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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Blackshear Police are looking for an Atlan-
ta man as a person of interest in an arson fire 
that damaged two units of the Country Manor 
Apartments early Sunday morning. 

Russell Leon Warner, 49, of Atlanta is 
wanted on charges of terrorist threats and 
actions and stalking, according to Blackshear 
Police Chief Chris Wright.

According to Wright, the Blackshear Vol-

unteer Fire Department and officers with the 
Blackshear Police Department were called to a 
report of a fire at Country Manor on Pomeroy 
Street at 5:07 a.m. Sunday morning. 

“The fire damaged two units of the apart-
ments and displaced two families,” said 
Wright. 

Wright said the Georgia State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office investigated the fire and deter-
mines the blaze had been intentionally set. 

Wright said a resident of one of the apart-
ments had been in an altercation with Warner 

the night before. 
Saturday night’s investigation led officers 

to take warrants against Warner for terroristic 
threats and actions and stalking. 

“He is a person of interest in the arson 
case,” Wright said. 

He declined additional comment citing the 
ongoing investigation. 

The Georgia Arson Control Board offers an 
award of up to $10,000 for information leading 
to the arrest of the person or persons involved 
in setting the fire.
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A $25 million wrongful death lawsuit has 
been filed against the Blackshear Consolidat-
ed Mens Club (CMC) in connection with the 
death of Bella Bennett. 

Bennett, 5, died early Monday, Aug. 30, of 
injuries she sustained after a monument at 
the Lee Street Resource Center toppled over 
on her Sunday, Aug. 29. 

Lorrie Lee, Bennett’s maternal grand-
mother, filed the suit. She is being represent-
ed by Monge and Associates Law Firm in At-
lanta. 

The 21-page filing was recorded in Pierce 
County Superior Court Wednesday, Sept. 8. 

In the suit, Lee alleges that Blackshear 
CMC was negligent in not properly maintain-
ing the monument. 

The monument, located in front of the old 
Lee Street High School, recognizes the contri-
butions of the alumni of the historic former 
Black high school. The CMC is a fraternal 
organization that maintains the facility and 
grounds as the Lee Street Resource Center. 
The Resource Center provides an after-school 
mentoring program and is used for various so-
cial and civic events in the community. 

The suit alleges the CMC “maintained an 
attractive nuisance” with the playground and 

monument and flag pole in close proximity. 
The filing claims CMC did not properly 

maintain the monument, alleging that three 
of the four bolts anchoring the stone monu-
ment were missing. It also claims CMC was 
aware of the problem because the monument 
had allegedly fallen over in the past and was 
repaired using only adhesive on the base. 

Theodore Mackey is the registered agent 
with the CMC and has been served with the 
suit. 

Mackey said the CMC has not yet hired an 
attorney to represent them. He declined addi-
tional comment about the pending suit.

Boatright is 
new B’shear 
councilman

Earl Mack ‘Mat’ Boatright is the new repre-
sentative for District 1 on the Blackshear City 
Council. 

Boatright was the lone qualifier for the seat 
during qualifying last week. 
Boatright is considered to have 
voted for himself and the spe-
cial election for District 1 will be 
canceled. A public notice on the 
cancelation is included in today’s 
edition. 

Boatright will fill the vacancy 
left when Keith Brooks resigned 
to run for mayor. Boatright will 
fill the almost two years remain-
ing on the current term. 

“We have a great communi-
ty and I would love to be a part 
of helping Blackshear be even better,” said 
Boatright. “That’s why I decided to run and I 
appreciate the opportunity to serve.”

Boatright says he wants to be able to help 
the city make proper decisions, save taxpayer 
money and he wants Blackshear to thrive. 

“I want to follow in the footsteps of those who 
came before us and leave Blackshear better for 
those who will come after us,” he said. 

He is currently vice president of business 
development with Southeast Pipe in Patterson.

He says he will use his business experience 
to help the city. 

Boatright is a life-long Pierce County resi-
dent, a graduate of Pierce County High School, 
a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and a member 
of Emmanuel Baptist Church. He also served 
as board chairman for Blackshear’s Main Street 
Better Hometown program until he gave up the 
seat to run for council. 

Boatright is married to Joanie Boatright and 
between the two of them they have four chil-
dren: Regan, Roman, Carly and Jacob.

Blackshear Police searching for ATL 

man in arson fire at Country Manor Apt.

$25 million suit filed against Resource Center

Fireworks lit up the night sky 

over Blackshear for the first time 

in recent memory last Monday 

evening,  Labor Day. The brilliant 

colors of the display illuminated 

the courthouse and Emmanuel 

Baptist Church. Emmanuel Baptist 

Church sponsored the display. The 

fireworks show had originally been 

planned for July 4, but inclement 

weather forced postponement of 

the display. Weather was not an 

issue last Monday, but humidity 

settled in the area. 

-Photos by Jason Deal
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A Patterson man was arrested last week on 
two counts each of aggravated child molesta-
tion and aggravated sodomy. 

Daniel Ray Jordan, 18, was arrested and 
charged with the case last Fri-
day. 

Jordan has been denied bond 
and is currently being held in 
the Pierce County Jail. 

According to Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett, Jordan is alleged to 
have molested two juveniles. 

Bennett declined further 
comment citing the ongoing in-
vestigation. 

Jordan is currently being 
held in the Pierce County Jail. 
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