
Locals fl ocked downtown 
Monday evening, Dec. 2, for 
Blackshear’s “Festival of Trees” 
holiday parade. The weath-
er was chilly and folks danced 
along to the Christmas music to 
keep warm.

Johnnie Anderson, longtime 
volunteer fi refi ghter, served as 
parade grand marshal while 
Santa and Mrs. Claus brought 
up the rear of the parade riding 
in a classic red pickup truck. 

The parade featured 55 en-
tries, complete with 16 brightly decorated fl oats, 
trucks covered in Christmas lights and walking 
groups.

First place prize for best decorated fl oat went 
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ntique stores and 
boutiques in down-
town Blackshear were 
buzzing with busi-

ness last Friday and Saturday 
as residents frequented area 
shops during the annual Shop 
Small promotion, a national 
campaign sponsored locally to 
boost holiday sales and support 
Pierce County’s economy.

Most shoppers told The 
Times they were checking 
items off their Christmas shop-
ping lists  — to much success 
according to reports by several 
business owners.

Employees at Country 

Bumpkins reported this year’s 
Black Friday and Shop Small 
Saturday season marked their 
busiest one yet, defi nitely busi-
er than last year.

Tonya Thompson, owner 
of Dogwood Memories agreed. 
She nearly sold out of Christ-
mas decorations and orna-
ments last weekend.

Some downtown business-
es partnered together, telling 
customers of deals available at 
stores across the road or down 
the street as shoppers strolled 
from shop to shop.

Other shops offered pro-
motional items for customers. 
Josiah’s Blessings gave out 
single-serve bags of Marich 
Chocolate to each customer.
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Dollar General • Kroger 
• Sears  • Belk (2)
• Farmers & Builders (ACE) 
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Flu season 
hits early 
in Pierce

Achoo! Peak fl u season is still a few weeks 
away, but area doctors are already seeing an 
increase in patients testing positive for Type B.

“We’re seeing a good bit of Type B fl u, and it 
has hit earlier than the last few years. It’s not 
as severe an illness as Type A, but still makes 
you feel lousy,” says Dr. Brent Waters of South 
Georgia Physicians Group in Blackshear.

School absences are reportedly on par with 
this time last year.

“So far absences have been about what 
they have been at this point in the season ... 
still have a way to go though,” says Dr. Kevin 
Smith, school superintendent.

Memorial Satilla Health physicians report 
fl u activity picked up in early September, but 
fl u symptoms to date are less severe than last 
year.

The hospital lab has conducted 4,196 tests 
since January of this year. Nearly 600 were 
positive for fl u. That’s an increase of approxi-
mately 50 fl u cases over last year for the same 
time period. 

From January - November 2018 the hospital 
conducted 3,506 fl u tests and 550 of those were 
positive. 

The Dept. of Public Health’s (DPH) weekly 
infl uenza report confi rms the local trend to-
wards an early fl u season.

According to the most recent DPH report, fl u 
activity is high in the state right now. Last year 
this time fl u activity was moderate.
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Less aggressive ‘Type B’ is most 
common infl uenza strain here 

Patt’son native 
to star in new
action thriller

Patterson’s KaDee Strickland will be fea-
tured on the silver screen this holiday season 
in “Grand Isle”, an action, 
mystery thriller, starring 
Nicolas Cage and Kelsey 
Grammer. 

The movie is set to debut 
in theaters across the coun-
try Friday, Dec. 6. 

Strickland plays the ne-
glected wife of Nicolas Cage’s 
character. The couple lure a 
young man (Luke Benward) 
into their Victorian style 
home to escape a hurricane. 

When the man is charged 
with murder by Det. Jones 
(Kelsey Grammer), he must reveal the couple’s 
wicked secrets to save himself.

Strickland is well-known locally, having 
grown up in Patterson. She is the daugh-
ter of former Pierce County School Superin-
tendent and head football Coach, Dr. W.D. 
Strickland and her mother, Susan, is a retired 
nurse and former nursing instructor at what 
is now Coastal Pines Technical College. Her 
sister, Mabry Williamson, and her brother, 
Dan Strickland, also live in Pierce County. K. 
Strickland and her husband, actor Jason Behr, 
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Business hopping for Shop Small weekend

MORE
CHRISTMAS
COVERAGE

INSIDE

• Ice skating, concert 
at Christmas in the 
Park  – Page 2
• Christmas at Eagle 
Station in Patterson – 
Page 5
• Santa to visit Pierce 
Co. Library – Page 5
• Santa to ride through 
town on fi re truck – 
Page 2

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS

Santa and Mrs. Claus brought up the rear of the parade waving as youngsters squealed to fi nally catch a glimpse of Santa. – Photo by Sarah Gove

Parade Marshal 
Johnnie Anderson 
led the entourage 
from a fi re truck.

Paraders spread 
Christmas cheer 
down Main St.

Pierce County High School 
cheerleaders (l-r) Jamaica 
Wallace, Genesis Walker and 
Miracle Breton entertained 
the crowd with bright smiles, 
peppy cheers and glittering 
reindeer antlers Monday night.

MORE PHOTOS – PAGE 5

Allison Herrin (left) and daughter, Jenna Herrin (right), peruse Christmas decora-
tions, candles and housewares in Dogwood Memories. More photos on Page 2

Two blood drives 

next week – Page 5

KaDee Strickland


