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Willie James Wilson had his death 
penalty vacated and was instead sen-
tenced to two consecutive life sentences   
for the 1981 murders of two local men.

Chief Superior Court 
Judge Dwayne Gillis com-
muted Wilson’s sentence 
during a 90 minute hear-
ing Monday afternoon in 
Pierce County Superior 
Court. 

Wilson had been con-
victed of the murders of 
two Pierce County men 
June 22, 1981. He was 
sentenced here in Febru-
ary, 1982 for the shooting 
deaths of Alfred Boatright, 
64, and Morris Highsmith, 
58, during an armed rob-
bery at Boatright’s store in 
Bristol. 

Wilson has been on death 
row in Jackson since his conviction. 

His case was sent back to the trial court 
on the issue of Wilson being intellectually 
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Locals in Pierce County aren’t lacking in 
team spirit. They show up at ball games, pep 
rallies and parades to support the Bears, and 
Bear fans are loyal, investing time, money 
and other resources in the success of Pierce 
County’s students and athletes. Now, a grow-
ing number of community volunteers are 
stepping up to help the Bears out in anoth-
er way  — by feeding the ones who often go 
hungry.

One in six children in the U.S. face hunger 
daily. The cupboards are bare in their home 
and their parents often have to choose be-
tween keeping a roof over the family’s heads 
or buying groceries. 

Feed Our Bears, a community effort to 
provide food to students for the weekend, is 
fi ghting that problem one sack lunch at a 
time.

Feed Our Bears is the 
brainchild of Rosalind Ty-
rone. It launched a year ago 
at Patterson Elementary 
School, but now children at 
all three Pierce County el-
ementary schools are being 
served by the volunteer-based program with 
Midway Elementary School opening their 
doors most recently in January. BES started 
receiving and distributing the donated food 
last Fall.

Offerman Baptist was the fi rst church to 
invest in Feed Our Bears, supported mainly 
by local churches and a few business spon-
sors. Tyrone approached Pastor James Light-
sey and church members with the idea. She 

volunteered previously with a similar pro-
gram in Texas.

With Tyrone leading the charge, mem-
bers at Offerman Baptist began packing 60-
70 bags a week last January for PES with 
food items children can easily fi x for them-
selves even if an adult isn’t around. Fruit 
cups, oatmeal, mac-n-cheese, crackers and 
granola bars are staples. 

These days, locals meet 
weekly at two other church-
es to pack bags for Feed Our 
Bears as the program con-
tinues to grow. More than 
200 children are now being 
served across the three ele-
mentary schools.

The food is delivered by those volunteers 
to each elementary school where a school 
counselor hands them out to the kids, pre-
viously selected for the program, on Friday 
afternoons as they head home for the week-
end. 

Some of the children who receive a Feed 
Our Bears food bag have a severe need for 
extra food  — they might otherwise have to 
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‘Follow my lead’ has taken on a whole 
new meaning for the Blackshear Police 
Department. 

Police Chief Chris Wright and his wife, 

Meg, welcomed their son, Buckley, 18 
months ago. Since then half of Wright’s 
police force have also welcomed new ba-
bies. The streak of baby announcements 

seems to have ended with the birth of 
Offi cer Chris Hackett’s three-month-old 
daughter, Addison  — for now at least.
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Locals heed 
call to feed 
kids in need

BPD offi cers welcome eight babies in two years

Something in the water?
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Willie Wilson

‘I hope 
you rot in 

hell.’
– Anna 

Boatright,

Alfred 

Boatright’s 

daughter-in-law

‘Kids can’t choose their 
environment.’

– Rosalind Tyrone

Feed Our Bears volunteer

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Ashlee Todd, PES school counselor, helps a little girl pack a Feed our Bears food bag for the 
weekend into her backpack before heading to the bus on a Friday afternoon.

Pictured in front of BPD (l-r): Offi cer Frankie Moran and two-year-old Jax-
on, Offi cer Breanna French and one-year-old Penelope Winters, Offi cer 
Chris Hackett and three-month-old Addison, Police Chief Chris Wright and 

18-month-old Buckley, Offi cer Joey Daniels and 15-month-old John, Offi cer 
Jacob Royal and one-year-old Eason, Offi cer Robbie Gill and 14-month-old 
Fisher, Offi cer Michael James and 10-month-old Alexandria.

Pictured above, donations poured in for the 
Feed Our Bears Spring Break giveaway last 
year. Volunteers are working now to gather 
supplies for the upcoming spring holiday.

Feed our 
Bears!

PCMS Bears, Lady Bears win Soccer Conference Championship – Pages 7, 8

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

No death 
penalty 
for Wilson
Judge Gillis gives Willie Wilson 
two consecutive life sentences 
for 1981 murders of local men

Patterson will hold a “Historic Down-
town Celebration” this Thursday, March 
21.

The event is a continuation of the city’s 
125th anniversary celebration in Decem-
ber. Parts of that event were postponed 
due to inclement weather.

Festivities are scheduled to get under-
way with a parade. The parade will line up 
at 4:45 p.m. at First Southern Bank. The 
parade will step-off at 5:15 and the route 
will travel down Wildwood Avenue to West 
Railroad Avenue and end in downtown 
Patterson. 

A welcome, ribbon cutting and an-
nouncements will begin at 6 p.m. down-
town. 

A concert by the Pierce County High 
School Band will follow beginning at 6:30 
p.m. POP’s Signature BBQ will be avail-
able and face painting and a diamond ring 
raffl e will be featured.  

More information can be obtained by 
calling Patterson City Hall at 912-647-
5776 or emailing eaglestation2013@gmail.
com.

City will hold parade, ribbon 
cutting downtown for anniv.

Pat’son 125th  

celebration 
is Thursday
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Drew Starling 

slides into 

home scoring 

a fi rst inning 

run off  a wild 

pitch.
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