
Southern Roost Restaurant will 

be “hatching” soon in Blackshear. 

Concept 99 Group, owners of 

Jerry J’s and Hog-N-Bones restau-

rants, will be launching the new 

restaurant sometime in the fall of 

this year. Construction on the fl ag-

ship location on U.S. Highway 84 

in front of Piggly Wiggly is slated 

to begin in coming weeks. 

With the construction of the 

new restaurant, Jerry J’s of Black-

shear, located in the Cotton Ex-

change, will be closing. 

James Weathersby, owner of 

Southern Roost, says the main in-

gredient of the new restaurant will 

be chicken. Weathersby says it is 

important to him that the fl agship 

store be launched in Blackshear, 

his hometown. 

First “hatched” in 2018, Weath-

ersby says he, his family and the 

corporate team at Concept 99 

Group saw the opportunity to start 

a new concept  featuring the same 

great breakfast found at Jerry J’s 

or Hog-n-Bones, with a simple 

lunch and supper menu that 
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A consent order is off the 

table. 

That’s the most recent 

development in the lawsuit 

between the City of Black-

shear and Sheriff Ramsey 

Bennett over the housing of 

Blackshear inmates in the 

county jail.

Attorneys for the city and 

for Sheriff Bennett were un-

able to reach an agreement 

regarding the language of a 

proposed consent order last 

week.

“We have been unable 

to reach an agreement on 

the language,” Rick Currie, 

Bennett’s attorney, told The 

Times Monday.

Currie confi rmed there 

was a specifi c sticking point 

on the language, but de-

clined further comment. 

“I prefer not to get into 

it ... Being a former district 

attorney, I don’t like talking 

about things that are before 

the court,” he said.

“The city drafted and sent 

over a proposed consent or-

der, but the parties weren’t 

able to reach a resolution,” 

Brandon Palmer, special 

counsel for the city, said.

Senior Judge E.L. Wilkes 

III will now be tasked with 

ruling on the city’s petition 

for a temporary restrain-

ing order (TRO) that would 

mandate Bennett accept all 

inmates arrested or charged 

by the City of Blackshear 

Police Department into the 

Pierce County jail.

Following a TRO hearing 

February 11, both parties 

tentatively agreed to sign a 

consent order detailing Ben-

nett’s verbal agreement at 

the hearing to accept all in-

mates from Blackshear Po-

lice Department without re-

quiring a warrant be issued 

prior to booking. 

Currie fi led his answer 

to the city’s petition Friday, 

February 19, after talks over 

a consent order fell apart.

Currie makes similar ar-

guments in his answer to 

the city’s petition as he did 

before Judge Wilkes earlier 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

“The buyers would come 

down the row, bidding on the 

tobacco, but the Blacks would 

move away from the row so 

the buyers wouldn’t know if it 

was a Black person’s tobacco. 

By doing that, they would get 

a higher price for it,” he says.

Washington isn’t bitter 

about those injustices though. 

He only hopes to see more 

progress in the days ahead 

and doesn’t want the commu-

nity to ever revert back to seg-

regated habits.

“We don’t want to go back-

wards,” Washington told The 

Times recently as he refl ected 

on growing up in the segre-

gated South. “We need to get 

together more, respect each 

other’s upbringing … just love 

each other.” 

Washington was interviewed 

in recognition of Black History 

Month, traditionally celebrated 

in February.

The Patterson native admits 

violent events making national 

headlines over the last year do 

concern him. They bring back 

memories of life before the Civil 

Rights Act.

“It brings back memories 

of certain things you’ve been 

through when you weren’t 

treated exactly right and prop-

er,” Washington says. “... (Like) 

when you see police brutality 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE   ||   News Editor

Talmadge Washington, longtime Patterson farmer, watches his cows feed and reminisces on growing up in 

the segregated South. A quiet, hard working man, Washington says it’s important to observe how far we’ve 

come since he was a boy in the 1950s, and imperative we don’t go back.

More respect, love needed to improve

relations between black, white groups

An innocent game of 

“hide-and-seek” among stu-

dents at Patterson Elemen-

tary School turned up the 

loaded gun found on cam-

pus there Monday, Febru-

ary 8. 

Patterson Police Chief 

Jason Strickland gave de-

tails about the discovery of 

the weapon on school cam-

pus after classes had dis-

missed last week, even as 

the investigation continues 

in to who the gun belongs to 

and how it got on campus. 

“Students were playing a 

game of hide-and-seek after 

school when they saw the 

gun partially hidden and 

pulled it out to discover it 

was a gun,” Strickland said. 

“After they fi gured out it 

was a real gun, they did the 

right thing and reported it 

to an adult.”

The students promptly 

reported the discovery of 

the gun to a teacher, who 
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Lightsey 

family is 

‘blessed’

A family of four lost their home at 

the corner of  Georgia Highway 121 

and West Horseshoe Road to a fi re last 

Monday evening, February 15.

First-arriving crews of the Pierce 

County Fire Department kept the blaze 

from spreading, but the home was 

deemed unlivable due to signifi cant 

heat and smoke damage.

Troy and Laura Lightsey and their 

two children, Kelsey and Hunter, exit-

ed the home safely without injury. 

“We were all good and all of our fur 

babies were good,” L. Lightsey told The 

Times.

Red Cross is assisting the family, 

and they are living temorarily in Way-

cross with relatives. 

The school system reportedly pro-

vided equipment for the Lightsey chil-

dren to continue schooling virtually 

from home until they move back to 

Pierce County.

Family and friends have been quick 

to come to the Lightseys’ aid, donating 

money, clothing and gift cards. 

“We’re blessed,” L. Lightsey says. 

“Even people we don’t know have do-

nated money, clothing and a couple of 

gift cards. I know the Lord is going to 

work it out.”

The Lightsey family was renting 

their mobile home from David Turner. 

L. Lightsey indicated the family 

would most likely return to their for-

mer home once Turner places a new 

mobile home on the property, but it’ll 

be at least a month, she says.

The cause of the fi re has yet to be 

determined. The blaze started in a bed-

room/bathroom area on one end of the 

home.

Fire units were paged to the scene 
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Firefi ghters battled this blaze on the corner 

of GA. Highway 121 and W. Horseshoe Rd.            

            – Photo courtesy of Merlene Crosby

Loaded gun found at PES during hide-n-seek

Consent order talks are off  
       City, Bennett await Judge Wilkes’ 

ruling on temporary restraining order
�

Family of four and their 

pets safe after house fi re

Chicken 
eatery to 
build by 
The Pig
Weathersby to open 

Southern Roost, close 

Blackshear’s Jerry J’s

‘We don’t want to ‘We don’t want to 

go backwards.’go backwards.’
– Talmadge Washington– Talmadge Washington

Talmadge Washington 

grew up in an era where 

Black farmers would 

stand away from their to-

bacco on market day so it 

would get a higher price 

at auction. His school 

books were tattered 

hand-me-downs from the 

white school and he was 

often the last in line to 

get paid.

Pedestrian killed 

in Offerman -  Pg. 2

A female pedestrian was 

struck and killed by a tractor trail-

er Monday evening on U.S. High-

way 84 at its intersection with 

Zero Bay Road in Offerman. Sher-

iff Ramsey Bennett confi rmed the 

fatality shortly after 9 p.m. 


