
ews of longtime Editor and Publisher 
Robert Williams’ sale of The Blackshear 
Times was met with varied reactions 
across the community 

last week, mostly surprise at the 
suddenness of the announcement 
and inquiries of “what now?”. 

Williams, and his wife Cheryl, 
sold The Times to Matt Gardner, 
formerly of Baxley, last Monday, 
and announced their retirement.

Williams was the longest serv-
ing editor of The Times with 48 
years at the helm of this weekly pa-
per, surpassing former Editor Kirk 
Sutlive’s (1920 - early 1940s) record 
nearly 30 years ago.  The fi rst edi-
tion published under his tenure is 
dated April 12, 1971.

Robert, a 20-year-old college kid 
at the time, partnered with Roy 
Chalker, Sr. and Wilkes Williams 
in ‘71. The two men and Don Fer-
rell had purchased The Blackshear 
Times from Dean Broome months 

earlier, but Robert bought out Ferrell when 
he moved to town and took over as editor. 
His partners backed him at the local banks 
in securing funding for the buy-in, then they 
slapped him on the shoulder, wished him 
luck, and left town, telling Williams he’d 
“have to act like he was 40” from then on.

Suddenly, Williams was the youngest 
newspaper editor in the state.

“I’ve joked that we were ‘boy publishers,’ 
not long after we started shaving. We’ve 
been friends — more like brothers — ever 
since,” says Dink NeSmith, president of 
Community Newspapers, Inc.

NeSmith and Williams started in this 
Continued on Page 5

Williams is longest serving 
Times editor at 48 years

The county’s fi rst clean-up 
day this weekend was a disas-
ter. 

Oh, county residents took 

advantage of the two contain-
ers for their trash and waste 
disposal all right  — and so did 
a lot of other folks.

Trash and waste was report-
edly imported from other coun-

ties as well. 
Otter Creek Fire Station 

hosted the fi rst of the county’s 
clean up days Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Both containers were fi lled 
to capacity and illegal dumping 
occurred on the property of Ot-
ter Creek Fire Station. 

“It’s just a big mess. I’m just 
disgusted at what happened,” 

said County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer. “We thought we 
had a good plan in place, but 
obviously, we were mistaken.”

The idea was to have res-
idents bring their trash and 
waste to the containers, but 
county offi cials had hoped the 
process would be more orderly 
and organized. 

Continued on Page 2
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Bite me! Former Editor and Publisher Robert Williams takes a 
good-natured bite out of The Blackshear Times. Come hell or high 
water, he was here to cover the news nearly 50 years.

Dan Bennett, owner 
of Bennett Hardware, 
and a longtime fi xture 
of Blackshear’s busi-
ness community is re-
membered this week as 
a “kind soul,” a “gentle 
spirit” and a prime ex-
ample of “true customer 
service.”

Bennett, 78, passed 

away Thursday evening, 
July 4, at the Baptist 
Village Retirement Com-
munities in Waycross. 
He had been in declining 
health since shortly after 
closing his business in 
September, 2018. 

“Dan has been a dear 
friend of mine for 40 
years. He was a man of 

few words but always 
very friendly. I enjoyed 
his wit and wisdom,” said 
Bennett’s pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. Bill Young. “I 
am comforted that I will 
see my dear friend again 
in heaven.”

A native of Pierce 
County, Bennett was a 
Continued on Page 5

People fi lled two dumpsters with trash and then proceeded to illegally 
dump trash all over the ground at Otter Creek Fire Station.

Dan Bennett recalled as ‘kind soul’
Dan Bennett, Sr. 
is pictured in his 
hardware store 
in downtown 
Blackshear. The 
longtime store 
owner was a 
local fi xture in the 
town’s business 
community.

Williams cuts a cake staff 
members gave him on his third 
anniversary as editor in 1974. 
The caricature on the cake 
is from an original caricature 
done for him, and then used 
with his column, by the late, 
famed editorial cartoonist of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitu-
tion, Leon (Baldy) Baldowski. 
The inscription on the cake 
refers to an ad published in 
The Times dubbing Williams 
as “the nosiest man in town,” 
a reference to his prominent 
nose and his proclivity to ask 
lots of questions.

Users trash free dump site

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

   Program now on hold after misuse of 
fi rst clean up event at Otter Creek Station

WHAT A MESS!

�

A section of County Farm Road at its in-
tersection with U.S. Hwy. 84 is now open. 
Approximately 300 feet of the road was 
closed in late June for installation of a traf-
fi c signal at the intersection.

The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) initially announced the closure would 
run from Monday, June 24, until Tuesday, 
August 6, for the construction, with a short 
reprieve during the Independence Day holi-
day weekend, but roadwork was completed 
ahead of schedule.

DOT Communications Offi cer Jill Nagel 
confi rmed Monday the next phase of the 
project will be installation of four signals, 
but that won’t require a full road closure. 

Some lanes of travel may be closed alter-
nately as the construction continues, Nagel 
says.

Weather permitting, DOT will begin set-
ting poles for the signals Monday, July 15, 
and hope to turn the signals on July 24.

“It all depends on the weather, but they 
are looking at July 24 and 25 for turning 
them [the lights] on,” Nagel says. “At the 
end of the 25th they should be operational.”

Signals to be installed include:
• Continuous green arrows for both lanes 

of travel on Hwy. 84 east (towards Patter-
son)

• Left turn signal from Hwy. 84 east onto 
County Farm Road

• Two signals on Hwy. 84 west (towards 
Blackshear)

The intersection will also feature a decel-
eration, right turn lane from Hwy. 84 west 
onto County Farm Road.  

Pierce County’s Senior Center now has 
transportation to and from events. 

The board of commissioners approved a 
transportation plan for the senior citizens 
group without having to purchase a bus. 

The county will utilize Pierce Transit for 
transportation to outings and events. The ac-
tion was unanimously approved at the BOC’s 
regular monthly meeting last Tuesday night.

Continued on Page 2

Traffi c light 
at Hwy. 84, 
County Farm 
to be up soon

BOC approves plan 
for senior transport

Barring weather delays, signals 
to be operational July 24-25

Bi ! F Edi d P bli h R b Willi k

STICKING IT OUT

At left, the front page of Williams’ very fi rst is-
sue of The Times featured then-governor Jimmy 
Carter signing a proclamation.

Williams – 2019
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‘ In our profes-

sion, Robert is 

like baseball’s 

Hall of Famer 

Chipper Jones.  

Robert can hit 

from both sides 

of the plate.  

He’s crackerjack 

as a newshound 

and as a mar-

keter, among 

the very best 

at both in the 

nation.’

– Dink NeSmith, 
Community Newspapers, Inc.


