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Charlene Nunn has spent more than two decades as an ambassador of 
sorts for Blackshear’s Rite Aid/Walgreens Pharmacy on U.S. Highway 84.

She’s spent those years not only assisting customers, but giving them 
a cheerful smile, a friendly hello and a helping hand, all the while calling 
them by name. 

Last week, that run came to an end. 
After nearly 25 years of instantly recognizing almost all of her custom-

ers, Nunn’s progressive vision loss has led her to retire. 
Nunn realized in recent months that her failing eyesight had begun forc-

ing her to rely on her ears at times to identify her customers.
Still, she estimated she can call 98 percent of customers by their names. 
“Customers who came in, if they were a bit far from me, I’d know them by 

their voice,” the 59-year-old retired assistant manager said last Thursday 
during a visit to the store. “My ears are better now than my eyes. Thank 
God I’ve got a gift like that because I can’t visually make things out like I 
used to.”

Nunn’s age-related macular degeneration (AMD) and glaucoma also 
made it nearly impossible to do certain tasks required of her at the place 
she considered her second home. 

Still, she was torn about leaving her “family” there. August 21 would 
have marked her 25th year.

“I was doubting myself and praying about it and asking God if this is 
what I was supposed to be doing,” the mother of five grown boys said. “I 
asked how I could walk away and not be there for my customers. But one 
morning when my husband was bringing me to work and he was not feeling 
well, I realized I needed to do it. I needed to retire. As soon as I decided 
that, I had inner peace. If I didn’t, I would be a basket case and upset all 
the time.”

As she talked about once selling fish bait at Flash Foods in Patterson 
and then staying at home with her children for eight years before applying 
to Rite Aid in 1996, customer Russell Lofton stopped to ask her why she 
wasn’t working that day.  

When she explained June 1 was her 
last day, he just shook his head. 

“You’re gunna miss it,” he told her, 
adding she was always so friendly to 
everybody. “Just keep comin’ in so we 
can holler at ya.” 

The great-grandmother recalled her 
first day at Rite Aid when she was in 
her early 30s and the store was emp-
ty. It wouldn’t be open for three more 
months as employees had to set up the 
shelves and get them stocked. 

“That was a lot of work, but you 
learn fast where everything goes,” she 
said. “That’s a good thing.”

Starting as a cashier, she remem-
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Nunn retires after 25 years

What can be done to clean 
up Pierce County’s trashy road-
ways?

Third district commissioner 
Randy Dixon asked for action 
on Pierce County’s litter prob-
lem at last Tuesday’s commis-
sion meeting. 

Dixon’s remarks came fol-

lowing County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer’s report, in which 
he informed commissioners the 
mowing of county road rights-
of-way has begun for this year. 

“Can we check again into 
adding litter pickup to the mow-
ing contract?,” Dixon asked. 

Rubenbauer said previous 
inquiries into adding the litter 
pickup to the mowing contract 

would add between $100 and 
$150 per mile to the contract. 

The county currently pays 
K&A Mowing of Blackshear 
$74,400 per year for mowing 
of the county’s approximately 
480 miles of rights-of-way. The 
litter pickup would increase 
the annual rate to as high as 
$146,000.

Dixon said he was embar-

rassed at Pierce county’s trashy 
and unkempt appearance.

“When the mowers go by, it 
looks like a bomb of trash has 
just exploded,” he said. 

Dixon says he travels all 
over south Georgia with his 
work with Pierce Timber and 
says Pierce County is by far the 
worst in terms of litter along 
the roadways. 

“Pierce County has the worst 
problem. The worst. Comparing 
Charlton and Brantley it is not 
even close. Pierce is the worst.”

Dixon asked Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett if he could implement 
a combination of law enforce-
ment and inmate work details 
to help combat the trash and 
litter problems. 

Bennett was present at the 

meeting and said he had at-
tempted to crack down on lit-
tering. 

“We started issuing citations 
for littering, but it doesn’t seem 
to have slowed it down,” he 
said. 

The sheriff said inmate work 
crews have been deployed in an 
attempt to clean up ahead 
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Charlene Nunn is shown above during a stop at the Blackshear 

store where she could call 98 percent of customers by their 

names over the last 25 years. Below, Charlene (right) visits 

with long-time coworker Marla Key last week during a post-

retirement stop at the store.

Bill Gibbs has joined the staff of 
The Blackshear Times as advertising 
and marketing director. 

A native of Nashville, TN, Gibbs is 
now a resident of Blackshear and is 
the husband of Pat Tucker. He has six 
boys and nine grandchildren.

He is a member at Patterson Bap-
tist Church where he sings in the 
choir and volunteers in the church’s 
ministry to Harborview-Pierce Coun-

ty Nursing Home. 
Gibbs is a member of the Black-

shear Rotary Club and the Art Com-
mittee at Eagle Station in Patterson. 
He is a former member of Bruno’s 
Porsche Racing Team.

Gibbs and his wife have a heart for 
animals and have 12 rescue dogs.  

Gibbs’s hire will allow Publish-
er Matt Gardner the time to focus 
on those duties. Gardner had taken 

over the advertising manager’s duties 
when he bought The Times in July 
2020. 

Gardner is excited to have someone 
with Gibbs’ experience and knowledge 
on staff. 

“Bill and his wife, Pat, are pillars 
of our community and he will be a 
wonderful asset to The Times’ staff. 
Please call on Mr. Bill to serve your 
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Commissioners seek solution to litter issue
BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

‘WHEN THE MOWERS GO BY IT LOOKS LIKE A BOMB OF TRASH’

Dean Still Road is now reopened and 
Bowen Road is now closed. 

County Manager Jason Rubenbauer 
made those dual announcements this week. 

Dean Still Road should be re-opened to 
traffic by today, Wednesday, June 9. 

The road has been closed for approximate-
ly two months for the replacement of a box 
culvert at the branch between Ayrin Brooke 
Lane and Sun Dell Circle. 

Bowen Road is slated to be closed start-
ing tomorrow and will remain closed through 
Saturday, July 21. 

All traffic in the industrial park and res-
idents living on Rawhide Road are encour-
aged to use Bob Bowen Road to Youmans 
Chapel Road to access Midway Church 
Road.

Residents in the Sun Dell and Sun Creek 
areas are encouraged to use Bob Bowen 
Road to Midway Church Road to access U.S. 
Highway 84.

Jamie Henderson is the new transporta-
tion director for Pierce County Schools.

Henderson was hired for the job at last 
Thursday morning’s school 
board work session. The hire 
came following a 16-minute 
closed session to discuss per-
sonnel. 

Henderson will succeed Ja-
son Long, the transportation 
director for the last decade. 
Long resigned last month to 
pursue a business opportuni-
ty. 

The search to find Long’s 
replacement didn’t venture 
far away. Henderson was already on staff. 
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SERVICE WITH A SMILE

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Bowen Road will be closed to through 

traffic until July 21. 
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