
Operation Watchful Eye IV 
was conducted in Pierce County 
last week and authorities need 
the public’s help 
in tracking down 
a local sex offender 
who has abscond-
ed. 

Warrants have 
been secured for 
Chearkee Weldon. 
Authorities were 
unable to locate 
Weldon during last 
week’s Operation 
Watchful Eye IV.

“We need the public’s help in 
locating Mr. Weldon,” said Sheriff 
Ramsey Bennett. “He has abscond-
ed which means he is not where 
he registered that he would be. He 
has not checked in with us to re-
port and we have not been able to 
locate him.”

Pierce County has a total of 49 
registered sex offenders living lo-
cally. Weldon was the only one who 
could not be located. 

Operation Watchful Eye IV is 
an initiative involving Georgia’s 
sheriffs. First started in 2015, the 
coordinated statewide effort con-
ducts residence verifi cations and 
compliance checks of registered 
sex offenders during a specifi c time 
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 Linda Dennison will join the Black-
shear City Council in January, Shawn 

Godwin won a four year term in his own 
right and the county’s one cent local 
option sales tax passed, but turnout in 
both the municipal and general elec-
tions last Tuesday was paltry. 

Blackshear’s district fi ve had a total 
of 46 voters out of 296 in the district for 
a turnout of just 15.5 percent. The dis-
trict six race was the highest of the elec-
tion with 19.2 percent as 69 of the 359 

voters in the district cast ballots. Turn-
out for the sales tax election was the 
lowest as only 6.69 percent of county 
voters participated in the referendum. 

Continued on Page 2A
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA • Kroger 
• Harvey’s • Belk
• Dollar General • Sears

Hospice Gala -  Page 8A

The annual Hospice Satilla Silver 
Bowl Gala fundraiser event is set 
for tomorrow night, 6-9 p.m. No-
vember 14, at the Pierce County 
home of Matt and Leslie Cochran.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer
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City mulls 
$1.7M road 
resurfacing
proposal

Blackshear streets will be looking 
better than ever next year and motorists 
should notice a smoother ride through 
town too.

As the 2014 SPLOST (special pur-
pose local option sales tax) sunsets, 
Blackshear is preparing to spend near-
ly $700,000 in SPLOST dollars on road 
resurfacing and improvements in 2020. 
Sales tax dollars combined with other 
grant funds and T-SPLOST (transpor-
tation special purpose local option sales 
tax) dollars will pay for nearly $1.7 mil-
lion in road work next year.

Blackshear allocated approximately 
40 percent of the 2014 SPLOST toward 
road construction and maintenance, but 
the city has used those funds conserva-
tively over the last fi ve years and is now 
looking to spend the remainder of those 
funds on much-needed repaving.

“It’s kind of good to hold that back 
Continued on Page 2A

“I salute all of our veterans. You are my heroes 
and my medal of honor recipients.”

Tony Batten, former Blackshear Mayor, business-
man and U.S. Navy Vietnam veteran, paid that hom-
age to all veterans — living and deceased — during 
Monday’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony. A very 
large crowd was present for the ceremony, which 
took place at Blackshear City Park under sunny and 
blue skies and pleasant weather. American Legion 

Post #181 annually hosts the ceremony. 
Batten, a life-long Pierce Countian delivered a 

folksy, humorous address that also refl ected soberly 
and somberly to those who gave their lives in service 
to their country. 

Batten recounted his service in Vietnam serving 
as a young sailor on board the U.S.S. Montrose and 
later on the U.S.S. New.  

Continued on Page 2A

PCSO on 
lookout 
for sex 
off ender

Potholes like this one on Old Shiloh Road 
may be no more if city council votes to 
move forward with a resurfacing project list.

Where were you?
Voter turnout for county-wide SPLOST renewal less than 7 percent last week

PCHS Competition Cheer defends, claims Region Trophy – Page 7A

At right, City Councilwoman-elect Linda 
Dennison and City Councilman Shawn 
Godwin are all smiles Tuesday night. 
                Photo courtesy of Kim Godwin

Clockwise: Fletcher Godwin, son of recently elected city 
councilman and veteran Shawn Godwin and Kim Godwin, 
proved you’re never too young to be patriotic as he waves 
an American fl ag at the Veterans Day program; U.S. Navy 
veteran and former Blackshear mayor Tony Batten gave 

the keynote address; PCHS Sound of Silver member Will 
Martinez plays “Taps” at Monday’s program in the park; 
Band director Bob Edwards leads the Sound of Silver in 
playing the National Anthem. Band members (front row, 
l-r): Holly Thomas, Ashlyn Pickens and Haley Anna Mercer.

Locals gathered in the city park Monday to thank Pierce County’s 
veterans for answering the call to protect community and country.

Sales tax dollars, grant monies 
would be used to repave 4.49 

Chearkee Weldon reportedly 
absconded from Pierce Co.

Bears are undefeated,
2X Region Champs!

Pierce County left no doubt 
who was the best team in Region 
2-AAA capping a second consecu-
tive unbeaten regular season.

The third-ranked Bears (10-0 
overall, 5-0 region) stretched their 
regular season winning streak to 
20 games with the 42-7 victory 
at Donell Woods Stadium against 
Liberty County (6-2, 3-2), who 
would have dethroned PCHS with 
a victory.

The home setback was the 

worst for the Panthers (6-2, 3-2) 
since losing by the same score in 
2003 to South Effi ngham.

“We came out and the offense 
got a couple of quick scores,” said 
fi rst-year head coach Ryan Her-
ring. “We were able to keep them 
(Panthers’ defense) off balance 
with our running game and pass-
ing game.

“Defensively, we bent some but 
we didn’t break ...
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