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It’s no secret here that Pierce Coun-

ty has some of the most qualified and 
dedicated educators in the state, but 
now people looking to move into the 

area will know it, too. 
Pierce has earned top ratings 

among Georgia’s 180 school sys-

tems in a new ranking released by 
Niche, a research company provid-

ing report cards and public reviews 
for U.S. schools, neighborhoods and 
companies. 

Pierce County Middle School’s 
instructors are ranked among the 
state’s top ten, and the school dis-

trict took fifth place for ‘best teach-

ers’ in Niche’s 2019 Best Schools 

report.
PCMS ranked seventh in the 

state for best teachers while Pat-
terson Elementary ranked 15th 
and MES 16th of 1,234 elementary 
schools in Georgia. PCHS took 35th 
out of 413 high schools and BES 
came in 52nd in the elementary 
school category. 

Niche analyzes large data sets to 
calculate their school system report 

cards, including parent, student and 
community surveys.  The Top 100 
ranking was dominated with Atlan-

ta-area school systems. Pierce was the 
sole southeast Georgia representative 

in some categories.
School Supt. Dr. Kevin Smith isn’t 

surprised Pierce Schools ranked so high 
for quality of educators. The system 
recently attained a five-star school cli-
mate rating as a direct result of similar 
parent, staff and student surveys.

“Our parents here in Pierce Coun-

ty validate the efforts and focus we 

place upon ensuring all of our students 
here in Pierce County Schools receive 

instruction in the most positive and 
supportive learning environment as 

possible,” Smith says. “We certainly ap-

preciate the support of our parents and 
community.”

Middle School Principal Perry Tison 

attributes the school’s seventh place 
ranking (out of 520 middle schools) to 
the longevity of his staff and the fact 
most of his teachers grew up here. 
They’re invested in this system, he says.

More than 50 percent of PCMS 
teachers have 6-18 years of experience 
and the staff turnover rate is low, only 
about five percent each year.  Tison has 

more than 25 years in education too, 
and of the 53 teachers on his staff, 
he’s taught at least 40. 

Tison also prioritizes how teachers 
will “fit” with the climate and person-

ality of his school during the hiring 
process. Good relationships between 
teachers, students and families are 
key to a school’s success.

Teresa Dixon, principal at PES 
(ranked 15th in the state), agrees.

“What makes Patterson Elemen-

tary unique is the collective heart 

of the people who create the climate 

and culture of the school. Passion for 
our school and our community drive 
this commitment,” she says. “Strong 
work ethic, deep knowledge and pas-

sion for their subject matter, caring 
relationships, commitment, enthusi-
asm, and, most importantly genuine 
love for children are the key character-

istics my teachers display each day at 
Patterson Elementary.”

Niche’s 2019 Best Schools report 

also gives schools and districts an over
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PIERCE TOPS ‘BEST SCHOOLS’ LIST

Many of us might enjoy a pleas-

ant walk through the mountains this 

Spring.
Think lofty views. cool breezes. Get-

ting back to nature.
That’s not exactly what two Black-

shear men are preparing for, however.
Scotty Hayes and Jonathan Daniels 

are in training now to run a 100-mile 

section of the Appalachian Trail this 
month  — a feat they narrowly missed 
last year. Their goal has many of their 
friends supporting, but also calling 
them crazy. 

The Appalachian Trail is the longest 
hiking-only footpath in the world at ap-

proximately 2,190 miles with an eleva-

tion gain/loss of 464,500 feet through-

out. The Trail, known simply as the AT 
within the hiking community, crosses 
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SECU raises 

$101,000 at 

cancer walk

More than $100,000 was raised Friday night 
as folks showed up from across Pierce, Ware and 
Brantley Counties to “Honor our Heroes” at the 
Southeast Cancer Unit’s annual cancer walk fund 
raiser.

A large crowd — perhaps the biggest yet — at-
tended the 23rd annual event at the Blackshear 
track. The SECU reported approximately $101,000 
raised Friday night, but funds were still coming in 
Monday morning.

Families came out for an evening of good food 
and fun in support of a good cause — raising funds 
to support local cancer patients. 

Continued on Page 15
Kim Rowland, longtime math teacher at PCMS, explains an assignment to her students. Seventh grader Easton Hall listens to Rowland’s

instructions in a connection class called Math University where students receive extra practice, reteaching, and remediation in math skills.

Latoya Kelly, Sasha Eason and Bayne Eason were among 

those marching in the Memorial Walk.

Haley Davis, 9, and Kyra 

Williams, 6, hitched a 

ride with Paul Guyer.

Cretia Gassem (left) and 

Jane Callahan were among 

the walkers raising money.

PCMS is 7th in Ga. for best teachers

John Ratliff works with Sienna Nipper on a project 

in his agriculture class at PCMS. 

Record number of fundraising teams 

participate; monies still coming in 

Music, fun, food 

in City Park Fri.

Beats and Eats, an evening of fun, music and good 
food, will be held this Friday, May 3, in the Black-

shear City Park. 
Better Hometown/Main Street Blackshear will 

host the second annual Beats & Eats featuring A1A, 
the original Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band, from 6 p.m. 
- 11 p.m.

Food trucks and vendors will start serving at 6 
p.m. and the concert will begin at sundown.

Vendors scheduled to attend Beats & Eats so far 
include Mookies Cookies, Boss Dawg, Pop’s BBQ, Ble-

ax Balls, Showtime Concessions, Poppy’s Kettle Corn 
Continued on Page 2

Locals train for months to brave App. Trail

Scotty Hayes and Jonathan Daniels stand 

in a scenic spot along the Appalachian Trail.

Jimmy Buffett tribute band, A1A, to 

perform at 2nd annual Beats & Eats


