
Hardy Maloch has been named as the inter-
im director for Pierce County Parks and Rec-
reation. 

County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer announced last 
week that Maloch would be the 
interim director for the foresee-
able future. 

“Hardy and I are working 
closely together to correct some 
issues at the department,” he 
said. “He will serve as interim 
director for now.”

Rubenbauer said Maloch will 
be given the opportunity to cor-
rect some things at the department through 
the football and cheerleading season and pos-
sibly through the basketball season. 

The manager says that Maloch will then 
help with the transition and the search for a 
new director. 
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October: Farm-to-School Month

Chip Griner demonstrates how 
sap is harvested from local pine 
trees for turpentine production.

How much economic value does 
agriculture bring to Pierce Coun-
ty? 

Several local students could 
probably rattle off the answer this 
month –– $57.8 million. They have 
been taking farm tours and partic-
ipating in a variety of other ag-re-
lated events the last few weeks in 
recognition of National Farm-to-
School Month.

Farm gate value for Pierce was 
$57,827,543.38 in 2018 and the 
major commodities planted here 
last year were blueberries, pecans, 
beef cows, corn, cotton, soybeans, 
tobacco and peanuts.

The Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Academy and Pierce 
County 4-H students toured local 
farms last week. Leadership Acad-
emy students visited a timber site, 
a bee farm, learned about poultry 
and egg production, toured a tur-
pentine operation and visited the 
horticulture class at PCHS while 
4-H’ers stopped at Thomas Blue-
berry Farms, Davis Farms and 

visited with local farmers, Chris 
Mock and Wade Raulerson. Lead-
ership students also enjoyed a 
farm-to-table lunch at Eagle Sta-
tion featuring locally sourced food.

The tours provide students and 
the adult members of Leadership 
Academy a behind-the-scenes view 
of how their food is produced and 
harvested, a concept many have 
never been exposed to in the cur-
rent fast-food culture.

“Our 4-H Farm tour is an op-
portunity for students to see fi rst 
hand how farmers plant, nurture 
and harvest their crops which are 
then converted into the foods we 
eat,” says 4-H Agent Billie Ann 
Birchall. “Our 4-H Farm Tour is 
one aspect of how Pierce County 
4-H helps bridge the gap between 
the farm and our tables.”

“It’s very important for our 
young people, all of us, to under-
stand where our food comes from. 
Even though we live in an agricul-
ture community, still we think it 
just comes from the grocery story. 
How does it get there?,” agrees An-
gela Manders, Chamber of Com-

merce Director.
The sustainability of local farm-

ing and continued success of agri-
culture as an industry depends on 
the next generation understanding 
its impact on their daily routines.

“To assist in creating better 
leaders for tomorrow, we must 
educate them in the number one 
industry in the world  — agricul-
ture,” Birchall continues. “Gener-
ations of today must understand 
where their food comes from and 
what it takes to produce this food.” 

Farms featured on these tours 
are often multi-generational, a 
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News Editor

4-H Agent Billie Ann Birchall, Kim Walters, Riley Thomas and Mike Thomas identify the different stages of blueberries during a Pierce County 4-H Farm Tour.

CLASSROOM DOWN
ON THE FARM

Wade Raulerson speaks to Leader-
ship Academy students about farm-
ing cattle during the group’s 2018 
farm tour.

Dozens of area Dozens of area 
students, adults students, adults 
tour local farms, tour local farms, 
and timber siteand timber site

Maloch
is interim 
recreation 
director
County offi cials say new director 
will ‘correct some issues’

Early voting 
is open now

Early voting for two city council seats in 
Blackshear and the special purpose local op-
tion sales tax (SPLOST) referendum opened 
Monday and will run through Friday, Novem-
ber 1. Voting will take place from 8:30 a.m. - 
5 p.m. each day at the Pierce County Board 
of Elections and Registration at 312 Nichols 
Street, Blackshear. 

Shawn Godwin and Jeffrey Parr are run-
ning for the District 5 seat on Blackshear’s 
council while Roy Gilleon and Linda Denni-
son are both seeking the District 6 seat. Those 
elections are open to registered voters living in 
those respective districts.

A county-wide referendum calling for re-
newal of the SPLOST is also on the ballot. All 
Pierce County registered voters are eligible to 
vote on that referendum. If passed, the 2020 
SPLOST would be a renewal of the current 
SPLOST, not an additional one cent tax.

Registered voters will report to the Pierce 
County Gym at the Southeast Georgia Re-
gional Agricultural Center on College Avenue 
in Blackshear or Eagle Station on Williams 
Street in Patterson on Election Day, Nov. 5. 
The polls will be open from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

There will be no voting Monday, Nov. 4. 

Morningside Dr. crossing to close next week
Pierce County motorists traveling to Way-

cross next week will have to fi nd an alternate 
route around town as Morningside Drive will 

be closed for railroad crossing repairs. 
The crossing between Plant Avenue and 

Screven Avenue will be closed for repairs begin-

ning at 6 a.m. Monday, Oct. 21. The crossing is 
expected to re-open by 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26. 
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