
Thanks to a year long cemetery mapping 

project conducted by longtime public works 

secretary, Shelia Turner, most of the data for 

the three sections of the city cemetery is cata-

loged, searchable and will soon be published to 

the city website, blackshearga.com.

Turner began mapping the city cemetery, 

searching deed records and city fi les to locate 

plot owners and the names of the deceased 

buried in each plot last June. The project has 

since become a hobby Turner gets ex-

cited to talk about, especially when 

she solves a mystery like who’s buried 

in that unmarked grave?

“I just got so into it,” Turner says, 

laughing. “I even did it on Saturdays 

and Sundays, not even clocking in, because I 

got so into it.” 

Turner has utilized the online ‘fi nd a grave’ 

database when city records weren’t suffi cient. 

Sometimes she got lucky. That was the case 

for a Waycross woman trying to locate her 

brother’s grave.

A picture of a tombstone under a cedar 
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B’shear City Cemetery mapping project, 

a yearlong endeavor, nears completion
New mapping system will be searchable by family 

name, made available to the public on city website

Pierce County Schools 

were only in session one 

day for the 2020-2021 

school term when the 

fi rst case of COVID-19 

(coronavirus) was re-

ported.

School Superinten-

dent Dara Bennett con-

fi rmed to The Times that a 

positive case of COVID-19 has been record-

ed at Pierce County High School. Since that 

time, the Georgia Department of Public 

Health reports every school but Midway has 

at least one case. So far, no faculty members 

have tested positive. 

Parents of any students in contact with 

that student have been notifi ed by the De-

partment of Public Health and advised to 

quarantine for 14 days.

“Student safety is of utmost importance to 

us. Pierce County Schools will notify parents 

in the event their child has been exposed to 

COVID-19 at school,” Bennett said. “We are 

following guidelines from the Department of 

Public Health as to who has been exposed and 

needs to quarantine.”

The superintendent continues to ask for 

help from students and their parents.

“We ask for your help by monitoring for 

symptoms each morning and staying home if 

you are sick,” she said. 
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here’s my daddy buried in the Blackshear Cemetery?

City employees haven’t always been able to answer 

that question  — until now.
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An application for a recall 

petition for Blackshear Coun-

cilman Shawn Godwin (District 

Five) has been verifi ed.

Elections Supt. Leah Ritch 

confi rmed her offi ce verifi ed the 

required number of signatures 

for the application submitted 

by District Five resident Sharon 

Komanecky within fi ve days as 

required by state law. Ritch com-

pleted the verifi cation process by 

the close of business Tuesday, 

August 11.

“I verifi ed they had suffi cient 

numbers,” Ritch says.

The law requires 10 percent 

of registered voters living in 

Godwin’s district sign the appli-

cation for a recall petition. Ko-

manecky needed 30 verifi ed sig-

natures to meet that threshold. 

She submitted an application 

bearing 33 signatures. 

Ritch reported three signa-

tures were disqualifi ed, bringing 

Komanecky’s total to the exact 

required amount of 30 signa-

tures. The individuals were dis-

qualifi ed from signing the appli-

cation for the following reasons:

• One sponsor gave a business 

address rather than a residen-

tial address

• One sponsor was registered 

to vote in Godwin’s district at 

the time of his last election, but 

is now registered outside of Dis-

trict Five, and would not be eli-

gible to vote in a recall election

• One sponsor lives on a road 

that falls on the district line. 

That sponsor’s address was not 

within District Five’s limits.

Komanecky was issued the re-

call petition Thursday. She will 

have 30 days from the day it was 

issued, until September 12, to 

obtain a minimum of 89 signa-

tures. State law requires 30 per-

cent of registered voters living in 

Godwin’s district must sign the 
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Virus case 

confi rmed 

fi rst day of 

school year

Shelia Turner, Blackshear Public Works Dept. secretary, points to a brick foundation underneath a concrete slab grave in the city cemetery. When the original 

red brick grave topper begins to decay, a grave is repaired by pouring a concrete slab over the brick. (The names are intentionally blurred from tombstone.)

Turner 

explains how 

the cemetery 

mapping 

database is 

searchable 

by name. 

She can now 

tell funeral 

homes where 

a plot is 

located or 

search for a 

loved one’s 

grave in 

minutes.

PCHS student tested positive for 

COVID-19 after going to class

Bennett wins 

a third term  

in slim victory
The sheriff’s race is fi nally over.

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett fended off a 

strong challenge from Blackshear Police Ma-

jor Robby Boatright 

to win a third term 

in offi ce in Tues-

day’s general pri-

mary election run-

off.  

Bennett defeat-

ed Boatright by a 

tally of 2,113 (51.7 

percent) to 1,972 

(48.3 percent) — a 

margin of just 141 

votes out of 4,085 

votes cast in the 

sheriff’s race. 

Bennett won ab-

sentees  500-219 

and early vote tal-

lies 1,071-1,033 building a 319 vote lead as 

the fi rst returns were posted Tuesday night. 

Boatright won both the Pierce County Gym 
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Application for recall petition verifi ed
“I am going to 

keep working 

hard to serve 

all the people of 

Pierce County 

just like I have 

always done. We 

are going to keep 

on keeping on.”
– Ramsey Bennett

Pierce County Sheriff 

Petitioners seeking Councilman Godwin’s recall have 30 days to obtain signatures
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