
By Jason Deal

Staff Writer
Bennett’s Hardware has been a 

mainstay of Blackshear’s Main Street 

for almost five decades. 
The long-time “go to” source for 

hardware and lawn and garden needs 

will soon be closing its doors. 
“I hate to say the “r” word. I’ll re-

tire when the funeral director comes 

for me,”  says long-time owner Dan 

Bennett Sr. with a laugh. “I don’t like 
the term retirement. I’m still going to 
be active. I am just moving on to oth-

er things.”
Humble by nature, Bennett says 

he doesn’t know what all the atten-

tion is about with the 

store’s closing. 
“Most people 

know who I am and 

what I am about by 

now,” he says with a 

smile.
Bennett says he 

will be moving back 
to his roots in the 

Mershon-Walkerville 
areas near where he was born. 

“I am building a house out there 

among the pines. It will be finished 
soon.”

Bennett first opened his hardware 
store October 1, 1971 in a building on 

what is now the parking lot for Heri-

tage Bank on Main Street. 
The business then moved further 

down Main Street across from its cur-

rent location. He bought the proper-

ty and moved into the current store 
around 1980.

Bennett’s daughter, Darby, took 

over day-to-day operations of the 
store in 2014. 

With a kind word, friendly dispo-

sition and humble spirit, Bennett has 

served literally thousands of custom-

ers. The service and one-on-one at-
tention he gave them has kept them 
coming back and now spans a couple 
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News Editor

Unprecedented rainfall this 

summer has farmers worrying 

about crop disease and pests 

while county road crews are 

stressing over dirt road condi-
tions.

But they’re not the only ones 

keeping a close eye on the po-

tential impact of excess water. 
With seven West Nile Virus 

(WNV) human cases reported in 

the state this year, one resulting 

in a fatality, health officials are 
urging folks to take precautions 

against mosquito-borne viruses. 
One person has also died 

from a rarer mosquito-borne vi-
rus, Eastern equine encephalitis 

(EEE). Health officials haven’t 
confirmed where the person was 
infected.

Mosquitoes in Glynn, Lown-

des and Chatham Counties 

tested positive for WNV, and 
while that’s not always a sign 

human contraction will follow, 

it’s an indication folks should 

be more vigilant in protecting 
themselves from mosquito bites 
and get rid of potential breeding 

areas around their homes.
It was nearly 40 years ago 

when Pierce County was the 

site of an EEE outbreak, but for 

the family and friends of some-

one directly affected by the dis-

ease, it probably feels like just 
yesterday. 
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The Bennett’s Hardware building 

and property are being sold to Burley 

and Michelle Davis, operators of Davis 
Feed, about a mile north on Gordon 

Street.
Burley will continue his feed store 

operation at that location but his wife, 

Michelle, will convert the former hard-

ware store into an expanded location 

for her popular clothing boutique that 

has been bursting at the seams at their 

present location. She plans to also keep 
the “Davis Feed” name, initially, but 
says a more suitable name for the cloth-

ing store will likely soon be coming.
“We’re planning to be open there 

sometime around the first or second 
week of October and we’ll think about 

the name after we get a little more set-

tled,” says Davis, who has drawn shop-

pers to her popular store from miles 

around with a wide variety of womens 

and mens clothing, shoes, accessories 

and more.
A recent expansion at their current 

location has become inadequate to meet 

the demand.
“We just don’t have enough room to 

show the inventory we want to display 
and customers can hardly move when a 
few come in to shop at the same time,” 

says Davis.
That may not be a problem at the 

Main Street location, which will be at 

least 4-5 times larger than her current 

store.
Davis says she plans to expand her 

lines to include more mens and wom-

ens clothing and more for “the ‘tweens.” 
Among her most popular brand names 

are HoneyMe womens clothing and Vol-
atile and Corkey’s shoes.

The store, which opened in 2014, is 

open from 10-6 Monday-Saturday.

Change is underway downtown

Blood donors
have several
opportunities
coming soon

Michelle Davis will soon be expand-
ing her popular clothing store

Four decades ago, two local men died from diseases trans-
mitted via mosquitoes. Regular spraying has reduced the 
mosquito problem in Blackshear since that time.

New sign
has eye
on traffic
‘Stalker’ radar device is
monitoring all that pass

Customers were coming in to look for closeout bargains Monday as word got around that longtime Main Street landmark, Ben-
nett’s Hardware would soon be closing its doors. Darby Bennett Benfield (behind counter) waits on a customer as her husband 
Greg, and store founder, her father, Dan Bennett, watch. Photos by Robert M. Williams, Jr.

