
Pierce County’s Republican Party has 

canceled their forum for the Sheriff’s race 

but their reason for doing so remains un-

clear. The forum was 

initially set for Satur-

day, March 21.

“We canceled the 

event,” said Shawn 

Godwin, party mem-

ber. “We wish all candi-

dates the best of luck in 

their race.”

Robby Boatright de-

clined an invitation to 

participate, citing con-

cerns over local Party 

offi cers’ connections to 

Sheriff Ramsey Ben-

nett. Greg Stone told 

The Times he didn’t 

intend to participate in 

any forum this election 

season. 

Gary Simmons told 

The Times last week he 

still planned to attend 

the Republican Party 

forum had it not 
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City offi cials are one step closer to giv-

ing the nod for interior renovation work to 

begin at Blackshear’s historic train depot, 

but there’s still one hurdle to navigate  — 

revision of the city’s alcohol ordinance.

The city council will need to consider a 

revision to its alcohol ordinance to poten-

tially allow for alcoholic beverages to be 

served at events in the depot, if the former 

freight depot is renovated as an event ven-

ue for weddings, family reunions and other 

gatherings.

“If there’s any issues about the lack 

of alcohol service in this building, if it 

wouldn’t get passed, you can forget doing 

this,” says Angela Manders, Chamber of 

Commerce executive director. “That’s got 
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A three-way race for county com-

mission district one developed as 

qualifying got underway early this 

week.

Retired GBI Agent Weyland 

Yeomans, a Republican, qualifi ed 

to challenge incumbent Republican 

commissioner Harold Rozier Jr. Lo-

cal builder Tyrone Harris qualifi ed 

Tuesday morning just prior to The 

Times’. Harris will be running as 

a Democrat, the fi rst for the party 

in a decade. (See related stories on 

Page 5.)

District one includes the Hackle-

barney/Cason areas.

As widely expected, qualifying 

for sheriff was very busy with in-

cumbent Ramsey Bennett signing 

up to run for re-election. Major 

Robby Boatright of the Blackshear 

Police Department, Retired Depart-

ment of Natural Resources Ranger 

Gary Simmons and retired state 

trooper Greg Stone all qualifi ed to 

challenge Bennett. All are running 

as Republicans. 

Realtor Kirby Malone signed up 

to run for the district one seat on 

the Board of Education. He is the 

only announced candidate so far for 

the open seat. (See related story.) 

Current district one representative 

Jack Saussy announced last week 

he would not run for another term. 

Third district school board mem-

ber Chip Griner qualifi ed to seek 

another term. The school board is 

non-partisan.

Bill Cselle, former deputy cor-

oner, county commissioner and 

school board member, qualifi ed to 

run for coroner. Incumbent William 

Wilson has announced plans to seek 

re-election, but had not qualifi ed at 

press time. 

A number of incumbents quali-

fi ed Monday including Clerk of 
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15 qualify in opening hours
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   Three-way race develops for Rozier’s BOC seat; 

Pierce County Sheriff, coroner races contested

�

Local realtor Kirby Malone 

has announced he will run for 

the district one seat on the Pierce 

County Board of 

Education. 

Malone qual-

ifi ed as a candi-

date for the post 

Monday.

Malone, 48, 

says his plat-

form will center 

around “helping 

our students”.

“I want only 

the best for 

Pierce County and want to make 

sure we do everything we can to 

help the students in our commu-

nity succeed,” said Malone.  

Malone and his wife, Shan-

non, have three children, Carter, 

Dalton and Maddie. He is the 

owner of Cobblestone Builders 

and co-owner of Remax Cobble-

stone Realty. He is a member 

of Emmanuel Baptist Church, 

an alumnus of Leadership Way-

cross, a past president of the
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B’shear alcohol ordinance may stand in the way of renovation as event venue
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• What 

would you 

ask candi-

dates vying 

for the offi ce 

of Pierce 

County Sher-

iff this year? 

Share your 

questions 

with The 

Blackshear 

Times for a 

chance at 

your con-

cerns being 

heard.
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More 

Details

• Ellianos Coffee Co. of Waycross announced 

plans in 2018 to open a location here, but 

owner Kristy King Foreman told The Times 

recently she had to nix those plans late last 

year.

What about Ellianos?
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alling all coffee lovers  — A new spot for your 

morning java is slated to open in Blackshear by 

early summer.

Father and son duo, John and

Joshua Edge, are remodeling 

the former Georgia Power building 

in Wall’s Plaza with plans to unveil 

“Roasted,” a coffee shop and bistro, 

by May.

“Before school lets out this 

place will be open,” John Edge told 

The Times last week.

Edge, who’s been semi-retired 

for a while, says he needed some-

thing else to do. So, he and Josh-

ua hatched their plan to open a 

coffee shop here  — a void he 

says needs to be fi lled.

“Every single day folks drive 

from Blackshear to Waycross 

and go to Dunkin’ (Donuts) or 

Ellianos and get their coffee and then they go to work. 

I’m convinced they want to drink that coffee on the way,” 

Edge says. “I feel like we’re going to fi ll a void in this 

community. Culturally, this community is ready for it.”
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Kirby Malone

GOP Party  

forum for 

Sheriff’s 

race is off

Can you see it? John Edge describes what the fl oor-

ing, seating area and decor for his new coffee shop 

‘Roasted’ will look like later this year. Edge and his 

son, Joshua, have gutted out the former Georgia Pow-

er offi ce for their new business venture.
This logo will be 

Edge’s coffee shop 

symbol, imprinted 

on all their cups and 

merchandise.

Malone 

to run for

BOE seat

‘Roasted’, coffee 

shop and bistro, 

to open by Summer

Will Train Depot be restored at last?

Cowboy Day draws 

a crowd –  Page 7

The former freight 

depot located next 

to City Park is used 

mostly for storage 

these days, but city 

offi cials would like 

to see it renovated 

into an event venue.

Ascher Tateyn rocks her cowgirl hat 

and Western wear at Cowboy Day.

The Times to host a candidate 

forum in Patterson April 20

THE RACES ARE ON

Dozens sign 

petition for 

removal of 

city offi cials
Nearly 90 Blackshear residents rang-

ing in age from 19 to 94, and including 

former mayors Tom Davis and Dick Lar-

son, have signed a petition calling for 

the resignation, removal from offi ce or a 

recall election for city council members 

Shawn Godwin, Linda Gail Dennison 

and Timmy Sapp.

Blackshear resident Mat Boatright 

presented the petition to city council 
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Prayer Breakfast is Saturday

Time change this 
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