with DFCS,” 
he said. “I learned very early in 
my life to respect my elders and 
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A citizen petition for the removal from offi ce 
or recall election for Blackshear council mem-
bers Linda Gail Dennison, Shawn Godwin and 
Timmy Sapp is under discus-
sion again.

A special committee ap-
pointed by Mayor Kevin 
Grissom to review the matter 
held an investigative hearing 
Thursday night, June 25.

Approximately 30 people 
attended the hour-long hear-
ing in person while another 
200 watched the proceedings 
online. Dennison, Godwin and 
Sapp were invited to attend 
the hearing and offer explana-
tion or defense to the charges 
against them, but none did.

Grissom appointed coun-
cil members Keith Brooks, 
Charles Broady and Corey 
Lesseig (the remaining coun-
cil members not named in the 
petition) to the committee 
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Former Pierce County Com-
mission Chairman Mitch Bowen is 
remembered this week as a “good 
man who tried to 
serve others.”

Bowen, 80, died 
Thursday night, 
June 25, at Memori-
al Satilla Health in 
Waycross, following 
an extended illness. 

“I loved that 
man,” said Joanna 
Yarbrough, longtime 
family friend. “He 
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Mitch Bowen

Bailey’s fi t-

ness show is 

also available 

on Youtube.

Happy Fourth of July!
Thirteen-year-old Abigail Rozier, daughter of Bar-

ry and Sarah Rozier of Patterson, wishes Pierce 

Countians a happy Fourth of July holiday. Rozier, 

a dance student at Dancer’s Studio on Main, was 

photographed in front of Blackshear’s newest 

downtown mural. 

       – Photo courtesy of Kati Tolbert Photography. 
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‘We shouldn’t 

have to police 

you like this. 

You’re acting 

like a bunch 

of kids who 

don’t get 

their way.’

– Zach Lee,

business owner
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PC native

helps seniors 

stay active

Employees will receive their 
cost of living raises on schedule 
and city operations will proceed 
ahead for another year. Black-
shear City Council unanimously 
approved a $2.6 million general 
fund budget for fi scal year 2021 at 
a called meeting last Wednesday, 
June 24. The new budget year be-
gins today, July 1.

“I appreciate the council com-
ing together tonight, and we will 
continue to have dialogue and 
believe for great things in the up-
coming fi scal year,” Mayor Kevin 
Grissom said after the budget was 
passed.

Budget approval was initially 
slated for Tuesday, June 16, but 
there was not a quorum of council 
members present to vote on the 
adoption that night. The budget 
was then voted down 3-2 at an-
other called meeting Thursday, 
June 18.

The council reached a consen-
sus on four budget sticking points 
at a work session Monday, June 
22, and then passed the budget 
last Wednesday as originally pre-
sented which did not require the 
budget to be re-advertised and 
another public hearing scheduled. 

Councilman Shawn Godwin 
made a motion to reconsider adop-
tion of the budget last Wednesday
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Pierce Co. native 

Bradford Bailey is 

host of a fi tness 

program for seniors 

on television. 

B’shear 

approves 

budget

Investigative hearing held Thurs. 

to review petition for Dennison, 

Godwin, Sapp’s removal from 

offi ce or special recall election

Former PC 

chairman 

has died

The ‘parts man,’ has retired

to the 

Bradford Bailey’s exercise

program broadcasts nationally

Griffi n retires after more than 40 

years as owner of Pierce Auto Parts.

COVID-19 spikes here.
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