
Braxton Harris, a 2019 graduate of PCHS, has heard the 
call to “go west young man!”

But, he isn’t traveling west for gold, fame or fortune, and 
he has no plans to saddle up and move ‘em out. Harris aims, 
rather, to be a duck hunting guide. He’s headed to the wet-
lands of Louisiana, teaming with ducks and geese, to pursue 
that dream.

“I have heard that call … go west young man,” Harris 
says, laughing. “I’m basically just chasing a dream right now. 
I’m going to chase it as long as I can.”

Many of his classmates are packing their bags and head-
ing off to college or the military in coming weeks. Harris will 
pack up too, load down his pickup truck and drive west  — to 
the Honey Brake Lodge in Jonesville, LA. where he’s been 
accepted for a two-year apprenticeship program.

“I always thought I wanted to do something in this fi eld, 
not necessarily the dog training part of it, but waterfowl 
hunting and guiding people (on trips),” Harris says. “Luckily 
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A Blackshear man who stole a vehi-
cle, led law enforcement offi cers on a high 
speed chase, swam across the Satilla Riv-
er to escape and spent four 
days at large has been ar-
rested and charged with 
child molestation and a 
rash of other charges. 

Kenneth Bell, 33, of 
Blackshear, was taken 
into custody about 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 25, in the 
College Avenue/St. Johns 
area of the county. 

Bell has been charged 
with aggravated child mo-
lestation, theft of motor vehicle, fl eeing 
and attempting to elude law enforcement. 
Bell is also charged with a number of mis-
demeanor offenses.

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett said the cir-
cumstances that led to the molestation 
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Blackshear adopts 
FY2020 budget -  Page 2
The city council held a called meeting last 
Thursday to adopt the fi scal year 2020 budget. 
Councilman Timmy Sapp opposed the vote.

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

The Times has new owner

Bell swims 
the Satilla 
to escape 
capture

Pictured (l-
r): Braxton 
Harris, 
Brad 
Arrington, 
Fischer 
Bolden 
and Har-
ris’ hunt-
ing dog, 
Goose, 
show off  
their haul 
from a 
successful 
hunt last 
season.

L-r: Carrie and Matt Gardner with their daughters Makenzie (age 4) 
and Mattie (age 7) in front, Robert and Cheryl Williams.

Harris heeds call to ‘Go West Young Man!’ 
for two-year hunting guide apprenticeship

Kenneth Bell arrested last week, 
charged with child molestation

Braxton Harris, 2019 graduate of Pierce County High, has big dreams. He’s more passionate about duck hunting than your average teen, and 
he’s pursuing that dream all the way to Louisiana. Harris is pictured with his trained labrador, Goose.

Most South Georgia hunters prefer deer season, 
but not Braxton Harris. He has another love – duck hunting.

THRILL OF THE HUNT

Kenneth Bell

A nearby resident took this photo of the pond 
Bell tried to swim across. The tall grass sur-
rounding the pond is known to be “full of 
moccasins” the witness, who wished to re-
main unnamed, says. An alligator has also 
been seen in the area. Offi cers reportedly 
jumped in after Bell without hesitation.

We wish all of our 
readers a safe and 
happy Fourth of July!

This area’s oldest business, The 
Blackshear Times, is 150 years old this 
year and is changing ownership for the 
fi rst time in nearly 50 of those years.

Times Editor & Publisher Robert 
M. Williams, Jr. and his wife, Cheryl, 
have reached agreement to sell Pierce 
County’s local newspaper to MC Gard-
ner Publishing Company, Inc. Matt 
Gardner, formerly of Baxley and Folk-
ston, and his wife, Carrie, will be mov-
ing to Blackshear soon where Matt will 

become the latest Editor & Publisher 
in The Times’ long history. The change-
over takes effect with the July 3 issue.

Carrie Gardner will be a fi rst grade 
teacher at Blackshear Elementary 
School. Matt has previously been as-
sociated with his family’s newspapers 
in Baxley and Folkston. The Gardners 
have two daughters, Mattie, 7, and 
Makenzie, 4.

“I wasn’t sure this day would ever 
really come,” says Robert Williams. 

“Owning a newspaper like The Black-
shear Times was my dream job as a 
young child and it has afforded me a 
wonderful life, countless opportunities 
and helped me make many friends, 
here and across the nation. After near-
ly a half-century, however, it’s time for 
new blood to lead this newspaper on to 
continued success because Blackshear 
and Pierce County deserve nothing 
less than the best.”
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