
Local child facing implant surgery

Blackshear city councilwoman Linda Gail 

Dennison is the subject of an ethics violation 

complaint  — the fi rst ethics complaint fi led 

against a Blackshear offi cial since the board of 

ethics was formed last year.

Blackshear resident Wes Kutch fi led the eth-

ics complaint against Dennison for reportedly 

threatening two District Five residents with 

legal action if they signed a petition recently 

circulated for the recall election of Councilman 

Shawn Godwin. (See related story).

“She’s an embarrassment to the city,” Kutch 

told The Times.

Kutch says he had been considering fi ling an 

ethics complaint against Dennison for some 
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District Six Blackshear City Council mem-

ber Linda Gail Dennison and local Republican 

Party leader Kay Godwin may face misdemean-

or charges after reportedly attempting to inter-

fere with an ongoing citizen effort to obtain sig-

natures for a recall election petition for District 

Five City Council member Shawn Godwin.

Kay Godwin is council member Godwin’s 

grandmother.

A special prosecutor with the Attorney Gen-
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Lanna Denison is the new  princi-

pal at Blackshear Elementary School 

after Dee Treadwell announced her 

retirement last week. 

Treadwell submit-

ted her resignation 

for retirement at the 

regular work session 

of the Pierce County 

Board of Education 

last Thursday morn-

ing. The announce-

ment came following 

a 23 minute closed 

session to discuss per-

sonnel. 

Treadwell had been 

on bereavement leave 

since the beginning 

of the school year. 

Her husband, Blake, 

passed away suddenly 

in July. 

“We love and ap-

preciate Dee and all 

she has done at Black-

shear Elementary,” 

said Superintendent 

Dara Bennett in an-

nouncing Treadwell’s 

retirement.

Treadwell served with Pierce 

County Schools for 30 years, includ-

ing the last two as principal at Black-

shear Elementary. She had previ-

ously been assistant principal there 

and had been an instructional coach 

at both Blackshear Elementary and 

Midway Elementary.

Denison had been serving as inter-

im principal at Blackshear Elementa-

ry since school started last month. 

Bennett announced the board has 
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Denison 

takes top 

spot at BES

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Puryear is 

new BOE 

Dist. 4 rep.
Local businesswoman Wendy Ben-

nett Puryear has been appointed to 

the district four seat on the Pierce 

County Board of Edu-

cation. 

Puryear, a resident 

of Mershon, is the 

co-owner of the Hud-

dle House and Sur-

cheros Restaurant in 

Blackshear. 

She and her hus-

band, Doug, have two 

children.

The school board 

voted to appoint Puryear to the seat at 

their regular meeting Monday night. 

She succeeds longtime district four 

representative Duward Boatright. 

The vacancy occurred when Boatright 

was appointed chairman of the board 

of education. He had to resign the 

district four seat to be appointed as 

chairman. 
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Lanna Denison

Dee Treadwell
-Photo courtesy 

Osburn Studios

Elise Winn was the special 
guest for a parade in her honor 
Friday afternoon at her home 
in the Tanglewood Community. 

Winn was set to undergo a 
cochlear implant surgery Mon-
day, Sept. 14, at Children’s 
Health Care in Atlanta. 

Winn is a big fan of fi re 
trucks and Pierce County Vol-
unteer Fire Department and 

Blackshear Volunteer Fire 
Department along with fam-
ily, church family, neighbors 
and friends staged a parade 
through her neighborhood last 
Friday afternoon, September 
11. 

Winn is a frequent visitor 
at Harborview Pierce County 
volunteering to visit residents 
there both before and with 

the social distancing visitation 
caused by COVID-19. 

Winn, her parents, Jarvis 
and Crystal Winn and her sis-
ter, Brooklyn Winn, stood be-
side the road as a steady cara-
van of cars and trucks and fi re 
and police vehicles traveled 
by holding signs and balloons 
blowing bubbles and running 
sirens.

Good luck, Elise!

Top photo: Elise Winn waves at local fi refi ghters 

during a parade in her honor Friday afternoon. 

Above at right: Cousins Adaline Leach and Elise 

Winn share a visit with therapy dog “Chico” at Fri-

day’s parade. At left: Sisters Elise and Brooklynn 

Winn with the lovable Ear from Hearing Plus Au-

diology. Below at right: Elise Winn is shown after 

the parade signing “I love you.” Below at left: Elise 

Winn, her parents, Jarvis and Crystal Winn and 

sister, Brooklynn Winn, greet well-wishers during a 

parade in Elise’s honor in front of her home Friday 

afternoon.

Shawn Godwin 

recall petition 

submitted Fri.
A petition calling for the recall of Blackshear 

Councilman Shawn Godwin (District Five) has 

been submitted to the Pierce County Board of 

Elections for certifi cation.

Elections Superintendent Leah Ritch told 

The Times she received the petition Friday, 

September 11. She has 30 days to certify the 98 

signatures on the petition.

Ritch verifi ed Komanecky’s application for 

the petition for recall Tuesday, August 11, 

within the fi ve day time frame provided to the 

election’s offi ce per state law. Thirty signatures 

were required to verify the application and for 
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Wendy Puryear

PC School System releases fi rst 

weekly COVID-19 status report
Two Pierce County students 

tested positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus) last week, nine 

students and two staff members 

were quarantined following ex-

posure to the virus. No staff 

members tested positive for the 

virus last week.

That was the report release 

Friday, September 11, by the 

Pierce County School System. 

The system will now release 

a weekly COVID-19 status 

report, posted under a new 

‘COVID-19’ tab on the district’s 

website – pierce.k12.ga.us. 

“We update the COVID tab 

on our website every Friday.  

We have been blessed in our 

school system with very few 

positive cases or quarantines 

due to close exposure.  It is a 

testament to our community 

the way everyone has helped by 

keeping students who are sick 

home and following Depart-

ment of Public Health (DPH) 

and Centers for Disease Con-

trol (CDC) guidelines so that 

our students can attend school 

safely in person,” says School 

Supt. Dara Bennett.
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Former BES Principal 

Dee Treadwell retires

City offi cial, 

PC activist

accused of 

stalking
Linda Gail Dennison, Kay Godwin 

investigated by BPD, Attorney Gen.