Dan Bennett

Don’t use the ‘r’ word!
After 48 years as a Main Street merchant,
Dan Bennett’s not retiring, just ‘moving on’

Davis Feed (Boutique) will have

room for growth on Main Street

Can’t find your whopper? See Page 14

Health officials worry heavy rains
may lead to mosquito-borne illness

Patterson City Council 

has given approval to use the 
first installment of transpor-

tation special  local option 

sales tax (TSPLOST) funds 
for sidewalk improvements 
downtown. 

The council unanimous-

ly approved using $30,000 
to $40,000 of the TSPLOST 
funds for the sidewalks as 

part of the overall project to 
revitalize the downtown area. 

The regional TSPLOST 

was approved in the May ref-
erendum and collection of the 

tax will begin this fall. 
The revitalization of Pat-

terson’s downtown area has 

taken another step forward 

with the selection of an archi-

tect, engineer and surveyor.  
The city’s Historic Com-

mission is overseeing plan-

ning for the revitalization.  
In June, the council vot-

ed to appoint Aspinwall En-

gineering Inc. of Richmond 
Hill as civil engineer for the 
project. City Attorney Adam 
Ferrell was designated to ne-

gotiate with CSX Railroad for 
right-of-way and John A. Tu-

ten and Associates of Bruns-

wick were selected as archi-

tects. Lavone Herrin, county 
surveyor, will conduct the 
survey of the downtown area.

Pierce County has joined 
a national lawsuit against 

manufacturers and distribu-

tors of opioid medications in 

an effort to combat what has 

been termed as a national ep-

idemic. 
“(The drug companies) 

are passing the opioids out 

like jelly beans,” said Sheriff 
Ramsey Bennett. “We’ve got 
to do something to get this 

under control.”
Andrew Zemany of the 

Tate Law Firm in Savan-

nah gave an overview of the 
planned suit and answered 

questions at the county’s 

monthly meeting Tuesday 

night. 
Commissioners voted 

unanimously to join the suit 
as a plaintiff, pending review 
of the county’s pending con-

tract with Tate Law Firm by 

County Attorney Franklin D. 
Rozier Jr.

Sheriff Bennett was pres-

ent along with County Chair-

man Andy Hutto and Com-

missioners Lee Hagan and 

John Thomas of the Bacon 

County Commission. Bacon 
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Super speeders in Blackshear 

better watch out. Local law en-

forcement may be able to track 

your speeding without putting 

an officer on the street.
A speed sign approved for 

purchase by Blackshear Council 

in July for the police department 

is already yielding valuable data. 
Police Chief Chris Wright gave a 
report on the $4,500 investment 
at a recent council meeting.

The Stalker radar 

pole-mounted device was set up 
on Azalea Street. The city has 
fielded complaints about speed-

ing on Azalea. 
Over a two day period the ra-

dar recorded motorists traveling 
anywhere from 64 mph to 3 mph 
in the posted 35 mph speed limit 
zone.

More than 400 vehicles ex-

ceeded the speed limit with 67 

driving 10 over the limit, 17 
running 50 mph, five driving 55 
mph, and two motorists clocking 

over 60 mph on the residential 
street.

More than 850 vehicles were 
recorded on the road during that 

two-day period, and 561 were 

classified as large vehicles.
Wright says he’s still learning 

the traffic analyzing software 
and reviewing the data, but the 
department now has the capabil-

ity to track traffic patterns and 
potential repeat offenders.

Several Red Cross blood 
drives are scheduled in Pierce 
County in coming months, in-

cluding a make-up drive and one 
in memory of a beloved educator. 

A makeup drive has been re-

scheduled for 2-7 p.m. Wednes-

day, September 12 at the Magno-

lia Room of Harborview Health 
Systems (former Pierce County 

Nursing Home) at 211 East Car-

ter Ave., Blackshear. The make-
up drive was scheduled after the 
August one was cancelled due to 

an air conditioning malfunction 

at the Pierce County Gym. 
The Patterson-Offerman 

blood drive for October will take 
place in memory of Sherrie Bar-

ber Cowan. 
The drive will be held from 

1-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 2, at the 
Patterson Baptist Church Fel-

lowship Hall, 5770 East Main 

Street, Patterson. 
A drive will be held October 9 

from 2 p.m-7 p.m. at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

For more information or to 

schedule an appointment log on 

to www.redcrossblood.org and 
use sponsor code POC or call 

1-800-733-2767.
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