
“I’m hungry. Can you help?”
The face of hunger is often the 

wide-eyed and teary gaze of a small 
child. Children across America go to 
bed hungry every night, but they ar-
en’t the only ones.

Here in Georgia senior citizens are 
suffering, too, often forced to choose 
between buying food and purchasing 
needed medications. 

Georgia currently ranks tenth in 
the nation for senior hunger, accord-
ing to a recent report from the Dept. 
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Two detour routes will be marked -  Page 2
DOT has identifi ed a north and south detour around the County Farm Rd. closure, depending on mo-
torists’ direction of travel. View maps for both routes on Page 2.
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DOT aims to install 
light at County Farm, 

84 before school starts

Installation of a long-awaited traffi c sig-
nal at the intersection of County Farm Road 
and Hwy. 84 will begin Monday.

The Dept. of Transportation announced 
last week approximately 300 feet of Coun-
ty Farm Road approaching Hwy. 84 will be 
closed Monday, June 24  until Tuesday, Au-
gust 6, for the light construction.  DOT will 
reopen the road temporarily over the Inde-
pendence Day holiday weekend, July 3-8.

“We are looking to have this completed 
by the fi rst of August, before school starts 
again. That is our goal,” says Jill Nagel, 
DOT communications director.  “We’re try-
ing to make it as safe and as effi cient as pos-
sible at this interchange for school traffi c, 
and also accommodating to commuters on 
(Hwy. 84) in the mornings.”

Drivers traveling south of Pierce County 
Continued on Page 2

An aerial shot of the County Farm Road and Hwy. 84 intersection shows steady traffi c on both 
routes. Approximately 300 feet of County Farm’s approach to the highway will be closed this month. 

Road closure on County Farm is slated June 24 - August 6 for 
construction of four traffi c signals at the Hwy. 84 intersection
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Frances Jacobs and Senior Center volunteer Karen Herndon browse the produce at a farmer’s market held for senior citizens.

David Lowman helps Helen Dunaway 
load watermelon at the annual Senior 
Farmer’s Market.

Witnesses at the scene reported the fi re was too hot for them 
to approach the vehicles. Some tried to extinguish the fl ames 
with a water hose.

Three killed in 
fi ery crash on 
Dean Still Road

Three Pierce County families are 
coping with the loss of loved ones fol-
lowing a  fi ery, two vehicle crash on 
Dean Still Road last week. 

Cheryl “Sherry” Barnes, 51, Jo-
seph Herman “Joey” Fennel, 62, 
and Cerriea “CJ” Matthew, 53, all of 
Blackshear, were killed in the 8:30 
p.m. accident last Tuesday evening. 
The accident occurred on Dean Still 
Road near its intersection with Ayrin 
Brook Lane, just east of the Midway 
Church Road intersection. 

According to the accident report 
by the Georgia State Patrol, Fennel 
was driving a 2017 Dodge Challeng-
er west on Dean Still Road at a high 
rate of speed. Witnesses in vehicles 
near Fennel reported he was driv-
ing erratically and the GSP’s inves-
tigation found that the Challenger 
traveled on the shoulder of the road 
for 447 feet before crossing over the 
westbound lane and into the east-
bound lane. 

The Challenger then collided  
head-on with a 2010 Nissan Altima 
driven by Barnes. 

After impact, the Challenger 
vaulted 61 feet overturning onto its 
right side and then onto its top for 72 
feet before coming to rest in the east-
bound lane and bursting into fl ame. 
The force of the impact was so great, 
the motor of the Challenger was sep-
arated from the chassis and thrown 246 feet from the 
point of impact.

Continued on Page 2

FIGHTING HUNGER
ONE CROP

AT A TIME
How to help: For more information 
call Pierce County Senior Center 
Nutrition Manager Lynn Platt at 912-
449-0145 or Area Aging Advisory 
Council representative Karen Hern-
don at 281-4449.

Cheryl Barnes

Cerriea Matthew

Joey Fennel

150th YEAR  •  IS

FREE snow cones in 
city park tomorrow 
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