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Nineteen people have been arrested and over 
$100,000 worth of  illegal drugs have been tak-
en off the streets over the last couple of months 
in drug eradication operations conducted by the 
Aggressive Criminal Enforcement (ACE) Team 
and the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office. 

“We have been focusing our efforts on get-
ting this deadly poison off of our streets and 
these cases are the result of those efforts,” said 
Pierce County Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. 

The earliest of the cases dates back to De-
cember 2021, while the most recent occurred 
last week. 

Four people were arrested on drug charges 
on Valentine’s Day.

Joshua Tyler Wolfe, 28, Heaven Leaann 
Wolfe, 31, Cody Matthew Demers, 23, and  Jes-
sica Raye Boyett, 30, all of Blackshear, were 
arrested in connection with the case. 

All four were charged with trafficking meth-
amphetamine and fentanyl.

H. Wolfe and Boyett were additionally 
charged with possession of a firearm during the 
commission of a crime and possession of a fire-
arm by a felon.  

Demers was additionally charged with a pa-
role violation. 

Freddie Lee Anderson Jr., 42,  and Brian 
Chambrice Burroughs, 40, both of Blackshear, 
were arrested Dec. 22, 2021. 

Anderson and Burroughs were both charged 
with trafficking cocaine, methamphetamine, 
heroin and fentanyl, possession of cocaine with 
intent to distribute,  possession of metham-

Like her father before her, Estella 
“Bebbie” Ashley loved driving a school 
bus for Pierce County for more than 35 
years.

She’d still be driving today if she 
hadn’t had such a serious battle with 
the coronavirus in 2020 that kept her 
in the hospital for 45 days and caused 
a stroke. 

She does, however, still work for PC 
Schools Transportation as a bus moni-
tor, interoffice mail runner and driver 
training assistant. 

If you include the eight years she 
worked as a substitute bus driver be-
fore being given a permanent route in 
1985, she has a total of 45 years so far 
with the district.

“I had a bad wreck in ‘16. God 
brought me back. I went out in ‘20 
with COVID. God brought me back. I 
went out in ‘21 real bad in November. 
God brought me back,” the 67-year-old 
mother of five recalled recently after 
being named “School Bus Driver/Mon-
itor of the Week” by the school district. 
“God brought me back for a reason! 

And I believe this is my reason. To 
come back and help. I don’t know when 
my time will be up, but Lord willing I’ll 
stay here for as long as I can.”

Ashley is now bracing for a possible 
battle against breast cancer, but she’ll 
know more when additional test results 
come back this week, she said Monday.

Her father, Major Booth, was a 
school bus driver for 36 years and for 
much of that time he had seven of his 
own nine children on his bus.

Ashley – who was born and raised 
in Patterson as the baby of the family 
– remembers her father making her sit 
in the front seat of his bus after she’d 
been behaving a bit badly in the back.

“He didn’t put up with nonsense on 
his bus,” she said. “I learned a lot from 
that because I didn’t, either.”

She would, in fact, pitch in with her 
father’s route on days he didn’t feel 
well when she was first working as a 
substitute driver in the late 1970s. 

“Me, my sister and my brother and 
my mom, when dad couldn’t get on the 
bus we all chipped in,” she said with a 
grin. “I just loved it. It was a stick shift 
and I loved driving it.”

An Offerman man suffered 
only minor injuries after he al-
legedly fell asleep on the rail-
road tracks and a CSX freight 
train passed over him. 

According to Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett, Joseph Kimbrel, 41, of 
a Lincoln Loop address in Offer-
man was injured in the incident 
Sunday. 

“He basically had road rash 
on his back,” said Bennett. “We 
think he will be o.k.”

Kimbrel told Deputy Travis 
Courson that he lay down be-
tween the rails on the tracks 
near Offerman and fell asleep. 

He was awakened by a CSX 
freight train passing over him 
and said he was struck on the 
back by something as the rail 

cars passed over him. 
Kimbrel was transported 

to Memorial Satilla Health in 
Waycross by the Pierce County 
EMS.

The incident has been turned 
over to the CSX Railroad Police 
for additional investigation. 
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Blackshear to receive $500,000 grant to replace water lines
Blackshear will receive a $500,000 

grant to help replace water lines in the 
city. 

Governor Brian Kemp made the an-
nouncement last week. 

The grant funding will be used to 
replace water lines in the area of Aza-
lea Street, Dogwood Drive and Mimosa 
Street. 

Blackshear was one of dozens of lo-
cal governments statewide that were 
selected for the grant. A total of $422 
million was awarded statewide. 

The monies will be used to ensure 
communities in high-need areas have 
reliable and safe drinking water and 
wastewater systems.

“Because we remained focused 

on protecting lives and livelihoods 
throughout the pandemic, Georgia is 
now in a position to make strategic, 
transformational investments in our 
state’s water and sewer infrastruc-
ture,” said Governor Brian Kemp. “I 
want to thank the committee members 
for dedicating their time and expertise 
to help us make these awards as well as 

the grants team at the Office of Plan-
ning and Budget. I am proud to know 
that we have worked hard to prioritize 
projects which address pressing public 
health and environmental issues, sup-
port economic development, and en-
hance our ability to be good stewards 
of our water resources for generations 
to come.”

Offerman man suffers minor injuries 

after he says he fell asleep on train tracks

Estella “Bebbie” Ashley is still right at home on a Pierce County school bus where she now works as a “floating bus monitor” to help 

drivers with more challenging young passengers. She started driving school buses for the district as a sub in 1977 and had to give up 

driving after a battle with COVID-19 in 2020 that left her debilitated for more than 45 days.               – Photos by K.T. McKee

Estella Ashley has spent 45 

years transporting local kids 

for Pierce County Schools

DRIVING 

FORCE

Longtime PC school bus driver and monitor Estella 

Ashley was recognized recently by Transportation 

Director Jamie Henderson, left, for her more than 45 

years with the district where her father, Major Booth, 

also worked as a bus driver for 36 years. 
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View of some of the illegal drugs and other 

paraphernalia confiscated by local authorities 

over the past few months.

Lady Bears advance to Elite 8! See more on page 6A!

Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 2


