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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Jim Echols will join the Pat-

terson City Council as its newest 

member in Janu-

ary. 

Echols and Da-

vid Smith  qualified 
for the two at-large 

seats up for elec-

tion on the council 

during qualifying 

last week. Incum-

bent Teresa Leggett 

decided not to seek 

a third term. Echols 

will fill Leggett’s 
seat on the council.

Echols said his 

focus on the council 

will be helping Pat-

terson to grow. 

“I would like to 

see more business-

es come to town 

and I want to do 

all I can to promote 

that,” he said.

Offerman’s City Council election has been 
canceled after all incumbent council members 

qualified without opposition. 
A public notice about the cancellation of the 

election is included in this week’s edition. 
Tommy Colley, Wade Gill and Candice 

Thorne all qualified for re-election last week. 
 Colley will begin serving his third term in 

January and Thorne is completing her second 

full term. By appointment, she filled out the 
time remaining on the term of her father, who 

died suddenly in April 2013. She was then 

elected to a full term in November 2013.

Gill is currently completing his first term.
The new council members will take office in 

January 2022. 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

McKeon sisters fill Eagle 

Station with tunes, 

crocheted creations

At first glance on Tuesday 
last week, it looked like the Pat-

terson Farmers Market was all 

but done for the summer. 

There were only three ven-

dors set up in the large market 

space at Eagle Station and not 

one shopper could be found in 

the early afternoon.

Still, 16-year-old Meaveen 

McKeon filled the historic room 
once part of the local school-

house with upbeat piano tunes 

as her younger sisters Alissa, 

11, and Kendra, 12, crocheted 

“lovey” bear blankets and baby 

booties at a long table in the 

back. 

It was the first time they’d 
tried their “Teeny Veeny Cre-

ations” booth at the weekly 

market. 

Meaveen — whose nickname 

“Veeny” inspired the family ven-

ture’s title — said that although 
she wasn’t sure if they’d be 
back this week because she’d be 
starting college classes, she was 

glad they gave it a shot.

“We did sell a mermaid and a 

key chain,” said Meaveen, one of 

the oldest children of eight be-

longing to Tim and Cathy McK-

eon, of Blackshear. “School has 

priority over this and I can’t just 
leave my little siblings here by 

themselves. That would not be 

nice.”

The youngest McKeon will be 

5 soon and the oldest is 18. 

Patterson’s Public Relations 

Broady 
vs. Brooks 
for B’shear 
Mayor

Blackshear will have a new mayor and two 

new council members next term.

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Broady and Cur-

rent District One City Council-

man Keith Brooks will face off 

for Blackshear Mayor in the No-

vember 2 general election, and 

residents in districts 3 and 4 

will have new councilmen in the 

new year. 

Broady and Brooks are run-

ning for the city’s top job after 
incumbent Mayor Kevin Gris-

som decided not to seek re-elec-

tion. 

Broady says believes serving 

as mayor pro-tem for the last 

year gives him the experience 

needed for the mayor’s job. 
He says he is running on a 

pro-growth and pro-unity plat-

form. 

“I want to help our downtown 

thrive by bringing in new busi-

ness and I want us to continue 

with renovations to the old jail 

and railroad depot,” Broady 

said. 

At the same time, Broady 

said he wants the city to manage its budgets 

in the right way and not over-budget as a way 

to save taxpayers’ money.
Broady said he will also work to bring unity 

and equality to the city. 

“I want the city council to work together 

and be cohesive. We haven’t always been that 
way. I want to work to improve the flow of 
things,” he said.

Broady is medically retired from the United 

A Brunswick man was killed 

in a tractor accident Friday after-

noon near Offerman. 

John Thomas Smith Jr., 69, 

was pronounced dead at the scene 

by Pierce County Coroner William 

Wilson.

According to Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett, Smith was using a trac-

tor and bush hog to clean up under 

pecan trees at an orchard just off 

of Scenic Drive near Offerman. 

“We believe Mr. Smith was 

knocked off the tractor by a low 

hanging limb and suffered a head 

injury,” Bennett said. 

The 911 call came in shortly be-

fore 6 p.m. Friday.

A passerby noticed that the 

tractor was unattended but still 

running and when he checked he 

found Smith near the machine. 

He attempted first aid, but Smith 
died shortly afterward. 

Smith was associated with the 

family who owned the orchard.

Arrangements for Smith are 

incomplete, but will be with Pear-

son-Dial Funeral Home of Black-

shear. 

Kendra McKeon works on the head of another crocheted bear lovey at her older sister Meaveen’s 

Teeny Veeny Creations booth at Patterson Farmers Market August 17 at Eagle Station. She said the 

heads are hard for her, so she usually only does the blanket portions.     – Photos by K.T. McKee
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The Teeny Veeny Creations crew of the Tim and Cathy McKeon 

family, from left, Kendra, 12, Alissa, 11, and Meaveen, 16, with their 

crocheted goods at the Patterson Farmers Market August 17 at 

Eagle Station.

Just a couple of the carefully crocheted goods by the McKeon 

sisters at the Patterson Farmers Market August 17 at Eagle Station. 
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