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WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!

Rain, rain go away. That 
may have been the wish of 
a lot of folks this summer 
whose plans were ruined by 
all the water, farmers in-
cluded.

Emergency Manage-
ment Director Leonard Rob-
erts accumulates rainfall 
data from several locations 
across the county and says 
he doesn’t recall a summer 
this wet … ever. 

I’ve heard a lot of people 
say this is the most rain 
they’ve ever seen,” Roberts 
says.

Local farmers agree. 
Duward Boatright has 

been documenting rain-
fall data with gauges for 
at least 10 years, and now 
uses a smartphone app ‘Farm Logs’ that 
measures precipitation on each of his 
fields, too. Boatright says it’s been a long 
time since we’ve had a summer this wet.

Most parts of the county reported well 
over 30 inches of rainfall this summer with 
the rain just slacking off in September.

From May through August, Ray Dixon’s 
rain gauges in the Trudie and Old River 
Roads area (southeast end of Pierce Co.) 
collected 34.6 inches of water while 

Continued on Page 2

Pierce County reported 30+ inches; 

locals can’t recall a wetter summer

Restored home will be

open for Hospice Gala

A landmark Blackshear 
home has been restored to 
its glory from decades ago 
and will again be a showcase 
for one of this area’s largest 
charitable events in a few 
weeks.

Hospice Satilla’s 6th An-
nual Silver Bowl Gala will be 
held at the Woodlawn Ter-
race home of the Rye family, 
known for years as Wedg-
wood when it was the home 
of Dr. Leonard Durrence and 
family.

The Board of Hospice Sa-
tilla Hospice House looks for-
ward again to bringing those 
family and friends together 
as they host The 6th Annual 

Silver Bowl Gala.  The event 
is planned for Thursday, No-
vember 8, from 6-9 p.m.

The purpose of the event 
is to support the community’s 
Hospice House and to cov-
er costs of non-reimbursed 

services of the agency. The 
Hospice House has cared for 
over 1,236 patients and their 
families since the opening 

of its doors in 2011. In addi-
tion, this year the agency has 
given $207,750 in indigent 
care to patients with no reim-
bursement.

This Silver Bowl Gala is 
not only a social function but  
is an event that allows the 
agency to keep the Hospice 
House doors open and care 
for the facility upkeep.

Tickets are not sold!
Donations may be left in 

the Silver Bowl in the entry 
of the home. If you are unable 
to attend you may send your 
donation to Hospice Satilla, 
808 Evergreen Way, Way-
cross, Georgia 31501. 

This year’s gala site has a 
long history of social events 
dating back decades and has
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BY RAI DUANE

Special to the Times

Summer 
rainfall 
shatters 
recordPierce County’s four year 

graduation rate is 90.8 percent, 
well above the state rate and 
third among the eight counties 
of the Okefenokee Regional Ed-
ucational Services Agency.

The graduation rate data 
was released last week by the 
Georgia Department of Educa-
tion. 

“We are happy with these 
positive results,” said School 
superintendent Dr. Kevin 
Smith. “Our increasing gradu-
ation rate is a positive sign our 
efforts are paying off.

Smith credits the school sys-
tem’s emphasis upon student 
engagement and ... the curric-
ulum, instructional and extra-
curricular programs with the 
increase in the rates.

“We constantly strive to de-
velop learning experiences in 
all of our schools that allow for 
students to attain a strong con-
nection and interest while en-
joying great success,” he says.

Pierce County students 
were a little over nine points 
ahead of the state average of 
81.6. The state graduation rate 
is the highest ever recorded in 
the six years the state has been 
using the current ranking. 

The statewide graduation 
rate has climbed from 69.7 
percent in 2012, the first year 
Georgia began using a federal 
measure to calculate rates. 

Clinch County had a nearly 
perfect graduation rate of 98.9
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Susan and Connor Rye have made it their mission to restore 

the old Durrence home ‘Wedgwood’ on Woodlawn Terrace in 

Blackshear. The Rye’s home will be the site of Hospice Satil-

la’s Annual Silver Bowl Gala. At right, Susan and Connor Rye 

sit in front of their home. Connor is a cancer survivor.

Duward Boatright checks a rain gauge on his 

farm north of Bristol. Boatright has been doc-

umenting Pierce County rainfall for a decade.

Pierce Co. 

grad. rate 

third in 

RESA dist.

‘IT’S A LABOR OF LOVE’

Every two seconds some-
one in the United States needs 
blood. It couldn’t be you … could 
it?

Sherrie Cowan’s family says 
yes, yes it could. 

Cowan died January 20 af-
ter nearly a month of battling 
acute liver failure for which doc-
tors have yet to find the cause. 
During that time she needed 

blood transfusions around the 
clock.

Cowan had been a faithful 
blood donor. A blood drive is 
now being held in her honor on 
Tuesday, October 2, from 1 p.m. 

Continued on Page 2

Voter reg. 
deadline, 
October 9

The voter registration dead-
line for November’s General 
Election is fast approaching. 
Anyone intending to vote must 
be registered by October 9.

Any address or name chang-
es must be made by the voter 
registration deadline as well.

Locals can pick up a voter 
registration form at the Board 
of Elections office in the Court-
house Annex on Nichols Street 
or access one from the Secre-
tary of State’s ‘My Voter Page’ 
site: mvp.sos.ga.gov. Sample 
ballots are also available on 
the MVP site.

Election officials urge locals 
to check their voter registra-
tion status if they have not vot-
ed in a number of years. Geor-
gia voters are removed 
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Sherrie Cowan (left) was a faithful blood donor 

and longtime teacher. Since her death in Janu-

ary from acute liver failure, her daughter, Alexis 

Crumbley, (right) advocates for blood donation.

Remembering Sherrie Cowan

Blood drive salutes faithful 

donor with a ‘heart of gold’
BY SARAH GOVE 

News Editor

‘When we first saw this 

house we were drawn 

to it and felt like it 

needs to be a place 

that gives back’
– Susan Rye

‘I’ve heard a 

lot of people 

say this is 

the most 

rain they’ve 

ever seen.’

– Leonard Roberts

Pierce Emergency 

Management Dir.
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Come join us for this year’s big

HORSESHOE ROAD

YARD SALE

Sat. Oct. 6 at 8 a.m.

912-449-5223

$10 PER HOUSEHOLD

SETUP FEE

From HWY84 in Blackshear turn North on HWY 121, travel 5 miles to 

the first paved road on the left (West Horseshoe Road), look for signs.

www.facebook.com
/horseshoeyardsale

First Baptist Church dedicates $2.3 million, 22,000 sq. foot Ministry Activity Center • Page 5


