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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.
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Melissa Sikes Yeomans of Blackshear 
was inducted in to the Claxton High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Yeomans and five other inductees 
were recognized during  a ceremony last 
Saturday at the Claxton Middle/High 
School Cafetorium. 

A 1970 graduate of Claxton High 
School, Yeomans was a four-year starter 
and letter winner in basketball receiving 
awards such as the free throw award her 
junior and senior years, best offensive 
player her senior year and Most Valu-
able Player her junior and senior years.

Every time Sikes had the ball in her 
possession, she was a threat to score. 
Her toughness and desire to be a great 
teammate led her to be the outstanding 
player she was. In a two-game stretch 
versus Reidsville and Lyons, the team 
was crippled with the flu but she battled 
through all adversities to lead the team 
in scoring both games. She was recog-
nized by the Jaycees as player of the 
week.

Sikes also made a name for herself 
by being a very good tennis player. She 
had one of the best forehands around the 
area. Her foot speed and tenacity made 
her a player that opponents feared. She 
earned three letters in tennis and re-
ceived the Most Valuable Tennis Player 
award.

At the spring sports banquet, Sikes 

Public hearings on the county’s 
proposed millage rate and budget 
are scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 27 and for 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 4. The millage 
rate will be set at the commission’s 
regular monthly meeting Tuesday, 
Oct. 4. All of the budget hearings 
will be held at the Southeast Geor-
gia Regional Agriculture Center 

(SEGARAC), located at 705 College 
Avenue, Blackshear. 

The hearing process was started 
last month, but was canceled and 
the county had to start again after 
a computation error in the original 
proposals. 

Commissioners have proposed 
a millage rate of 11.12 mills an in-
crease of .82 mills over last year. 

The board also proposes a budget of 
$11.9 million budget for 2023. The 
budget is up almost $1.8 million 
over the current year.  

County Manager Jason Ruben-
bauer explained taking back over 
the emergency medical service and 
implementing employee raises are 
the big reasons for the increase in 
the budget. 

He also cited rising fuel costs, 
insurance costs and other inflation-
ary increases as contributing to the 
increase. 

Commissioners opted to help 
offset the millage rate increase by 
dipping into the county’s cash re-
serves. About $800,000 in reserve 
funds will be used to help balance 
the budget.

The Blackshear City Council 
is considering a reapportionment 
plan that would decrease Black-
shear’s number of council districts 
from six to five. 

In a City Council Work Session 
held September 6, Mayor Keith 
Brooks explained that, redistrict-
ing is required before the next reg-
ular election. 

Populations in each district 
must be balanced, with a differ-
ence of less than five percent be-
tween each. 

“The law says after every cen-
sus, every city has to redistrict if 
(its) numbers are not within that 
percentage,” said Blackshear Po-
lice Chief Chris Wright.

In a list of 25 area cities provid-
ed to The Times, Blackshear and 
four other cities have six council 
seats.

Other cities, with populations 
both lower and higher than Black-
shear’s have moved to four or five 
council seats.

These statistics, and the possi-
bility of a more symmetrical dis-
trict map were used to argue in 
favor of the proposed five district 
system.

Brooks suggested the six dis-
trict map is gerrymandered and 
lacks cohesion. 

Maps have been drawn up for 
both proposed districting options 
with assistance from the regional 
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Staff Writer

HOMECOMING 2022

The Pierce County Bears close out the parade like only they can. The Bears face off against Brantley Friday 

at this year’s homecoming game.

Pictured above, The Junior Class of 2024 was awarded 

first place in the high school’s float contest.  The freshman 

class came in second, sophomores placed third and 

honorable mention went to the senior float. Pictured left, 

rec. department cheerleaders smile at the crowd. 
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Pierce County’s annual 

homecoming parade marched 

through downtown Blackshear 

Monday night under a rainbow. 

The annual event featured the 

homecoming court, football 

players, cheerleaders, recreation 

teams and class entries all 

centered around this year’s 

theme: “We’ve got the Beat”. 

Homecoming festivities will 

culminate this Friday night with 

the crowning of the queen at 

halftime of the Bears’ game with 

Brantley County.
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