
Springtime is nearly gone, 
the dog days of summer will 
be here soon, and families 
hoping to move over the sum-
mer months while kids are 
out of school are house hunt-
ing now. 

There’s just one problem. 
Inventory in Pierce County 
is low.

“Buyers are scrambling to 
buy things and we’re short on 
inventory,” says Jody DuPont 
of Compass360. “If they want 
to sell … this is the time to 
take advantage of it.”

“It’s always been a good 
market; we just don’t have 
any houses,” agrees Wendy 
Mattox, Remax agent. 

May real estate data for 
Pierce County reports 54 
houses on the market. Nine 
of those are mobile homes.  

“Put that in perspective, if 
you have 45 families looking 

for houses,” Mattox says.
The average listing price 

for those homes is $210,509  
— not exactly in the price 
range for middle income fam-
ilies or fi rst time homebuy-
ers. 

And those are the folks 
looking to buy these days. 

Most have been pre-ap-
proved for mortgages from 
$100,000 - $125,000  — some 
for up to $150,000  — but 
homes in that price range are 
hard to fi nd in Pierce County.

“There’s a gap for homes 
for fi rst time homebuy-
ers,” Mattox says. “Under 
$125,000 most things aren’t 
even livable.”  

“If we get anything that’s 
decent in that price range it’s 
going to go quick,” DuPont 
adds, urging homeowners 
considering selling in the 
$100,000 - $150,000 price 
range to contact a local real 
estate agent soon. 

The lack of inventory has 
some potential buyers tak-
ing a second look at mobile 
homes, but fi nding land to go 
that route is a challenge, too. 

There’s also a shortage 
of homes for larger families, 
particularly four-bedroom 
houses. There are only fi ve 
available in Pierce County 
right now and the starting 
list price is $175,000.

It may be a seller’s mar-
ket this spring, but buyers 
shouldn’t be discouraged. 
They can capitalize on low in-
terest rates, and the Federal 
Reserve reportedly intends to 
maintain the current rates 
through 2021.

Continued on Page 15

A wildfi re scorched 
about 45 acres of wood-
lands off Dutch Road in 
eastern Pierce County 
near the Cross Swamp last 
Wednesday afternoon.

“We had about 45 acres 
burned, but thankfully no 
structures were lost and 
there were no injuries,” 
said Santo Niño, Pierce 
County Fire Coordinator.

The cause of the fi re 
has not been determined. 
Mapping crews have been 

out assessing the area to 
determine the total acre-
age and the cause of the 
fi re.

The fi re call came in 
at 3:34 p.m. and the fi rst 
units arrived on the scene 
at 3:48 p.m.

Continued on Page 2
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Local demand high; 
property in short supply

BPD gives 
Sapp case 
fi le to DA

What appeared to only be a disorderly 
conduct charge against Blackshear City 
Council member Timmy Sapp last month 
has now been referred to 
District Attorney George 
Barnhill for possible further 
investigation.

Sapp was arrested last 
month after offi cers re-
sponded to two calls at his 
Strickland Ave. home, from 
family members supposed-
ly claiming Sapp was drunk 
and disorderly. Sapp reportedly threw a 
liquor bottle through a window of the resi-
dence prior to his arrest.

In a letter to Barnhill, dated Monday, 
June 10, Police Chief Chris Wright says 
Sapp was “extremely intoxicated” when the 
incident occurred. For that reason, BPD 
did not also charge Sapp with attempted 
bribery in connection with the case.

A copy of the offi cial investigative fi le 
alleges Sapp called BPD Major Robby 
Boatright, claiming to have $1,200 in his 
pocket, and asked if anything could be 
done to “make this go away.”

The Times obtained Boatright’s state-
ment regarding his conversation with 
Sapp Monday.

“While not a defense, we have declined 
to bring bribery and criminal attempt 
charges in similar cases due to high levels 
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Times Staff Writer Jason 
Deal brought home the top 
award for feature writing at 
the Georgia 
Press Associ-
ation’s Better 
Newspaper Con-
test presentation 
held last week at 
Jekyll Island.

Deal was rec-
ognized for a trio 
of feature stories 
published last 
year. 

The stories include an April 
feature on local rodeo clown 
Colt Hartt, a September article 
on the retirement of long-time 
Bennett Hardware owner Dan 
Bennett Sr. and a December 
piece entitled “On the Clock” 
detailing how local emergency 
personnel spend the Christmas 
holidays protecting and serv-
ing us. 

Deal has previously won 
state and national awards 
for his coverage of the Pierce 
County Schools, his occasional 
humor column and hard news 
writing. 

He is a veteran journalist 
with over 24 years experience. 
He has been with The Black-
shear Times for almost 18 
years.

The Times has now won ap-
proximately 400 state and na-
tional awards for journalistic 
and advertising excellence over 
the past four decades.

Local real estate broker Jonathan Coleman and prospective homebuyer Tina Kicklighter chat about 
property details while walking the grounds of a Blackshear home during a recent open house event.

Santo Niño, Pierce County Fire Coordinator, mans the water 
hose on a Walkerville Station truck during last week’s wildfi re.

Times 
staffer
wins top 
award Councilman Sapp, arrested 

for disorderly conduct in May, 
could face additional charges

Agents scramble to fi nd, list homes in $100K - $150K range

BOE will 
hire new 
AP at BES

Blackshear Elementary 
will have two new assistant 
principals in the new school 
year. 

The school board voted to 
accept the resignation of As-
sistant Principal Michelle 
Strickland at its regular work 
session last Tuesday morning. 
The session was moved up two 
days to avoid confl icting with 
the Georgia School Board As-
sociation’s annual meeting. 

Strickland’s resignation 
had been anticipated after her 
husband, Jason Strickland, 
left Pierce County to take 
the head coaching position in 
Ware County in April. 

The vote came following a 
one hour and 13 minute closed 
session to discuss personnel. 
In other personnel moves at 
the meeting, the board also 
voted to hire Angela Tanner 
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Dutch Rd. fi re scorched 
45 acres of woodlands

Jason Deal

‘There’s a gap for 
homes for fi rst time 

homebuyers.’
– Wendy Mattox,

local real estate agent

Timmy Sapp

Pierce Library summer 
program kicks off – Page 7

Children attending a recent summer read-
ing program at the Pierce County Library 
giggle at the antics of Dr. Magical Balloons.

REALTY SEASON BOOMS

Friday is Flag Day! Let’s all salute 
Old Glory.  And thanks to the 
Rotary Club and sponsors for 
fl ying our fl ag all over town!


