
Ag Complex presented to BOE
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Pierce County High School 
will have a new and improved 
$800,000 agriculture complex — 
but more space might be needed. 

Michael Chaloult, Kent Vance 
and Rodney Mines of SP Design 
Group in Macon presented plans 
for the new agriculture complex 
in a Zoom call with board mem-
bers.

Chaloult and his design team 
said they met with FFA advisors 
Seth Prescott and John Ratliff, fa-
cilities director Harbin Farr and 
construction manager Rann Ty-
son in designing the new facility. 

The plans call for an ag com-
plex featuring a hog show arena 
with a judge’s platform and a stall 
barn for show animals with both 
facilities separated by a wall to 
hide the pen area. Gates would 
allow presenters and their animal 
to enter the arena. The arena area 
would have three seating areas to 

accommodate up to 150 spectators 
and a half-wall to allow for stand-
ing room crowds. The arena would 
also have a concession stand and 
restrooms. Large fans would cir-
culate air in the show arena and 
stall barn area.

The stall barn and arena would 
be designed to show hogs and 
horses.  

The front would match the high 
school and athletic facilities. The 
facility would be built on the cur-
rent location of the Jimmy Mock 
Arena on the high school campus. 
The stall barn would take in the 
existing structure. The new build-
ing will include the show arena, 
concession area and bathrooms. 

School officials pointed out the 
board already has $500,000 set 
aside for the construction of the 
agriculture arena. The addition-
al funding would come from the 
capital projects funds and the sys-
tem’s cash reserves. 

While board members ap-
peared to be in favor of the overall 

design of the complex, there was 
one major sticking point — space. 

Third district board member 
Chip Griner, long a proponent of 
the ag complex, said he did not 
think the arena area was large 
enough. 

“I think we need to do all of 
what you have proposed, but we 
need to make the arena bigger,” 
he said. “I don’t want us to spend 
all this money and then come to 
find out we needed 20 more feet 
of space.” 

Board members asked Cha-
loult if there was a similar ag 
complex nearby they could look 
at for comparison. Chaloult said 
the closest one he could think of 
was in Monroe County, north of 
Macon, but it was not exactly the 
same design. 

Board members asked Cha-
loult to build on the current plan, 
but make the show arena larger 
and report back to the board. 

No action was taken on the 
presentation. 

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

High-speed 

chase ends in 

accident
A high-speed chase through Appling 

and Pierce Counties Motel ended in a 

crash near Oak Plaza Motel Saturday 

afternoon when Georgia State Patrol 

Trooper Donald Ray Bonner of the Hel-

ena post performed a pursuit interven-

tion technique (PIT) maneuver to end 

the pursuit. According to a report by 

the Waycross post of the Georgia State 

Patrol, Bernard Gary McQueen of Jack-

sonville, FL, was allegedly fleeing from 

the Georgia State Patrol. Reports indi-

cated the chase began in Baxley and 

proceeded south down Georgia High-

way 15 to Blackshear. McQueen was 

driving a 2013 Nissan Armada south on 

Georgia 15 and Bonner used his Dodge 

Charger pursuit vehicle to perform the 

PIT maneuver. McQueen’s Armada left 

the roadway, striking the curb and a 

“buckle up for safety” sign and then 

overturned coming to rest on its wheels 

facing southwest. McQueen attempted 

Pierce County will soon have a 
new Magistrate Judge. 

Current Magistrate Judge 
Glenda Dowling 
has announced her 
intention to retire 
effective July 1. 

Dowling has 
served as chief 
magistrate for 33 
years. She was 
first elected to fill 
an unexpired term 
in 1989 and has 
been re-elected 
seven times, in-
cluding most recently in 2020. 

Under Georgia law, the Supe-
rior Court Judges of the Waycross 
Judicial Circuit will appoint some-
one to fill the remainder of Dowl-
ing’s term. The judges of the circuit 
include Chief Judge Dwayne H. 
Gillis, Judge Jeffrey Kight, Judge 
J. Kelly Brooks and Judgy Andrew 
C. Spivey. 

The term will end at midnight 
December 31, 2024. 

Nominations are currently be-
ing accepted. Those interested in 
being appointed to the position 
can notify the judges by sending 
an email to tgpaulk0758@gmail.
com or regular mail/overnight de-
livery/hand delivery to Chief Judge 
Dwayne H. Gillis, 101 S. Peterson 
Avenue, Suite B-2, Douglas, Geor-
gia 31533.  

Those applying for the appoint-
ment are asked to please submit a 
one page resume’/bio for consider-
ation.  

The deadline for nominations is 
5 p.m. Friday, May 27.

Judge 

Glenda 

Dowling 

to retire 

County, BOE candidates face off at forum 

It was standing room only at 
the May 5 political forum host-
ed by The Blackshear Times 
and the Edward “Bud” Newton 
Center on Tyre Bridge Road in 
Patterson.

Candidates for Pierce Coun-
ty chairman and school board 
chair, as well as candidates 
from county commission dis-
trict 2 and a Patterson City 
Council candidate, were on 

hand to do their best at wooing 
the crowd and gaining votes.

The 90-minute event also 
was streamed live on The 

Blackshear Times’ Facebook 
page and is still available to 
view.

Candidates were asked 
questions by Times’ Publisher 
Matt Gardner and News Edi-
tor Jason Deal that had either 
been emailed to The Times, 
written on index cards passed 
out during the forum, or were 
simply deemed important 

enough by The Times to war-
rant a response by candidates. 

Candidates’ opening and 
closing statements and their 
answers to questions were 
strictly limited to 1 minute 
each. 

First up were school board 
chairman candidates Duward 
Boatright, a 16-year board 
member, and local pastor Mor-
ris Pate. 

Board of Education Chair-

man

Boatright, a father of three 

PCHS graduates, had been 
appointed board chairman in 
2002 upon the resignation of 
Linda Zechmann. He’d been in 
the middle of his fourth term 
representing District 4 when 
he was appointed chair. Should 
he be elected, it would be his 
first term as chair selected by 
voters.

In his opening statement, 
Boatright said he feels like we 
have a great school system.

“I want to be sure we keep 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

County Chairman candidates Mike Streat (center) and Neal 

Bennett answer questions at the forum as Times Publisher Matt 

Gardner (left) moderates the event.

An artist’s rendering shows what the proposed 

new ag complex arena will look like from the front 

and side.              -Photo courtesy SP Design GroupJudge Glenda 

Dowling
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