
Former councilwoman and mayor pro tem 

Mary Lott Walker has been appointed to a second 

term on Blackshear’s board of ethics in a 3-2 vote 

that sparked the latest controver-

sy between city council members 

and Mayor Kevin Grissom last 

week.

Walker was appointed to the 

board against the mayor’s recom-

mendation because she failed to 

show up for an interview before 

special committee members Keith 

Brooks and Shawn Godwin Fri-

day, July 10. 
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247 students received their 

high school diplomas Friday 

Pierce County Schools 

will offer a virtual option 

in addition to reopen-

ing for in-person classes 

when the new school year 

begins August 10.

School superintendent 

Dara Bennett announced 

the new virtual option 

during a comprehensive, 

wide-ranging discussion 

about reopening Pierce 

County Schools during a 

called meeting Thursday 

morning. 

Bennett said her fi rst 

month on the job had been 

consumed by working on 

a plan for reopening. 

“I want to stress that 

this plan has been care-

fully thought out and has 

included input from all of 

our department directors, 

the Centers for Disease 

Control, the Georgia De-

partment of Public Health 

Continued on Page 11
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• Virtual learning 

registration dead-

line is Monday, 

July 27.

• No one present-

ing with a fever 

over 100.4 will be 

allowed to attend 

in-person school 

that day.

• Field trips, 

school assem-

blies on hold until 

further notice.

•Face masks are 

encouraged, not 

mandated.
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An offi cial recall petition for Blackshear 

council members Linda Gail Dennison, 

Shawn Godwin and Timmy Sapp may be on 

the horizon.

The Pierce County Board of Elections offi ce 

fi elded several inquiries about the process for 

fi ling a recall petition last week, but as of Fri-

day, no one had formally fi led a petition.

“I’ve talked with people and done some 

research but nobody has done the legal fi l-

ing yet,” says Election Superintendent Leah 

Ritch.

Ritch, who’s never processed a recall peti-

tion before, was seeking legal review and con-

sulting with the Secretary of State’s offi ce last 

week, too.

“There’s an entire chapter in the code book 

I’ve had to study,” she says.

A group of Blackshear residents circulated 

a petition earlier this year calling for the “res-

ignation, removal or recall” of Dennison, God-

win and Sapp, and presented it to the council 

in March. Petitioners cited recent actions and 
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Pierce County High School’s Class of 2020 was 

already destined to make history Friday night 

as the fi rst class to graduate from the new high 

school. They made history in a number of other 

ways too, including becoming the only class to 

graduate in the middle of a world-wide pandemic 

and the fi rst to graduate in July.  

The sight of 247 blue-clad grads on the fi eld 

with the time-honored graduation ceremony at 

Continued on Page 12

Pierce County’s Class of 2020 fi nally got to graduate Friday, July 17, in a late evening ceremony at Bear Stadium. Pictured above, graduates, standing 

six feet apart in observance of COVID-19 social distancing guidelines, tossed their graduation caps in celebration. – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Emmy White danced her way off the fi eld Friday night.

              – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

PC Schools 

set to open 

August 10
BOE offering in-person and virtual 

classroom options for students

B’shear council 
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over board apt.
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‘(We had) one last year, and what a year it has been, though the last few 
months feel like a year in and of themselves ... We have formed unbreakable 
bonds and made unforgettable memories, but now is the time to begin a new 
chapter in our lives. We each are faced with a fresh, blank page, and it is our 
duty to pick up the pen and write our own stories.’

– Kade Scott, PCHS Class of 2020 Valedictorian


